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Poppourri 
December 2018 

DECEMBER PREACHING AT A GLANCE 
 

Sunday, December 2 – 9:30am – 1st Sunday of Advent (Holy Communion) and   
Church Annual Conference 
Our Elgin District Superintendent, Rev. Darneather Murph-Heath, will be preaching  
and also presiding at our Church Annual Conference. The church conference meeting 
will be integrated into the worship service. Please join us for this important holy 
conferencing. It is your opportunity to celebrate our accomplishments through God’s grace, to learn about Prince 
of Peace’s ministries in Elk Grove and beyond, and to learn some about The United Methodist Church. Members 
of the Church Council and everyone from the congregation are invited to attend this conference. A continental 
breakfast will be served. We look forward to seeing you at church. 

 

Sunday, December 9 – 9:30am – 2nd Sunday of Advent 
Youth and Children’s Christmas Pageant – the pageant “The Wild West Christmas” 
will be directed by Malinda Larkin. We will receive a Special Offering during worship 
called: “Birthday Gift to Jesus.” We encourage everyone to make an offering of $1 for 
each year of their age to support the 2018 Operating Fund of the church. Thank you for 
your generosity.  
10:45am – Advent Study – “Christmas Gifts that Won’t Break” in the Lounge.              
(See study details on page 2.) 

                 

Sunday, December 16 – 9:30am – 3rd Sunday of Advent 
Christmas Musical presentation by the POP Alive Band & Chancel Choir –   
the presentation is called “Journey to Bethlehem” and will feature instrumental and 
vocal performances. 
10:45am – Advent Study – “Christmas Gifts that Won’t Break” in the Lounge.                     

 

Sunday, December 23 – 9:30am – 4th Sunday of Advent  
Sermon: “Unexpected Blessing to Others” 
Texts: Luke 1:39-45, 47-55 
Synopsis: When Mary was pregnant with Jesus she visited her cousin Elizabeth who was 
also pregnant, and Elizabeth’s baby leaped within her womb, and she blessed Mary and her 
baby. Mary’s visit to Elizabeth was an affirmation that they were blessed by God to be 
blessings for each other. We, too, are often blessed in unexpected ways, and called to be 

blessings for others. God is expecting great things from us.  
10:45am – Advent Study – “Christmas Gifts that Won’t Break” in the Lounge.                     
 

Monday, December 24 – 8pm Christmas Eve (Candlelight Service & 
Holy Communion) 
Sermon Title: “Jesus, God’s Gift to the World” 
Scripture Reading: Luke 2:1-20 
Synopsis: We give thanks to God for his amazing gift for us, Jesus Christ, 
the greatest gift of all, as related to us in the Gospel. On that very first 
Christmas Day we received the gift of our salvation. Whether we like it or not, it was freely given to us. Let 
us rejoice in the birth of our Lord. Let us celebrate the salvation given to all people through the birth of the 
holy child. The angels welcome this amazing gift with their proclamation, “Glory to God in the highest 
heaven” (verse 14). The shepherds left their work to go to Bethlehem to find the Lord, and they discovered 
this most amazing gift. Then they brought the message of “glad tidings” to others. When we come to know 
the joy of Christmas in our lives, we have no choice but to share God’s ultimate gift of love. Let us embrace 
and proclaim the gift of Christmas to all.            

(More Preaching at a Glance on page 2.) 
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MORE PREACHING AT A GLANCE 
 

    Sunday, December 30 – 
1st Sunday After 
Christmas Day – New 

Year’s Watch Service with  
                Stories and Carols  

 

Marlea Smith will lead the Watch Service in 
preparation for New Year’s Day. This service is 
usually offered at night, but we will integrate it 
into our regular worship service in the morning. 
We will enjoy each other’s testimonies, too, as 
people will share their favorite Christmas stories, 
and we will sing Christmas 
carols joyfully. Come and 
enjoy the power of sharing 
our personal stories and 
singing our favorite 
Christmas carols, led by our 
music co-directors; Judy 
Gulbransen and Brian Tredup.  
 

ADVENT STUDY INFORMATION 

   Meeting at  
Prince of Peace 
        2:00pm 
 

December 13  
 

All women are  
     welcome! 

Lydia 

Circle  

Looking Ahead to 2019 
 

January 5…Pastor Hannah Wehmeyer will preach. 

January 13...Disability Awareness Sunday. Our  preacher  w ill be Rev. Dr. 

Bonnie Beckonchrist. 

January 20, 2019...Special Presentation by Shelley W elch, Senior  Manager  

of Annual Fund Giving, Wings Program, Inc. Recognition of the church’s 2018 outgoing 

leaders and installation of the 2019 leaders. 

February 3, 2019...World-famous pianist Rev. Huntley Brown w ill br ing 

special music to our worship service. 

December 25, 2018, through 
January 5, 2019, Pastor Cerna 
and her family will be on 
vacation.  

 

For pastoral emergencies, contact Rev. Megan 
Dean Tobola, Bartlett UMC, at 312-715-8752.  
 

If other pastoral issues arise, contact Pastor 
Betsy Evans Ingstrup at 847-312-9566.  
 

If there are building concerns, contact Trustees 
Chair George Evans at 847-828-5459.  
 

For all other concerns, contact Administrative 
Assistant Carole Davenport at the church office 
Tuesday-Friday mornings at 847-439-0668.  
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM PASTOR CERNA 
 

“Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord”  
(Luke 2:11) 

 
Do you remember the best Christmas gift you ever received? Mine was a little bamboo chair and table 
made for me by my older brother when I was five-year-old. It was so cute and perfect for my size. I used 
that chair and table for a long time. It was on that chair where I learned to write and count, and more 
than once I thanked my brother for his gift.  
 
As a child I always looked forward to Christmas season because my older brothers and sisters would 
come home on Christmas Eve from their places of work and spend Christmas and New Years with me 
and my mother; right after New Year’s day they went back to where they were living and working most 
of the time. Now that I am an adult, giving and receiving gifts has a different meaning than when I was a 
child. It is not so much anymore about what I receive, but instead it is about what I can give to show 
God’s love. I have received so many wonderful gifts in my life through God’s grace. If I start naming one 
by one the many ways God continues to bless my life, this letter would turn into a book. But the best gift 
I received on Christmas Day as an adult is the gift of having my family—my husband, our son, and our 
dog—around me.  
 
On Black Friday I went shopping, and the mall was packed with happy and tired shoppers buying gifts 
for others (and maybe even for themselves.) It was a chaotic day at the stores, but I was glad to see many 
people excited to get some good deals on presents that would make others happy. The line to pay for my 
stuff was long, so I took the opportunity to talk to the people in front of me. Everyone I talked with was 
buying gifts for their family members, and I was doing that, too.  
 
Christmas is a time of giving and receiving gifts. We give thanks to God for his amazing gift for us: Jesus 
Christ, the greatest gift of all. The gospel of Luke tells us that this incredible gift came from God’s love 
for the whole world. This special gift was given to everyone on earth. On that very first Christmas Day we 
received the gift of our salvation. Whether we like it or not; it was freely given to us.  
 
The angels welcomed this amazing gift with their proclamation, “Glory to God in the highest 
heaven” (Luke 2:14). The shepherds left their work to go to Bethlehem to find the Lord and discovered 
the most amazing gift from above. Their experience impacted their lives in a huge way after they found 
the Messiah in their lives. Later, they brought the message of “glad tidings” to others. The Scripture says, 
“They made known what had been told them” (Luke 2:17). They did not keep the great news to 
themselves. They shared and testified to what they saw at the manger. Once they experienced the joy of 
knowing Christ, they made it known to the world.  
 
When we come to know the joy of Christmas in our lives, there is no other way to go on but to share 
God’s ultimate gift of love with the people and community around us. As you prepare for the coming of 
the Messiah into the world, may you consider the needs of the world and our church as part of your 
Advent preparation and Christmas celebration. The ultimate love is the gift of God in Christ Jesus. Let’s 
communicate God’s wonderful love to others so that they too can discover this awesome Christmas gift 
in their own lives. Let us freely and joyfully share God’s gift!  
 
I invite you to come join us as we gather to ponder and celebrate God’s 
beautiful gift of all; Jesus, the Savior of the world, on Christmas Eve at 
8:00pm with Candlelight, Holy Communion, and great Christmas music. 
May Jesus Christ be born into your heart this day and always. Christmas 
blessings to you all. Merry Christmas!  
 
Peace and Joy, 
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POPUMC  
Confirmation 

Class  
Activities  

 

12/2/18 
6-7:30pm 
Class 
 

12/9/18 
9:30-10:45am  
Christmas  
Pageant  
 

12/19/18 
6-7:30pm 
Christmas  
Party  

Hey Church!  
 
We are rolling along toward Confirmation! 
We went on a Confirmation Retreat on 
November 16th & 17th at Camp 
Reynoldswood in Dixon, Illinois. While 
there we spent our time building 
relationships with the Confirmands from 
Batavia and New Lennox UMCs. We had 
some team building exercises and some 
Bible study. Craig Watters lead the retreat 
and kept it very entertaining as well as 
educational.  
 
I want to thank our intern from Garrett 
Evangelical Seminary, Hannah Wehmeyer, 
for joining us. She was brave enough to 
take on the challenge and give up her 
Friday night and Saturday to spend it with 
the CRAZINESS that is a youth retreat! It 
was TRULY appreciated. 

I want to let you all know that the Youth Fundraiser dinner will be on February 9, 
2019, so please get that date on your calendars right away. Dinner starts at 6pm and 
entertainment starts at 7pm. Speaking of entertainment, this year’s theme is going to 
be A Night of Disney Music. This is in celebration of Disney’s 50th Anniversary.  
 

We are looking for entertainers to join us this year. If you play an instrument or sing 
or both, we are looking for you! Please let Mike, Connie, Judy G., or Brian T. know 
that you are interested in performing for the dinner. This is your chance to sing/play 
your favorite Disney classics to/with your church family. The more, the merrier!  
 

Remember that your faith is not a “spectator sport”. It takes you to get out there and 
be actively involved. TAG!!!! YOU’RE IT!!!! 
 

Be STRONG in your FAITH, and let your FAITH be your STRENGTH!!!!! 
 

In HIS love, 
Mike Wysocki   
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Financial Report on the 2018 Pumpkin Patch 
     We had a great season at the Pumpkin Patch with  
total sales of $10,626. After paying our supplier for 
the pumpkins we netted more than $3,700, which 
has gone into our operating fund.  
 A big thank you to everyone who worked at the 
patch, and a special thank you to our co-chairs Mark 
Demzien and George Evans for their coordinating, 
supervisory, and physical efforts!  

 
           Thank You! 
 
 

Thank you to everyone who donated funds to 

purchase Thanksgiving pies for our food 
pantry.  Through your generosity, POP was able 
to provide 120 apple and pumpkin pies for our 
neighbors. 

              ECO-TIP of the Month 

                 brought to you by the   

           POP Social ACT!ON Committee 
 

Thinking about buying new Christmas lights?    
Consider LED lights.  Most retailers stock energy-
efficient Christmas lights made with light-emitting 
diodes or LEDs. LED lights are 90 percent more 
efficient than traditional Christmas lights and last 
longer—up to 10,000 hours compared with 5,000 
hours for incandescent bulbs. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We’re Grateful to  
 

POPUMC  
 
We really appreciate 
the food you 
contributed to our 
October Food Drive. 
We’re happy your 
generosity helped 
assure that many 
fewer people go 
hungry than would 
have without your 
food gifts. 
 

Mead Junior  
High School 
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Commitment and Thanksgiving Sunday  
 

Our Commitment and Thanksgiving Sunday celebration 
on November 18 was wonderful. There were over nine-
ty people at worship, and the fellowship hall was 
packed for our Thanksgiving brunch. The worship ser-
vice was very moving, the sanctuary was gorgeously 
decorated with pumpkins, flowers, and fall colors by 
Jaimie and Sam Roberts-Duarte, and we were all fed 
with a delicious meal catered by Rocco Vino’s Restau-
rant. The Fellowship Hall was also beautifully decorated 
with by the Hospitality Committee headed by Barbara 
Moore for the Commitment and Thanksgiving brunch.  
 

Thank you Hospitality Committee and Board of Trustees 
for setting-up for the brunch and for cleaning-up after 
the event. Through your hard works and joy of serving 
others made our Commitment and Thanksgiving cele-
bration a grandiose one.  
 

Also, I want to thank everyone for bringing your gener-
ous offerings including your 2019 pledge cards. Your 
extravagant generosity and continued support to our 
ministries confirmed your joy of following God and serv-
ing others. May the loving and giving God bless you 
richly today and always.  

 

 
 

Pastor Cerna 

 

New Member 
 

Patricia “Pat” 

Sogar joined 

Prince of Peace on 

Sunday, November 

18th. Pat and her 

cat Nessie and two 

guinea pigs 

Pumpkin and 

Orville moved to 

Elk Grove Village 

from Des Plaines 

earlier this year. We’re glad you’re here, Pat! 

 

Pastor Cerna 
preaching on 

“Give All You 
Can.” 

Members bringing their 2019  
commitment cards to the altar. 

Tasty Thanksgiving 
brunch catered by 

Rocco Vino’s 
Restaurant. 

Everyone enjoying the Commitment 
and Thanksgiving meal and  

conversation 
 in the fellowship hall! 
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What Gift Will You Bring? 
 

Have you finished your Christmas shopping already?  “Some 
people” actually started their 2018 Christmas shopping on 
December 26th 2017!  Wow, talk about over-achievers.  True? 
 

Maybe not so much. Think about the Three Wisemen.  Did they just see the Star in the East on the day 
that Jesus Christ was born?  Probably not.  Remember, “they came from afar.”  They sought the Messiah 
for a long time and started their journey long before the day of Christ’s birth. 
 

Have you made out a list of who you will be buying Christmas presents for this year?  Who is at the top of 
your list?  Mom, Dad, Brother, Sister, Children? 
 

The Three Wisemen even picked out their gifts before they left on their long journey – gold, frankincense, 
myrrh.  All precious commodities in olden times.  Gifts fit for a King. 
 

As we anticipate the coming of Christmas and the seemingly long journey of Advent, we start to make 
lists and check them twice.  But maybe we better check them again.  Who should be at the top of our list?  
What gift can we bring Him?  Let us linger over the true meaning of Christmas and bring our gifts to Baby 
Jesus.   
 

At Prince of Peace UMC we offer the opportunity to give a very special monetary gift to Baby Jesus at this 
time of year.  Remember the “the reason for the season” and give generously to the One who should be 
at the top of our Christmas lists. 
 

Blessings to you and yours, 
Karen Briskey 
 

a.k.a. Stew, your Stewardship Chairperson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Members of Prince of Peace UMC, Thank you 
all fso very much for your kindness in sending 
a lovely flower arrangement to the funeral 
service celebrating the life of Mary Sue 
Donehoo, Betsy Boswell’s sister. We thank you 
for your support. 

 
The Donehoo Family 
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Prince of Peace UMC Mission: 
Serve God and Transform Lives 
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December 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Notes: 
Pastor Hannah on vacation December 17, 2018 through December 22, 2018. 
Pastor Cerna will be on vacation December 25, 2018 through January 5, 2019 
  

1 
10am-5pm SDA 
Worship & Meal 

2  9am SPRC 
9:30am Worship, 
Holy Communion,  
Church Annual 
Conference, & 
Continental Break-
fast – DS Dar-
neather Murph-
Heath presiding 
  
5:00pm Pastor 
Cerna to Asian 
Advent Service 
(Bolingbrook) 

3 
OFFICE C LOSED 
  
PASTOR 
CERNA’S DAY 
OFF 
  

4 
10am Pastor Cer-
na & Pastor Han-
nah 
  
11am Pastor Cer-
na & Pastor Cheri 
  
1:30pm Pastor 
Cerna preps for 
Sunshine Club 

5 
11am POP in 
Prayer 
(Sanctuary) 
  
11:45 Pastor 
Cerna to Sun-
shine Club (Byrd 
School) 
  
6-7:30pm Confir-
mation 
(Sanctuary) 

6 
11am-1:30pm 
Pastor Cerna to 
PEO (Arlington 
Heights) 
  
2pm Knitting 
Ministry (Lounge) 
  
7pm Rotary 

7 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
7pm SDA Setup 

8 
10am-2pm SDA 
Worship 
  
  
  
  
6-10pm SDA 
Fellowship 

 9    9:30am  

Worship with 
Youth & Children’s 
Christmas Pag-
eant 
10:45 Advent 
Study 1 of 3 
(Lounge) 

10 
OFFICE C LOSED 
  
PASTOR 
CERNA’S DAY 
OFF 
  
5:30pm Girl 
Scouts (Lower 
Level) 

11 
10am Pastor Cer-
na & Pastor Han-
nah 
  

12 
11am POP in 
Prayer 
(Sanctuary) 
  

13 
  
12pm Rotary 
  
2pm Lydia Circle 
(Lobby) 

14 
  
  
  
  
7pm SDA Setup 

15 
10am-2pm SDA 
Worship 
  
  
6pm-10pm SDA 
Christmas Pro-
gram 
  
  

16  9:30am   

Worship with Band 
& Choir Musical 
Performances 
10:45 Advent 
Study 2 of 3  
(Lounge) 
  
  

17 
OFFICE C LOSED 
  
PASTOR 
CERNA’S DAY 
OFF 
  
7pm Trustees 

18 19 
11am POP in 
Prayer 
(Sanctuary) 
  
1-2pm Pastor 
Cerna Byrd 
School Holiday 
Celebration 
  
6-7:30pm Youth 
Christmas Party 
(Parsonage) 

20 
  
  
  
  
12pm Rotary 
  

21 
  
  
  
  
7-8pm Judy G.’s 
Musical Program 
(Sanctuary) 
  
8:15pm SDA 
Setup 

22 
10am-2pm SDA 
Worship 
  
  

23 9:30am     

Worship – Pastor 
Cerna preaching 
10:45 Advent 
Study 3 of 3 
Lounge) 
  
  

24 
CHRISTMAS 

EVE 

OFFICE C LOSED 
 
PASTOR 
CERNA’S DAY 
OFF 
  
8pm Candlelight 
& Holy  
Communion 
Worship Service 

25 
CHRISTMAS 

  
OFFICE C LOSED 
  

26 27 
11AM   
POPPOURRI 
NEWSLETTER 
ITEMS DUE IN 
THE CHURCH 
OFFICE! 

28 
  
  
  
  
7pm SDA Setup 

29 
10am-5pm SDA 
Worship & Meal 

30 9:30am     
Worship – Marlea 
Smith leads Watch 
Service – Stories 
& Carols by Judy 
G & Brian 

31 
NEW YEAR’S 

DAY 
OFFICE C LOSED 
  
  

           

http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/christmas.php
http://www.calendarlabs.com/holidays/us/christmas.php
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Prince of Peace 
United Methodist Church 
1400 Arlington Heights Rd. 
Elk Grove Village, IL  60007-3893 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 
9:30 AM  
PASTOR 
Rev. Cerna Castro Rand 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
office@popumc.com 
847.439.0668 
popumc.com 


