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Poppourri 
January 15—February 29, 2020 

 

 SUNDAY WORSHIP & ACTIVITIES AT A GLANCE  
9:00-9:45am - Adult Sunday School (Information on Page 5) 

10:00-11:00am - Worship Service with Children’s Sunday School around 10:15am 
 

JANUARY  
 

Sunday, January 5 – Epiphany of the Lord - Holy Communion 
Three Kings Procession  
Scripture Readings: Isaiah 60:1-6; Matthew 2:1-12 
Sermon Title: “Offering Gifts” 
Sermon Synopsis:  What gifts can you offer to the Lord this year? Like the wise men, we are to give our lives 
and offer our best gifts. Whatever your gifts, big or small, they are needed in God’s work. The verse four of the 
hymn; “In the Bleak Midwinter” says; 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; 
yet what can I give him: give my heart.” 
(The United Methodist Hymnal #221 - By Christina G. Rossetti) 

The best gift that you can give to Jesus is your heart. Will you receive the Messiah into your heart this New Year? 
Then we can give to others the gift of Christ in our own way, too. Let us welcome 2020 with a new covenant 
with God and new hope for a wonderful year. Amen.  

 

Sunday, January 12 – Baptism of the Lord - Remember Your Baptism, and Be 
Thankful! 
Pastor Emily Rettinghouse Preaching 
Scripture Readings: Isaiah 42:1-9; Matthew 3:13-17 
Sermon Title: “Immersion and Renewal” 
 

Sunday, January 19 – 2nd Sunday after Epiphany - Human Relations Sunday  
Speaker: Hanoch Kanhai-Zamora, Staff Attorney, Northern Illinois Justice for Our Neighbors (JFON). 
JFON provides free high-quality legal services to low-income immigrants, engages in education and advocacy 
efforts and builds cross-cultural relationships. We will take a special offering for JFON. (See page 2 for more 
information about our speaker and JFON.) 
 

Sunday, January 26, – 3rd Sunday after Epiphany - Recognition of 
Outgoing Church Leaders and Installation of 2020 Church Leaders  
Scripture Readings: Isaiah 9:1-4; Matthew 4:12-23 
Sermon Title: “God Calls Ordinary People” 
Sermon Synopsis: God calls ordinary people, who have open minds and willing 
hearts to obey God’s will. The first disciples were not given guarantees that their lives would be easier once they 
followed Jesus. Yet, they still gave themselves to faithful service. Why? They saw something in Jesus that was 
inviting, that inspired their trust, and that was worth giving their lives for, for the sake of God’s kingdom. How 
about us? What is God’s calling for you? Jesus wants us to make a commitment today. He does not want us to 
procrastinate. For those of you who are already leaders in the church, Christ is asking you to renew your 
commitment to serve him. To those of you who are still thinking about how to get involved, God wants you to 
take a chance and be on the journey with Jesus.  
 

11:15am Worship Attendants Training Session & Pizza Lunch (Sanctuary) 
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FEBRUARY  
 

Sunday, February 2 – 4th Sunday after Epiphany - Holy Communion 
Scripture Readings: Micah 6:1-8; Matthew 5:1-12 
Sermon Title: “What Does God Require of Us?” 
Sermon Synopsis: The prophet Micah asked a very powerful question: “What does the Lord require of you but 
to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God” (verse 8)? God is not interested in burnt 
offerings or any form of sacrifice or religious ritual. The Lord is more interested in how we live as “people of the 
light.” Whatever the culture used to identify what was true religion at that time was totally inappropriate to God. 
What is important to God is a life of focus on and doing the things of required by the Almighty God. What God is 
looking for are these things: Are we fair, just, compassionate, and loyal enough in our love to take God seriously? 

 

Sunday, February 9 – 5th Sunday after Epiphany – UMC Scouting Sunday 
No sermon on this Sunday. We will hear stories and testimonies from Scout leaders 
and members like Lynnette Dippon and others from Venture Crew. 
 

Sunday, February 16 – 6th Sunday after Epiphany 
Pastor Emily Rettinghouse Preaching 
Children’s Message – Pastor Cerna Rand 
 

Sunday, February 23 – Transfiguration Sunday 
Scripture Readings: Exodus 24:12-18; Matthew 17:1-9 
Sermon Title: “God’s Transforming Presence Shines through Us” 
Sermon Synopsis: The transfiguration mystery would be worthless if 
the disciples kept it to themselves on top of the mountain. It must be 
taken to the valley so that God’s awesome revelation of himself would 
come to those who were not present on the mountaintop. As a church, we are called to shine and bring 
transformation events to our neighborhoods and beyond. God’s transforming presence shines through us. The 
power of God shining through his Beloved Son is the same light that shines through each one of us. May God’s 
glory fill the world through us. Friends, let us shine for God’s glory! The Prince of Peace Mission Statement is: 
“Serve God and Change Lives.” Let us go, therefore, to shine for Jesus. 
 

Wednesday, February 26 – Ash Wednesday 
6pm All-Church Soup and Salad Potluck organized by the Hospitality Committee  
7pm Worship Service – Imposition of Ashes, Symbolic Foot Washing , Holy 
Communion 

Northern Illinois JFON & Attorney Hanoch Kanhai-Zamora 
 

In addition to legal services provided by skilled attorneys at clinics across Northern Illinois, JFON 

staff and volunteers provide hospitality and childcare, assist with requisite paperwork, and offer a 

free legal consultation for every immigrant who comes to the clinic.  Rooted in the United 

Methodist Church and moved by our faith to welcome immigrants, we are a non-profit 

organization that welcomes people of all background and faiths. 
 

Hanoch first volunteered at the JFON Aurora Clinic in 2013 and continued volunteering while in  

law school. He joined JFON as staff attorney in 2018. He was born in the U.S. to the son of 

immigrant migrant workers who came from Grenada and Trinidad. While in law school, Hanoch 

organized the National Latina/o Law Student Association’s first moot court competition. He has received public 

interest awards from the Illinois State Bar Association, the Diversity Scholarship Foundation, and Northern Illinois 

University College of Law for his pro-bono work. 
 

Hanoch’s experiences gave him insight into human trafficking, challenges in seeking social security disability benefits, 

and homelessness, as well as Muslim civil rights under the travel ban. He is active in a number of bar associations and 

currently serves as the Vice President of Public Relations for the South Asian Bar Association of Chicago. He earned his 

bachelor’s degree from Northern Illinois University in 2010 and his Juris Doctor from NIU  College of Law in 2017. 



 

  847.439.0668 popumc.com Page 3 

 

A Word of Gratitude from Pastor Cerna 
 

 

“I thank my God every time I mention you in my prayers. I’m thankful for all 
of you every time I pray, and it’s always a prayer full of joy. I’m glad because 
of the way you have been my partners in the ministry of the gospel from the 
time you first believed it until now.” (Philippians 1:3-5 – Common English 
Bible) 
 

One of my joys in my deployment as a pastor is seeing enthusiastic and 
dedicated lay people love God, their church and neighbors. And of course, 

with their commitment to work hand in hand with their pastor, the staff and other church leaders, they 
make our ministry together easier and rewarding. When the lay people and the church staff trust God and 
work together, greater things are accomplished for the HOLY ONE who called us to be a church.  
 

We are blessed at Prince of Peace for having so many deeply committed and loving lay people who are very 
willing to go the extra mile to do ever greater things for God. As a pastor, I have witnessed and continue to 
see our lay persons’ generosity and joy as they grow in their faith and in faithful service for others.  
 

I continue to thank God for the leaders of the church, and I celebrate their commitment to make a 
difference at Prince of Peace as well as in the community and beyond. Through God’s grace and the 
generosity and hard work of our leaders, Prince of Peace is strong and able to accomplish God’s work, not 
only for one another within the four walls of the church building but also in the wider world.  
 

Words are not enough to express my gratitude to the leaders of the church and especially those whose 
terms ended in 2019. We have accomplished a great deal in 2019 because of you. We will miss you in your 
leadership positions, but we are confident we will see you at church at worship and church activities and as 
you take up different responsibilities. All who have been in leadership positions have done excellent things!  
 

From the bottom of heart, I want to thank the following three individuals for their unceasing support for the 
church and my ministry. I am lifting up these three key leaders who faithfully fulfilled their duties within 
their specific positions over long periods of time; they did remarkable jobs: 

 George Evans, Board of Trustees Chair for eight years.  
 Martha Baur, Treasurer for six years. 
 Charlie Waite, Financial Secretary for four years. 
 Mary Ann Loveall, Board of Trustees member for nine years. 

Please join me during the worship service on Sunday, January 19th, as we honor and celebrate George, 
Martha, Charlie, and Mary Ann. During that worship service, we also will be installing the church leaders 
whose service will begin or continue in 2020. These are some of the new leadership in 2020: 

 Jaimie Roberts-Duarte, Board of Trustees Chair 
 Betsy Boswell, Treasurer 
 Myrtle Klauer, Financial Secretary 
 David Kinnard, Stewardship Co-chair 
 Marilyn Wilkerson, Lydia Circle President 
 New committee members who are participating in the work of our church with their prayerful 

and passionate presence, prayers, and actions. (Please see the 2020 Leadership List on page 4.) 
 

May God bless us in our work together in 2020, and may our Lord be glorified in all that we do. Amen! 
 

 

Grace and Peace, 
 
 

Pastor Cerna 
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Secretary Myrtle Klauer 

Lay Leaders Tammy & Clark Miller 

Treasurer Betsy Boswell 

Financial Secretary Myrtle Klauer 
Stewardship Committee Co-Chair Karen Briskey-Cranmer 
Stewardship Committee Co-Chair David Kinnard 
Staff-Parish Relations (SPRC) Chair Tammy Miller 
NIC Lay Member Judy Pohlman 
NIC Alt Lay Member Mark Demzien 
Membership Secretary Patti Aparo 

Auditor Steve Canak 
All Committee Chairs and Co-Chairs  

2020 2021 2022 
Brian Agustin Brian Agustin Brian Agustin 
Steve Canak     
Melody Canak Melody Canak Melody Canak 
Ursula Carlson     
Mark Demzien     

George Evans     
Jo Anne Martin Jo Anne Martin Jo Anne Martin 
Clark Miller     
Brian Pohlman     
Jaimie Roberts-Duarte Jaimie Roberts-Duarte Jaimie Roberts-Duarte 

Church Council - Chair: Mark Demzien 

Board of Trustees - Chair: Jaimie Roberts-Duarte  

Lay Leadership (Nominations) - Chair: Pastor Cerna Castro Rand

  2020 - 2021 - 2022  
Allie Cline Gina Cline                        Mark Demzien 
Myrtle Klauer Judy Pohlman 

Finance Committee - Chair: Clark Miller  
Betsy Boswell, Treasurer Clark Miller, Chair & Lay Leader 

Myrtle Klauer, Financial Secretary Judy Pohlman, NIC Lay Member 
Mark Demzien, Church Council 
Chair & NIC Alt. Lay Member 

Jaimie Roberts-Duarte,  
Trustees Chair 

Tammy Miller, SPRC Chair & 
 Lay Leader 

Karen Briskey-Cranmer,  
Stewardship Co-Chair 

David Kinnard, Stewardship  
Co-Chair 

Steve Canak, Auditor 
Carol Bachus, Bookkeeper 

Stewardship Committee - Co-Chairs: Karen Briskey-Cranmer     
          and David Kinnard  

LaVerne Carlson Myrtle Klauer            Joyce Demetros 

Jaimie Roberts-Duarte Bill Demetros 

    Staff-Parish Relations Committee - Chair: Tammy Miller 

 

                                          2020 - 2021 - 2022  
Betsy Boswell       Judy Pohlman               Dave Carlson 

Kathy Pratt                   Gina Cline     Linda Trigg 

Mark Demzien      Joan Witt 

Children’s Ministries - Chair: Ann Robert 

Ursula Carlson, Nursery Caregivers Coordinator 
Malinda Larkin Joyce Demetros 
Emily Rettinghouse, Seminary Intern  

Youth Ministries - Co-Chairs: Connie & Mike Wysocki 

Brian Agustin David Kinnard 

Flower Ministry - Chair: Jaimie Roberts-Duarte 

Laurie Perkins         Sam Roberts-Duarte        Pat Sogar 

2020 Lay Leadership  

Mission & Outreach Committee - Chair: Betsy Boswell 
Mary Ann Loveall Gloria Burzynski                 Phil Loveall 

Susan Rizzo Allie Cline                              Marci Evans 

Social Action Committee - Co-Chairs: Melody Canak & Marci Evans 

Betsy Boswell Frank Abbate                          Sandy Abbate 

Linda Knorr Susan Rizzo                             Mary Ann Loveall 

Sally Mydill Emily Mydill 

Worship Committee - Chair: Pastor Cerna Castro Rand 
Brian Tredup, Music Co-Director Sharon Cohen, Music Co-Director 

Tammy Miller Judy Pohlman 

Myrtle Klauer Pastor Betsy Evans Ingstrup 

Carole Davenport Mark Demzien 

Jaimie Roberts-Duarte  

Communications Committee - Chair: Judy Pohlman 

Judy Pohlman - Website Coordinator, Video, Photography, Graphics  

Social Media - Melody Canak and Jaimie Roberts-Duarte 

Event Publicity - Betsy Boswell 

Calendar, Newsletters, Email Blasts - Carole Davenport  

Hospitality Committee - Chair: Barbara Moore 

Betty Brown Orville Brown                    Shirley Caudle 

Gina Cline Kathy Pratt                          Linda Knorr 

Colleen Killam Debbie Buttles                    Judy Pohlman 

Marilyn Wilkerson Linda Elsner 

Memorial Committee - Chair: LaVerne Carlson 
Donna Wade Doris Lawson                     Joyce Chapman 

Jo Anne Martin Shirley Caudle 

Lydia Circle - President: Marilyn Wilkerson 

Cornelia Shoffner, Secretary Nancy Hartwig, Treasurer 

Pumpkin Patch Committee - Chair: Mark Demzien 

Orville Brown Myrtle Klauer 

Jo Anne Martin George Evans 

Jaimie Roberts-Duarte Sam Roberts-Duarte 

Our Pastor’s Committee Leadership and Membership 

By virtue of her role as the Northern 
Illinois Conference clergy appointed to 
Prince of Peace United Methodist Church, 
Pastor Cerna Castro Rand chairs the Lay 
Leadership (Nominations) Committee and 
the Worship Committee.  
 

In addition, Pastor Cerna is a member of 
the Church Council, Finance Committee, Staff Parish Relations 
Committee, Stewardship Committee, Communications 
Committee, and the Children’s Ministries and Youth Ministries 
teams.  
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     ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
     Sundays, January 26 and February 2, 9, 16 & 23 
     9:00-9:45am 
For these five weeks we will read and discuss The Walk by 

Adam Hamilton. Rev. Dr. Hamilton is a United Methodist clergyperson, the pastor of 

22,000-member United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas, the 

largest United Methodist congregation in the world, measured by both weekend 

attendance and membership.  
 

The synopsis of The Walk says: How do we walk with Christ—daily follow him, grow in 

him, and faithfully serve him? Join best-selling author Adam Hamilton as he examines 

five essential spiritual practices rooted in Jesus’ own walk with God.  
 

An excerpt from the book’s Introduction: 

      In Matthew 4, Jesus walked along the shoreline of the Sea of Galilee. He came to Simon Peter and Andrew 

and gave them this simple instruction: “Come, follow me.” A few steps later he called James and John to do 

the same. Sometime later he saw a tax collector named Matthew and said to him: “Follow me.” These 

followers became known as disciples, ones who follow, learn from, and emulate their master. And the word 

“to follow” in Greek is “akolontheo,” which means “to accompany on a journey or to walk with someone 

down a road.” 

      It is this idea of walking with Jesus that we will lean most heavily upon in this book. It is a simple way of 

thinking about our Christian life. We are followers of Jesus. We are seeking to learn from him, to emulate  

him, to go where he wants us to go, to do what he wants us to do, and to walk on the journey of life with him. 
 

Join us in this study as we move toward Lent. Pre-registration is not required. If you cannot make every 

session, please come to those you can. 

                                   It Takes a Village 
 

You might remember this phrase as the title of a book some years ago. It 
refers to the number of people and resources needed to raise a child. 
Two years ago I, along with Cerna and Mike and Connie Wysocki, 
attended a workshop on this very subject. How does a church make 
Sunday school and the United Methodist Youth Fellowship relevant? Yes, 
parental guidance is paramount, but there are things we can do as a 
congregation to provide support. We have more students enrolled in 
Sunday school than we have had in a long time.  
 

I know all of you love children and respect their needs. This is made apparent during our drive for school 
supplies, winter clothing and the small change program. But, I would like to challenge each of you to take it 
one step further. Make a promise to yourself that you will talk to one child each Sunday. Introduce yourself 
and have a small conversation with them. 
 

The next week look for the same child. Call them by name. Ask them how their week went.  Recognize them 
with a wave across the Gathering Place. Be a friend to God’s children. You’ll be surprised how the children 
and you, as an adult friend, will make an impact on each other’s lives. It may take a while, but it will be worth 
it. It takes a whole church to help kids grown in Christ. 
 

Ann Robert 

Children’s Ministries Chair 
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POPUMC YOUTH 

Hey Church!  
 

Here we are about half way through the Confirmation year, and we are still rolling strong.  This year Luke and Dean 
were part of the AWESOME show put on by our EXCELLENT Children’s Ministries program. Then a few days later, we 
got together at the parsonage for our annual Christmas party. Every year each family brings a dish that represents 
their heritage or is a Christmas tradition for them. The variety of foods is always fun for us to taste, and especially 
with Cerna’s Filipino background, there is always something different in store for us. She always makes her Pancit, 
and this year, Fish Head Soup. I LOVED the soup!!!!!!  
 

Now that we are coming into the new year and the second half of our program, I wanted to share some dates. 

Confirmation Class Schedule, 6:00-7:15pm: 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are going to try to put a Feed My Starving Children date in there somewhere as well. 
 

As for our Youth, we have our annual fundraiser dinner coming up: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come for a WONDERFUL evening of Food, Music, and Fellowship  
to support our annual Youth Mission Trip!!!  

 

Speaking of fundraising, our Script Card sales were the largest they have ever been. YOU were able to help us raise 
$450 toward the trip!!! THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH!!!! That is truly appreciated and will help us get to Red Bird 
Mission July 26–August 1.  
 

This year we will be joined again by Incarnation UMC. I am also ESTATIC to announce that we will be working with 
Des Plaines UMC as well this year!!!!!  As more of our local, sister churches have heard about our trips, the more 
their interest to have their own trips has grown. Cerna has helped so much in getting the word out, and it has 
allowed me to help Incarnation UMC and Des Plaines UMC get their youth mission programs going. This is such a 
great opportunity for the youth of these congregations to experience what it REALLY means to be the hands and 
feet of God here on Earth, while enjoying fellowship with other local youth. 
 

“I want to be Your hands and feet. I want to live a life that leads. Until the whole world hears!” —Casting Crowns 
 

Mike Wysocki  

Youth Ministries Co-Coordinator 

January 15  

January 29 

February 12  

February 26 (Ash Wednesday) 

March 4  

March 18 

April 1       

April 15 

May 6 (End of year PARTY!!!) 
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It Happened in Advent... 

Families Lighting Advent Wreath Candles during Sunday Worship Services 
 

New Christmas Decorations in the Sanctuary and the Gathering Place 
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Sunday, December 15, 2019 

“The Good News Flash!” 

Children & Youth 
Christmas Pageant 

It Happened in Advent... 

Nativity Lunch Fundraiser 
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People of Praise - Together In Song 
 

What a joyous holiday season we have had this past year at Prince of Peace Church! 
Though the church may be small in numbers, albeit growing, it never ceases to amaze me 
how large a footprint is left by Prince of Peace both within and outside the church walls. 

Whether it be the decorations gracing the sanctuary, caroling out in the community, or the generous 
giving to the food pantry: a difference is being made. As individuals this is very humbling as this all shows 
the whole is greater than the sum of its parts.  
 

As a co-director of music at Prince of Peace, along with Sharon, it’s our job to curate music for worship in 
the hope of reaching people and bring a sentiment to the congregation that accompanies the pastor’s 
message. However, at the end of the day, these are just songs. It is the work of the congregation and their 
action within the church and the community that makes the presentation of these songs relevant. I can’t 
speak for Sharon, but this humbles me greatly. I feel blessed to be able to bring a music ministry to a 
congregation which always brings more to the table. Happy New Year Prince of Peace Church!  
 

—Brian Tredup 
 

POP Alive Band 
at the 2019 Christmas Musical Presentation  

Sunday, December 22, 2019  
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Music Notes from Co-Director Sharon Cohen... 
 

I so enjoyed our Christmas Program and our Advent and Christmas services collaborating with the 
Chancel Choir and POP Alive Band. As we look forward to celebrating these next weeks before a 
contemplative time in Lent, lets think about hymns past and future. 
 

"We Three Kings of Orient Are", which we sang on Epiphany Sunday states that the Kings brought  
 Gold, a gift fit for a King; 
 Frankincense, used by priests to worship their God; and 
 Myrrh, often used as a burial spice.  

So this baby Jesus was honored as King, God, and Sacrifice, hints of what is to come for Jesus.  
 

It seems after this joyous season we jump into Lent so quickly. Another hymn of reflection, though, is" Let Us 
Break Bread Together on Our Knees". It is said that this is a spiritual that may have arisen from "secret, 
forbidden worship meetings"  in Virginia. Two significant things mentioned in a phrase in this hymn: "fall on 
my knees with my face to the rising sun".  As Christians, we take communion in a variety of ways, individually 
or together, on our knees, or standing up or or sitting down. In any case, many altars face the East from whence 
the sun rises. This altar placement is true in many religions, Christian or not. (One source of this insight is The 
One Year Book of Hymns..) 
 

Lift your voice and sing! 
Sharon 

Chancel Choir 
at the 2019 Christmas Musical Presentation  

Sunday, December 22, 2019  
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From your Missions and Outreach Team: 

  
Prince of Peace is once again celebrating the NFL 
Super Bowl by sponsoring “souper” bowl Sunday on  
February 2, 2020. Please bring your donations of cans 
of soup to worship on February 2 to benefit our friends 
at the food pantry. Last year we collected a record 345 
cans of soup for this event and would love to break 
that record this year.  
 

So remember as you shop for Super Bowl 
snacks this year, pick up several cans of 
soup, too, so we can break our record and 
help stop hunger in our community. 

 
 
 
 
 

The Social Action Committee thanks you for your 
continued contributions to the recycling program.  In 
2019, 682 buttons, pens, pencils, markers, scissors, keys, 
Altoid tins, books and National Geographic magazines 
were collected for SCARCE, all of which helps people 
while keeping items out of the landfills. Countless empty 
oral and personal care containers, pump and trigger 
sprays, and #6 plastic cups were collected for proper 
recycling through TerraCycle. 1353 batteries were taken 
to Elk Grove Village. New in 2019, 83 bread bag tags 
were collected for Danielle Cares for Chairs, which sells 
the tags and purchases wheelchairs. Also, $480 was 
given to the church for your donations of empty ink and 
toner cartridges.  We appreciate your commitment to 
protecting God’s creation!   

 
 
 
 

January-February Eco  Tip 
Brought to you by the POP Social ACT!ON Committee 

 

Happy New Year from the Social Act!on team! 
   

Just a friendly reminder when using the recycling bins 
at church.  Please remove all plastic bags and garbage 

when placing items in the bin.   
Thanks for your help. 

 

What is the Current Status  
of the United Methodist Church? 

        In February 2019, the UMC Special General 
Conference approved retaining the language in the 
Book of Discipline which prohibits same-sex marriage 
and ordination of LGBTQ individuals, and also adopted 
more stringent enforcement policies. A plan for 
churches to disaffiliate also was approved (Paragraph 
2553).  In reaction to the approval of this Traditional 
Plan, several petitions have been submitted for the 
2020 General Conference which will be held May 5-15 
in Minneapolis. 
        A US Regional Conference has been proposed. 
Currently, approximately 76% of US delegates (85% in 
NIC) support same-sex marriage and ordination of 
LGBTQ clergy.  Of note, 26 of 54 annual conferences 
have stated that they will not accept the Traditional 
Plan. 
        Other plans that have been submitted call for one 
or more denominations. Example placeholder names 
for the denominations are Traditionalist, Progressive, 
Moderate/Centrist and Liberationist. As Pastor Cerna 
announced, another plan was recently developed by 
representatives from multiple (but not all) 
organizations of varying theological points of view and 
by a number of Bishops from around the world. The 
“Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace Through 
Separation” calls for a spin-off of a Traditionalist 
Methodist denomination.  In the plan the UMC Council 
of Bishops would call the first session of the US 
Regional Conference of the remaining UMC to consider 
legislation related to changes to repeal the language of 
the traditional plan and other portions related to 
LGBTQ persons. All of the above plans call for a 
suspension or moratorium of complaints, disciplinary 
actions, and trials. Congregations, clergy, and 
conferences would be able  choose to join any 
denomination.   
        In November, Bishop Dyck made it clear that she 
will not facilitate or move on trial complaints against 
LGBTQ clergy or clergy who perform same gender 
weddings. An NIC gathering on the evening of February 
13 at Our Saviour’s UMC in Schaumburg will enable us 
to learn more about the future. In the meantime, 
Bishop Dyck and Pastor Cerna ask that we keep 
apprised of what is happening.   
        Please consider your own vision and values:  What 
does it mean to be a Methodist?  What is important to 
you in the local church setting?  Do you support same-
sex marriage and LGBTQ clergy? In thinking about the 
possible outcomes of the 2020 General Conference, 
what future would you like for Methodism and for 
Prince of Peace?  Please look for further information as 
we learn and share together. 

Marci Evans, Co-Chair, Social Action Committee 
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Reprint of the Wednesday, January 8, 2020, email to the congregation from Pastor Cerna. 
 
A Pastoral Letter to Prince of Peace United Methodist Church, Elk Grove Village, Illinois 
 
 
Wednesday, January 8, 2020 

  

Dear Prince of Peace Members and Friends: 
  
As you have seen in the news, on Friday, January 3, 2020, the United Methodist Council of Bishops issued a 
press release regarding the proposed separation agreement legislation received from a diverse group of 
United Methodists. Traditionalists, centrists, and progressives, and several bishops signed a proposal for 
the split of the United Methodist Church denomination. To read it at the Press Release-UMC Split website., 
hover your cursor over the underlined title, hold down the CTRL key on your keyboard, and click ENTER.  
If you prefer, you can pick up a copy in the Gathering Place at church. 
 
Our Northern Illinois Conference Resident Bishop Sally Dyck responded to the proposed agreement. You 
can read her response at the NIC Bishop's Statement website. Again, if you prefer, pick up a copy in the 
Gathering Place at the church. 
  
I’m sure many of you have read and followed many reactions and responses about the proposed agree-
ment already. I am asking you to have an open mind and open hearts about this news and to continue to 
be educated about it, because it is not a “done deal” yet. There’s more work and many processes required 
to make this agreement presentable at the May 2020 General Conference. (General Conference is the high-
est legislative body of the global United Methodist Church, and it meets every four years to make major 
decisions. This gathering is attended by elected delegates from the United States and Central Conferences 
around the world. It is at General Conference that it may be voted into church law.) 
  
The news of this proposal stirred our minds and hearts, and it created questions that we don’t have an-
swers for at this time. It was great that we had an opportunity to talk after our worship service on Sunday, 
January 5, expressing our feelings and voicing our opinions. This issue is important to us now and as 
things move forward because we are a warm and hospitable church, one that proclaims in our welcoming 
statement: Believing in God’s inclusive love, we welcome all into full participation in the congregation, re-
gardless of age, ability, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, faith background, family config-
uration, or socioeconomic status. 
  
For those of you who participated in the conversation last Sunday, I thank you. Let us continue to show 
love and support for one another, especially our LGBTQ+ brothers and sisters in our faith community and 
families and among our friends who have been hurt by the exclusionary practices of our denomination be-
cause of their sexual orientation and gender identities. We are here to love everyone with no exclusion. 
  
No matter the outcome, let us not lose our understanding as to who God has called us to be and what God 
has called us to do. We are to love everyone, including those whose views are different from ours. I propose 
that right now we keep The United Methodist Church in our prayers every day, keep our focus on the Mes-
siah’s call, and continue to do God’s work of love, justice and compassion with one another, in our commu-
nity, and beyond. 
  
Grace and Peace, 
 
Pastor Cerna Castro Rand 

http://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/newsdetail/united-methodist-traditionalists-centrists-progressives-bishops-sign-agreement-aimed-at-separation-13133654
https://www.umcnic.org/news/bishop-dyck-statement-on-proposed-separation
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                                News from Stew 
 

                My word for 2020 is “Anticipation.”   
                              Such a happy word!   
For the Lord says, “Forget the former things; do not dwell 
on the past.  See, I am doing a new thing!” Isaiah 43:18-
19 (NIV) 
 

Which way do you look?  Backward or forward?  If you 
keep your eyes on the rear view mirror, what will you 
miss that is right in front of you? 

 

As your Stewardship Committee 
makes plans for 2020, we have 
adjusted our driving goggles, got a 
grip on the handlebars, and put our 
feet down on the gas pedal.  It is full 
speed AHEAD! 
 

This year will be our every-other-
year Prince of Peace Banquet in the fall.  Prior to that we 
will once again host the very successful Independence 
Day fireworks Firebucks Parking fundraiser and also build 
on our fledgling Trunk Sale from last summer. 
 

If you have any new ideas for fun and profitable 
fundraisers, please contact Karen Briskey or David 
Kinnard, your Stewardship co-chairs.  We are looking 
forward in  ANTICIPATION of what God has planned for 
Prince of Peace in 2020! 
 

Karen  
Karen Briskey, Co-Chair, Stewardship Committee  

Pumpkin Patch 2019  
 

After all sales and donations were tallied  and ex-
penses subtracted, our fall Pumpkin Patch raised 
$3,276.99! 
 

To all of you who: 
 worked in the patch 
 bought pumpkins 
 invited friends and families to buy pumpkins 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark Demzien, Chair, Pumpkin Patch Committee 
George Evans, Pumpkin Patch Scheduler 
Myrtle Klauer, Pumpkin Patch Bookkeeper 

The POP Book Club meets at 
7:00 PM on the 4th 
Wednesday of each month, in 
the Gathering Place, at the 
church. The exception is the 
February meeting when we 
meet on February 19, 2020, to 

avoid a conflict with Ash Wednesday services. 
 

Here is a list of titles for January, February & 
March 2020: 

 Wednesday, January 22, 2020 
 Educated by Tara Westover – a memoir  

 Wednesday, February 19, 2020 
 The Key by Kathryn Hughes 

 Wednesday, March 25, 2020 
 The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd 
 

If you love to read a wide variety of books please 
come and join us. We’re a friendly, informal, and 
welcoming group! 

THANK YOU! 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped in 
“Hanging of the Greens” and to all of you 
who came to remove all the greens and pack 
them away until next year. You’re awesome! 

             
Jaimie Roberts-Duarte, Flower Ministry Coordinator 

We received a thank you email from Joe Bush, the 
Elk Grove High School Social Studies teacher who 
brought his students to help us unload pumpkins. In 
mid-December Pastor Cerna brought him and his 
class a certificate of appreciation and a plate of 
cookies. On December 22nd he said: 
 
Hi Cerna, 
Thank you so much for the certificate, and the 
cookies are delicious. We were so happy to 
help.  We plan to be there again next year.  Have a 
wonderful Christmas.   
 
Joe 
 
Joseph Bush 
Social Studies Teacher 
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Dear Prince of Peace, You and Pastor Cerna received many Christmas greetings during 
December: 
 

 Shelly Welch at WINGS: Merry Christmas! 
 

 Dr. Waltrina Middleton, Executive Director, Community Renewal Society:  Wishing you all the Hope, 
Wonder, and Joy that the Season can bring! And a New Year deeply rooted in Peace, Justice and 
Beloved Community! 

 

 The Chicago Coalition of Welcoming Churches:  Warmest thoughts and best wishes for a wonderful 
holiday and very happy New Year. 

 

 Glenn & Wanda Bober: Merry Christmas to you and yours at this holy time of year. 
 

 Sara Vettraino: Warm and fuzzy wishers for a holiday season that wraps you up cozy with love and 
good vibes. And her personal note: Hope you had a wonderful Christmas. Than you for inviting me to 
play at Prince of Peace in November. Wishing you a happy, health New Year! 

 

 Hannah Wehmeyer (now Hannah Wiswasser):  Wishing you and yours the happiest of holidays! And 
her personal note:  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! I am now service congregation in central 
Indiana where most of my congregation is 60 or older. I cherish our time together ever more now 
because you taught me how to serve a passionate and active congregation filled with experienced 
members. Thank you! Blessings.  

 

 Ed & Rita McCutchan:  Let it slow, let it slow, let it slow! Merry Christmas and a 
happy New Year!  

 
 

Christmas Greetings  
December, 2019 

                               Refreshments Hosts Needed 

Will you bring light refreshments and host our after-worship coffee hour/fellowship time?  
 

If so, please choose your date(s) and sign up on the clipboard on the wall in the Gathering 

Place kitchenette.  
 

Questions? Talk with Barbara Moore, our Hospitality Chair, after worship or call her at 708-544-4631 or email her 

at barbjomoor@yahoo.com.   
 

Thank you! 

Nursery Caregivers Needed 
Nursery caregivers are needed most Sunday mornings and during occasional 
evening worship services throughout the year. Sunday hours are 9:30am to 
11:30am. We serve infants  and children up to the age of 3 in our well equipped 
nursery on the Lower Level. We are aiming to have each caregiver serve no 
more than one worship service per month, and right now there are three 

caregivers! If you would like to provide this important ministry or if you want more information, please contact Ursula 
Carlson at 847-593-7185 or by email at rucarlson@comcast.net. 
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POPUMC Received Two Grants to Support  the Food Backpack Program at Byrd School in 2020! 
 

In the fall of 2019,  Pastor Cerna, wrote a grant 
request to the Rotary Club in Elk Grove for our Food 
Backpack Program at Admiral Byrd School, and as a 
result we were granted $500. On Thursday, 
December 19th Betsy Boswell made a presentation at 
the Rotary meeting about our Food Backpack Program and at that meeting she 
received the $500 check. Betsy did a wonderful job, and her presentation was well 
received by those present at the meeting. This is our second time to receive a grant 
from the Rotary with a total amount of $1,500 over last year and this year for our Food 
Backpack program, which helps 30 students at Byrd School and their families.  
 

Then on December 20th, Pastor Cerna received an email from the United Methodist 
Foundation (UMF) letting her know that they have given us another grant  for the 
Food Backpack. This was the third time 
Pastor Cerna has reached out to the UMF 

for financial help, and she is so grateful that they agreed to support 
our program again! This is truly amazing! In 2018 we received $1,000 
and in 2019 it was $1,500, and this time it is $1,500 AGAIN!  
 

This is such good and exciting news! Now the Food Backpack team will be considering increasing opportunities to 

I would like to than you for the cards and 
good wishes for my 90th birthday. This 
celebration at church would not have been 
complete without my church family of 53 
years. 
Blessings to all. 

—Ruth Meyer 

December 30, 2019 
 

Dear Pastor Cerna, 
 

On behalf of the board and staff of 
WINGS and the hundreds of families 
we sesrve each year, THANK YOU for 
the generous donation of $167. 
 

With your gift, YOU have joned the 
“patchwork of support” our clients look to for 
comfort, warmth, security, and support, 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Sylvia M. Zaldivar, Chief Development Officer 

November 2019 
 

Dear Prince of Peace United Methodist Church: 
 

Thank you from our Global Health Family to yours! 
 

When you gave to The United Methodist Church’s Abundant 
Health Initiative, you did something truly significant: your 
gift supported vulnerable people around the world. I am 
grateful for your assistance in helping to provide critical 
interventions at times of critical health issues. 
 

We look forward to continued partnership with you in the 
future. 
 

Dr. Gracliela Salvador-Davila, 
Director, Global Health Unit 
United Methodist Global Ministries 

Elk Grove Presbyterian Church thanks Prince of Peace for 
these donations: 
· 8 bags of food — August 29 
· 13 bags of food — September 19 
· 8 bags of food  & $40 — October 3 
· 17 bags of food & $40 — October 24 
· 9 bags of food & $20 — October 31 
· 11 bags of food — November 14 
 

Monetary donations are used to bu selcom 
donated items such as fresh procide, frozen foods, cereals, 
paper products, peanut butter and jelly, etc. 
 

We appreciate your generosity which enables us to continue 
the food pantry. 
 

Barbara Singelman, Coordinator, Food Pantry 
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Justice Songfest Coming to First United Methodist Church, Evanston 
9:00am-4:00pm        March 7, 2020 

 

Registration is now open for the March 7, 2020 Mark Miller Justice Songfest for all those 
who love to sing and seek a fully inclusive United Methodist Church! 
 

Hosted by the Music Ministry and Reconciling Task Force of First United Methodist 
Church of Evanston, the day includes a series of morning and afternoon workshops and 
rehearsals with Mark Miller, culminating in an evening concert.  The registration fee of 
$15 per person will entitle participants to attend workshops throughout the day and to 
receive lunch and music packets, and to sing during the concert. To register, visit:  
https://faithatfirst.webconnex.com/MarkMiller.  
 

The free concert at 7:00pm will feature Mark Miller and everyone who participated 
throughout the day. The well-advertised concert will be open to the public. A special 
“miracle offering” will be taken to support the Reconciling Ministries. No evening meal is 
provided before the concert begins, but there are dozens of restaurants available in 
downtown Evanston. 
 

If you have questions or need information about the workshop and concert, please 
contact Brian Schoettler, Minister of Music & Organist, at First United Methodist Church 
of Evanston by phone at 847-864-6181 or email him at brian@faithatfirst.com. 
 

For those attending either the concert or registering for the whole day, a public parking 
garage is located across from the church at Chicago Ave. & Church St. and limited street 
parking is also available. The church is a 10-minute walk east of the Davis Street stops on 
both the CTA Purple Line the Metra UP-North Line. 
 

Mark is a lifelong United Methodist. He is the grandson, son, 
brother, uncle, and cousin to United Methodist clergy.  As a lay 
delegate to the 2000, 2004, and 2012 General Conferences, Mark 
was a witness to Christ’s mission of breaking down the dividing 
walls of hostility and fear in the United Methodist Church. Mark 
resides in Plainfield, New Jersey, with his wonderfully forgiving 
husband of 24 years, Michael Murden, and their two beautiful 
children, Alyse and Keith.  

 

Mark Miller believes passionately that music can change the world. He also believes in 
Cornel West’s declaration: “Justice is what love looks like in public.” His dream is that the 
music he composes, performs, teaches and leads will inspire and empower people to 
create the beloved community.  Mark’s compositions are sung throughout the United 
Methodist Church and other denominations.  To learn more about Mark Miller, please 
visit his website: website: www.markmillermusic.com.  

https://faithatfirst.webconnex.com/MarkMiller
mailto:brian@faithatfirst.com
http://www.markmillermusic.com
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January 15-February 2020 

 

Prince of Peace 
United Methodist Church 
1400 Arlington Heights Rd. 
Elk Grove Village, IL  60007-3893 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
9:00AM 
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE & 
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
10:00 AM  
PASTOR 
Rev. Cerna Castro Rand 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
office@popumc.com 
847.439.0668 


