Poppourri
October 2020
Prince of Peace UMC
Mission Statement
Serve God and
Transform Lives

Prince of Peace UMC
Welcoming Statement
Believing in God’s
inclusive love,
we welcome all
into full participation
in the congregation,
regardless of age,
ability, race, ethnicity,
sexual orientation,
gender identity, faith
background, family
configuration, or
socioeconomic status.

O C TO B E R

Worship at a Glance
Sunday, October 4: 18th Sunday after Pentecost
World Communion Sunday - Holy Communion*
10:00am Livestreaming Online on YouTube
11:00am-12:15pm Drive-Through Holy Communion**
Liturgist: Jaimie Roberts-Duarte
Scripture: Philippians 3:4-14
Sermon: Pressing Forward!
Preacher: Pastor Robyn Tabb
*Have your communion elements of bread and wine (or their equivalent) with you
when you tune into this worship service, and take communion as you’re led to, or
**after the streaming worship service, come to Drive-Through Holy Communion in
the Prince of Peace parking lot.

Sunday, October 11: 19th Sunday after Pentecost
10:00am Livestreaming Online on YouTube
Liturgist: Judy Pohlman
Scripture: Philippians 4:1-9
Sermon: Don’t Worry About a Thing!
Preacher: Pastor Robyn Tabb
Pumpkin Patch sales begin at 11:00am

Sunday, October 18: 20th Sunday after Pentecost
10:00am Livestreaming Online on YouTube
Liturgist: Judy Pohlman
Scripture: Matthew 22:15-22
Sermon: Who Do We Owe?
Preacher: Pastor Robyn Tabb
Sunday, October 25: 21st Sunday after Pentecost
10:00am Livestreaming Online on YouTube
Liturgist: Judy Pohlman
Scripture Reading: Matthew 22:34-46
Sermon Title: Remembering the Greatest Commandments!
Preacher: Pastor Robyn Tabb

847.439.0668

popumc.com

Page 1

October 1, 2020
Greetings, PRINCE OF PEACE FAMILY AND FRIENDS! It is Pastor Robyn, and I
greet you with Jesus’ Joy once again!
Well, we are starting the Fall Season and my third month. I am still getting settled
in and learning many new things. Also, just like many of you, my life has changed in ways I could have
never imagined since last year. But God is still good and Jesus Christ is the same – yesterday, today and
forever! We must move forward knowing God is still with us! Once again, I would like to express my
extreme gratitude to you, the Prince of Peace Family. Even though life is busy and complicated, your
kindness, and generosity have made this transition easier.
Additionally, it warms my heart to see the love, commitment and energy that the officers, members
and friends have for POPUMC. I am still trying to learn about everyone and the various activities of the
church. As such, I cannot wait to work with you all! Please know that the leaders and I are slowly
establishing a “new normal” together during this pandemic. However, I already view POPUMC as a
busy, vital, thriving church.
Also, as you know, life never stops. Church, I have been unpacking and working simultaneously.
Consequently, it is going slowly. Unfortunately, I have not gotten out as much as I would have liked.
However, please know that I am making progress daily. Soon I will be following up with members that
I have met and getting out to meet new ones.
Lastly, please continue to pray for each other and pray for your church. We have a lot going on! Please
pray for us as we continue to learn new technology and systems so we can try to worship God in spirit
and in truth. I want to thank everyone who has participated in our new “livestreaming services”. We
are continually striving to give our best so that God will be glorified and the POPUMC members and
the world are blessed. October is a busy month. Please support the Pumpkin Patch, the Sunday school,
the Book Club, and the Hands for God ministries. We also have our Annual Charge Conference this
month. It will convene via Zoom for the first time. All are invited as this is where we discuss the
business, as well as, the activities of the church.
Church, the road may look dark or uncertain sometimes, but let us remember that God is still in
control. As it says in the 23rd Psalm:
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil;
For You are with me;
Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.
Prince of Peace, in the words of my Great-Grandmother:
God Loves You — so do I, and there’s nothing you can do about it! —
Beloved, let us keep moving forward together, loving each other and
doing the work of the Lord!
May God Richly Bless You for All You Do!
Peace and Blessings,

Pastor Robyn Tabb
847.439.0668

popumc.com

Page 2

Prince of Peace UMC’s First Ever
Drive-Through Holy Communion
October 4, 2020

15 Cars
Drove
Through

Joanne Kluck
& Phil Loveall
--Donations for the
Food Pantry

Pastor Robyn Tabb & Liturgist Jaimie Roberts-Duarte
at the Communion and Offering Station
Chancel Choir &
Sharon Cohen on the Keyboard

Rear Row: Steve Hart (hat), Susan Rizzo (blue jacket), Gloria Burzynski (white jacket)
Middle Row: Dave Carlson (burgundy jacket). Nancy Clothier (purple jacket)
Front Row: Kathy Pratt (pink & black jacket), LaVerne Carlson (pale turquoise jacket), Myrtle Klauer (blue jacket)

How to Attend Livestreamed Worship Services
The best way to attend livestreamed worship services:
1. In your browser (Chrome, Firefox, Edge, etc. ) go to the popumc.com website just
before 10am.
2. Click on the blue box to view the weekly service livestreaming on YouTube.
The worship bulletin and an announcements document are emailed to the All Church
email list on Fridays. Links to them are also posted on YouTube just before the service
starts. They are PDF documents, which can be opened, read, and printed in Adobe Reader.
The worship bulletin contains the order of worship, lyrics to the songs you’re invited to
sing, occasional special announcements, and updated prayer lists. The announcements
are typically reminders about things that you’ve seen in your email inbox or the monthly Poppourri newsletter and sometimes heads up
notes about new things coming.
If you can’t join a livestreamed service at 10am on Sunday, but still want to “go” to it, a recording of the service will be available to
you on YouTube a few minutes after that Sunday’s service is ended. To access the recording of a service at any time, click the link
described above or type popumc.com/onlineworship in your browser’s address bar and hit Enter. Recordings of all POPUMC worship
services that have been posted since the middle of March are available on our YouTube channel.

847.439.0668
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The Pumpkin Patch Is Here!
The sales tent was put up on the church lawn on October 3rd.
Our pumpkins will be delivered to the church grounds on Saturday,
October 10th, at 12 noon. Some people have volunteered to unload and
organize the pumpkins, including members of POPUMC and several Elk Grove High School students
recruited by social science teacher Mr. Joseph Bush! There’s always lots to do to arrange the pumpkins,
so if you want to help, please come.
The sale itself will begin on Sunday, October 11th, beginning at noon, There are two-hour sales shifts
scheduled every day through Halloween, Saturday, October 31st, ending at 7pm. Call (847-439-0668)
or email the church office (office@popumc.com) to sign up to fill one or more sales shifts.
Good news! We have sales captains for each of the three weeks of the Pumpkin Patch. Orville Brown
is captain the week of October 11th, Jo Anne Martin the week of October 18th, and Jaimie RobertsDuarte the week of October 25th. Myrtle Klauer will be keeping track of our sales and reporting back to
Pumpkins USA, our vendor, and Mark Demzien is the Pumpkin Patch Chair. If you see any of these
people around, salute them for their work on behalf of the church.
Please invite the people you know to come and buy pumpkins from us. Thank you for supporting
this fun and fabulous fundraiser!

Call for Our Annual Church Conference
In their “call for a church conference, the Northern Illinois Cabinet, including our Bishop Sally Dyck and District
Superintendent, said, ...we...acknowledge and give thanks for how hard you have been working. You have met these
challenging times with tenacity, grace and adaptability. We are
hearing great stories of [how] churches adapted quickly to online
worship and created new ministries in their communities. The fruits of
your labors are truly recognized… We are even realizing some growth
in giving and attendance!
Second, it is also true that we are still facing challenges, with likely
more to come our way… We know that the number of hours required
for this new way of “doing church” has been a...burden on many. We
also recognize the loss of relationships and how much is missed by not
being together in community. We mourn with you. We are here with
resources and assistance to help you overcome and adapt as best we
can.
Finally, because of the pandemic and its unknown influence in the
future, the Cabinet has decided that all church conferences should be
held online using Zoom video conferencing. We do not intend to set a precedent for future church conferences; this
decision is based on the current extreme circumstances of the COVID-19 pandemic.
As Pastor Robyn said in her October letter (page 2): All are invited as this is where we discuss the business, as well as,
the activities of the church. That means you are welcome to attend! Church leaders have been submitting annual
reports to the office, and we will email them to you in a PDF document before the meeting. As soon as we receive the
Zoom “how to” information, we’ll share it with you. We expect the meeting will be celebratory and interesting and
will last just about an hour. See you there!
847.439.0668
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Pastor Tina Shelton began
serving Community United
Methodist Church in South
Elgin, Illinois, as 1/4 time
supply pastor, effective
September 15, 2020. Pastor
Tina is a member of Prince of Peace
UMC, having joined by transfer from
the First United Methodist Church in
Des Plaines in March. She is a
Certified Candidate for Ordained
Ministry and is on the path toward ordination under
the care of the Elgin District Committee on Ordained
Ministry and Prince of Peace.

Aidan Wysocki was
recognized as an Eagle Scout
at the Troop 196 Court of
Honor on September 27,
2020. His ceremony was
held on the grounds of
Prince of Peace where Aidan
planted the Pollinator Garden in 2018 as his
Scout project.
Eagle Scout is the highest achievement
attainable in the Boy Scouts of America (BSA).
Since its inception in 1911, only four percent of
Scouts have earned this rank after a lengthy
review process.

Blessings in your appointment, Tina!

Congratulations, Aidan!

Our Church Foundation is Strong
Do you remember the little hand play we learned in Summer Bible Camp? Go ahead, try it.

Here it the Church. Here is the Steeple. Open it up, and here are all the People.
While we have not been able to meet in our lovely round church at the corner of Arlington Heights Road
and Devon Avenue for almost 7 months now, all the People of Prince of Peace are still keeping the faith.
When the pandemic brought our meeting in person at our Church to a halt, we knew that so many
opportunities to gather were gone. On Sundays after service we couldn’t visit in in our new Gathering Place.
Our festive banquet was postponed until 2021. There were no Itasca fireworks, so there was no FireBucks
Parking. Our fledging Trunk Sale, started in 2019, didn’t happen. No Glamour & Glitz Sale in November. All
these times to socialize and contribute to Our Church, gone.
But when we asked if you would come forward and support Our Church with the One Foundation
Fundraiser (even without the fun of gathering), YOU DID!
I am humbled. To date, the Church is One Foundation Fundraiser has collected over $4500.
WE WILL SURVIVE!
Now, as we await the arrival of our pumpkins on the big semi from New Mexico on Saturday, October
10th, we are looking forward to one of the last big 2020 fundraising campaigns for Prince of Peace. My
prediction is that we will once again sell ALL the pumpkins and have an outstanding return from the Great
POP Pumpkin Patch.
If you can volunteer some time at the Patch, great. We look forward to seeing your “eyes above the
mask.” But if standing in the cold and rotating pumpkins doesn’t sound like fun, then tell your neighbors,
friends, and family to come and buy lots of pumpkins.
Until we meet again in person, I send my love and prayers toward each of you, that you are keeping well
and keeping the faith!
aka “Stew”
Your Stewardship Co-Chair
847.439.0668
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Finance Report
from Clark Miller, Finance Committtee Chair
The August Treasurer’s Report is below (Summary & Income) and on page 6 (Expenses). This is the most current
report. The September report will be prepared the second week of October.
The 2020 budget was revised at the August Church Council meeting to reflect the impact of the current pandemic
on the church finances. Income projections were reduced $24,300 due to the loss of church sharing, cancellation of
fundraising events, and a 15% reduction in pledges. Helping to offset this deficit is the $25,723 SBA PPP Loan (Cares
Act) that we received to pay salaries and utilities. The revised budget also included a reduction in projected expenses
of $19,400. The August Treasurer’s Report is based on the revised budget figures.
For the month of August, income exceeded expenses by $632, that is, there was $14,781 income vs. $14,149
expenses. This is encouraging if we can continue to keep income and expenses balanced the remainder of the year.
YTD expenses exceed income by $14,824. We are 67% through the year. Income is 8% below budget at 58% YTD.
However, pledge income is nearly on budget at 66%. We have a couple of fundraising events that will occur yet this
year, most notably the Pumpkin Patch in October. Overall expenses are tracking 2% below plan at 65% YTD.
Two new accounts have been added: One Foundation is a fundraising account to help us through the additional
cost of the Corona Virus Pandemic, and Parsonage Repairs/Update is a Designated Account. Contributions will help
offset the cost of preparing the Parsonage for Pastor Robyn. $4005 was collected for the Parsonage Repairs/Update,
and $3966 has been spent as of August 31.

847.439.0668
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Music Notes

People of Praise,
Together In Song
and Silence
A Think Piece (Part II) Art and Meaning
There has always been the thought that great art is born
out of times of great uncertainty. I know that it is
subjective, but is it a coincidence that some of the finest
expressions of music in the last century have
piggybacked moments of great despair such as the
Depression, The Civil Rights Movement, and the
Vietnam War? Woody Guthrie brought us “This Land Is
Your Land” as a response to “God Bless America” and
the desire to create a new “modern” (at the time)
identity for Americans following decades of hardship;
Dylan’s “Times Are A Changin’” and Coltrane’s
“Alabama” came as commentary to the power keg
cultural landscape that accompanied the Civil Rights
Movement; and both Neil Young’s “Ohio” and CCR’s
“Fortunate Son” are a response to Vietnam. The list can
go on.
Now we find ourselves in yet another watershed
moment. Unfortunately, we have a completely different
set of circumstances, and the game has changed. Due to
restrictions brought by the Covid-Age, group cause
events of the past such as “Human Be-In” and
“Woodstock” would be logistical nightmares today.
To put it simply, we are each now left to find our own
meanings and inspirations. Whether that comes in the
form of a song or the strokes of a brush, great art today
only needs an audience of one, and that audience is
you! Great art is simply an honest expression for an
army of one has never carried greater significance.
With warm regards,
Brian Tredup
Co-Director of Music

Calendar
Look for worship services
and church meetings on the
POP Google Calendar. Go to
the website (popumc.com),
scroll down to the middle of
the landing page to see 4
rolling dates or click on the
arrow to see the whole
month.

847.439.0668

Hello friends of POPUMC and Happy Fall!
I just love Fall and its crazy weather and beautiful
colors, don’t you? I love to put on a sweatshirt and sit
out in my yard with friends and family around a fire.
Let me rephrase that: one friend and one family
member. In these Covid times, everything is different.
Every day, every week seems to push us into new
territory and new challenges. Sometimes we get
discouraged, and we grumble, and we want it all to go
back to normal.
But remember the Israelites and how they wandered
in the desert? Wandering and wandering for years? I
am sure that they kept praising God on the Sabbath,
probably gathering in their Tribes, (their bubbles) even
when it was a difficult week. They regrouped, recentered
and kept walking, one foot in front of the other, leaving
their regrets and sins behind. They may have had to find
different ways to praise God, but they kept doing it. They
created new songs and a new legacy and their children
were all the better for it.
As you may remember, I married into a Jewish
family, and Jay would make often say, ‘You wander, I’m
going to lunch.” This always made me laugh! While we
wander aimlessly in the desert, while we wait for lunch
or a sign from God or we wait for the Christ Child to
come during Advent and while we wait for lent’s
darkness to be over so we can rejoice and celebrate our
risen Lord on Easter, remember that much sacrifice and
growth happens during these difficult times of waiting.
With waiting comes renewal and learning new ways
to do old things. I feel this challenge in our services on
Sunday. We went from a comfy groove, to no church, to
building a semblance of a service from our own homes
to finally piecing ourselves back together in the
sanctuary and learning new ways to communicate with
each other and with all of you, the church family.
So, let’s be patient and sing and read scripture and
be renewed and sell pumpkins and redecorate for the
seasons and try to do it all with Love--as God has loved
us. Let us praise God and be thankful in all things.
And remember, doing for others helps us feel valued
as well. Love your neighbor as yourself. The more we
give, the more we receive in love and gifts, offerings and
sacrifice. God has brought us together in this family of
Prince of Peace.
Rejoice and be glad!
Sharon Cohen
Co-Director of Music

popumc.com
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Garden Update
Volunteers have worked hard this summer to care for the
Bob Lawson Living and Giving Garden. We recently harvested 39 pounds of potatoes! We installed three separate arches/trellises for beans this year which were beautiful as well as prolific. Also grown were onions, tomatoes, yellow squash, zucchini squash, cucumbers, eggplant and melons. The basil produced so much that we
donated bunches to the food pantry each week! More
flowers like zinnias and marigolds were planted this season which added to the beauty of the garden and attracted tons more pollinators. We're now picking the green
tomatoes so we can let them ripen indoors and then donate. We've also started collecting seeds of certain varieties so we can plant them again next year. Soon, we'll
clean up and close up the garden until 2021.
~ Michelle Pohlman

July 13, 2020
Friends at the Living Giving Community Garden:
Dear Friends,
Thank you for your donation to the Elk Frove Township Food
Pantry. We are appreciative of your thoughts about those many
Township residents who struggle monthly to make ends meet.
It is almost impossible for some Township residents to stretch
and already limited hoiushold budget to purchase food due to
the rising costs of utilities, health care, and unexpected
expenses. Your donation of fresh herbs and produce to the
Food Pantry assist in easing this burden for families in our
community.
Sincerely,
Michael H. Sweeney
Supervisor

Harvest Time
847.439.0668
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Your Missions Team is back in action after a long
quarantine due to Covid-19 and the closure of our
church building. We are preparing to begin our
food backpack program at Byrd School again after
making adjustments for the students not being
physically at school. We will be delivering food to
Byrd School in October, to be distributed to families
during parent-teacher conferences. We hope to
also present gift cards to the families to help out in
any way they may need assistance. If you would
like to make a donation to this program, please do
so online at popumc.com or send a check to the
church noting “Food Backpack” on the check.
As always, thanks and blessings to you for your
generosity.
Your Missions and Outreach Team

A Word of Appreciation
You may remember that on March 14. 2020, Pastor Cerna Rand and the Church Council
cancelled the Youth Mission Trip Endless Love Fundraiser Dinner and Program scheduled for
that evening and the March 15th morning worship service, as well. And thus, Prince of Peace
United Methodist Church entered into the Covid-19 Pandemic phase of our church life.
By the following Sunday, March 22nd, Pastor Cerna and a team of volunteers and staff set up a YouTube
channel, created our first all-video worship service, and sent you the first of what were to become many
invitations to worship and otherwise celebrate virtually. Since then, the faith, creativity, and commitment of
church leaders and volunteers, Pastor Cerna, and our new Pastor Robyn Tabb have been employed to continue
worship services, fellowship gatherings, musical offerings, and many other ways to worship our generous and
loving God and celebrate important events within and beyond our community of faith.
This, then, is a note to say thank you to each and every one of you who have helped Prince of Peace continue
to be the terrific witness it is of God’s love, Christ’s teachings, and the Spirit’s sustaining power.
At my age and stage, remembering every single name is not possible, but there are a few people I have had
the pleasure to work with almost every week, and here I raise you up. For all the tech work, thank you to Judy
Pohlman, Matt McGregor, and Mark Demzien. For all the music, thank you to Sharon Cohen, Brian Tredup, Steve
Hart, and the many singers, both church members and guests. For the prayers and preaching, thank you to Pastor
Robyn, who hit the ground running, and Pastor Cerna, who worked to the very end, to Pastor Tina, and to various
lay leaders. For the ceremonies planned and carried off, and gifts given and fun had, thank you to Jaimie RobertsDuarte, Tammy Miller, Myrtle Klauer, and Barbara Moore. For planning and managing sanitation, for making sure
the church building is safe to enter, and paving a calmly cautious path back toward “normalcy”, thank you to the
Health Team , the Trustees, and the Church Council.
Although we have a ways to go before we’re all back in the building, you--the women and men of this
congregation here in Elk Grove Village--every day you are so graciously and faithfully “the church” through your
prayers and presence, your gifts and service, and your witness. I am glad to work among you!
Peace,

847.439.0668
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Help Wanted: Liturgists and Scripture Readers at Worship Services
Do you want to be in the Sunday worship leadership team from time to time? As we
prepared to move to livestreaming worship services for the first time on September 6,
Pastor Robyn and the Worship Committee reaffirmed the importance of laity having
leadership roles during worship services. At minimum, there will be one or more Scripture
Readers and a Liturgist leading each service with Pastor Robyn.
The Scripture Reader has long been a traditional role at Prince of Peace. It requires that
the reader practice the reading(s) ahead of time and then deliver them during the service. The office sends
the scripture readings to the readers, usually on Friday, so they have time to prepare.

In the past, our seminary interns have often fulfilled the Liturgist role, but they also had other things they
did like teaching Sunday school or leading book study or reflection groups. Now we are seeking Liturgists
from within the congregation who will be a worship leader for 3-4 consecutive Sundays. At most services
the Liturgist will assist the pastor by leading the Welcome and Announcements, Opening Prayer, and Gifts
and Offerings segments of the service. She or he will also assist Pastor Robyn when Holy Communion is
served and perform other functions as needed. From time to time, as we continue to develop livestreaming
and “live” services in the sanctuary, the Liturgist will need to come to a rehearsal or two.
Would you like to be a Scripture Reader or a Liturgist or both, though not usually at the same time? If so,
we would love to have you be part of the worship leadership team! We’re planning to provide some
training and coaching to Liturgists and Scripture Readers to help prepare or refresh you for those roles.
Contact the church office at 847-439-0668 or by email to state your interest and willingness to serve!
We look forward to hearing from you by our next meeting date, Thursday, November 5th!
~ POP Worship Committee ~
Pastor Robyn Tabb
Brian Agustin-Kinnard
Sharon Cohen
Carole Davenport
Mark Demzien
Myrtle Klauer
Tammy Miller
Judy Pohlman
Jaimie Roberts-Duarte
Brian Tredup

Curious about POPUMC Worship Attendance in 2020?
Here’s the Scoop on Average Church Attendance!
 10 Sundays pre-Covid-19 building closure: 72
 30 Sunday services online via YouTube since building closure: 101

847.439.0668
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Thank you to everyone who donated
food on Sunday, October 3rd during
Drive-Through Communion event!
As of this newsletter date, the Elk Grove
Food Pantry continues to request
these items:
 Canned tuna in water
 Kleenex
 Paper towels
 Toilet paper
 Canned fruit
 Chicken noodle soup
 Tomato soup
Drop off food at
Elk Grove Presbyterian Church
600 E Elk Grove Blvd.

The POP book club is
hoping to get back together
again, although we may
face some new challenges
due to COVID-19.

Good News!
Hands for God
is starting up again.
The first gathering will be
Friday, October 16, 10:00am, on Google Meet. The plan
is to continue meeting on on the 3rd Friday morning of
every month, at first virtually, and later, in the POPUMC
church building.
The second gathering will be Tuesday, November 3,
2:00pm. This meeting will also be on Google Meet. We
plan to continue meeting on the 1st Tuesday of every
month, again virtually, until participants feel comfortable
coming to the building.
In order to receive Google Meet invitations and meeting
login infomration, please send an email to Marlea Smith
at marleas49@gmail with a CC to Carole Davenport at
office@popumc.com.
There is lots of yarn and thread available to use if you’re
making a project that will be donated to people who are
shut in or sick or in mourning.
Please invite other yarn and fabric workers to come to
one or both meetings every month. The more hands for
God, the more joy and comfort we can share!

847.439.0668

Our first meeting will be
Wednesday,
October 7th, at 1:00 PM.
We thought we would try
getting together in the afternoon rather than the
evening.
As we haven't met since February, it's been suggested
that we each share something about the books we've
been reading during the quarantine.
If we have decent weather, we would like to hold the
first meeting outside on the church grounds.
If the weather is too cold, windy, or wet, we will meet
inside, in the sanctuary, with all the chairs placed at
least 6 feet apart.
 Face masks are required.
 As we come into the building, everyone will have
their temperature taken. (If you are not feeling
well please do not attend until you feel better)
 There is a hand sanitizing station near the door.
Please use it as you come in.
 Also plan to sign in, and sign out after our
meeting, on the table near the hand sanitizing
station. There are clean and used pencils in
marked containers there.

It will be great to get together again! Stay safe!

popumc.com
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Prince of Peace
United Methodist Church
1400 Arlington Heights Rd.
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007-3893





SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
10:00 AM Streaming at YouTube
PASTOR
Rev. Robyn M. Tabb
STAFF
Sharon Cohen, Music Co-Director
Carole Davenport, Administrative Assistant
Brian Tredup, Music Co-Director
CONTACT INFORMATION
office@popumc.com
847.439.0668
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