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Poppourri 
November 2018 

PREACHING AT A GLANCE 

 
Sunday, November 4 – All Saints Sunday (Holy Communion)  
Erin Cranston will sing “Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling” while photos of the deceased are 
displayed on the screen and people come to the altar to light candles in memory of loved ones. 
Sermon: “Unbind Us Into New Life” 
Texts: Revelation 21:1-6a; John 11:32-44 
Synopsis: We know that Jesus had the power to choose whether or not to raise Lazarus to life and to comfort the 
grieving. Jesus compassionately chose to bring Lazarus to life and help the bereaved family. Jesus’ tears compelled 
him to act with sympathy. He came to help Lazarus because he cared for him. Jesus is here among us because he 
cares for us. He weeps with us in our sufferings. When Jesus asked the crowd to “unbind Lazarus and let him go” he 
was asking them to participate in God’s miraculous work. The world needs loving and kindhearted saints to bring new 
life and glimpses of resurrection to others. Can you think of saints who stood with people in their struggles? Our call 
is to remove the stones from those who are struggling in life so that we can turn their mourning into joy.  
 
Sunday, November 11 – 25th Sunday After Pentecost (3rd Stewardship Sunday) - Recognition of Veterans 
Preacher: Pastor Hannah Wehmeyer 
Sermon: “Holistic Stewardship” 
Sermon Synopsis: We will be looking at the United Methodist membership vows and how they relate to stewardship. 
 
6pm Joint Cluster Thanksgiving Service at Roselle United Methodist Church. All are welcome to participate at this 
worship service. The Rev. Dr. Zaki Zaki, pastor at Roselle, will be preaching.  
 
Sunday, November 18 – 26th Sunday After Pentecost  
(Commitment and Thanksgiving Sunday with an All-Church Thanksgiving meal after worship to be catered by 
Rocco Vino’s Restaurant) 
Reception of New Member – Pat Sogar 
Dedication of our Offerings and 2019 Pledge Cards 
Sermon: “Wesley’s Simple Rules for Money: “Give All You Can’” 
Texts: Proverbs 11:25; Luke 19:1-10; Mark 12:41-44; Luke 21:1-4; 1 Timothy 6:17–19 
 
Sunday, November 25 – Laity Sunday 
We will have a brief worship service and Hanging of the Greens following the worship service. 
We will celebrate the ministries of our lay people and give thanks for their commitment to follow Christ. Myrtle 
Klauer, a United Methodist certified lay speaker and a member of Prince of Peace UMC, will be our speaker. 
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A Word from Pastor Cerna 
 

“Returning to God with Thanks”  
Based on Luke 17:11-19 

 

According to the gospel of Luke, the person who returned to Jesus was considered an outsider, yet 
he showed what it means to be grateful. He got up and publicly chose to proclaim what Jesus did 
for him. This man was a Samaritan, an outcast, and a foreigner (Luke 17:16-19). But for Jesus it did 
not matter who he was. Anyone, regardless of their race or social status, can come to Jesus for help. 
In Christ there are no insiders or outsiders. All are part of his kingdom and entitled to his 
attention. God’s grace and love is available to all. In God’s eyes we are all important to him. 
Sometimes all we have to do is to approach God and cry out, “Lord have mercy on me.”  

 

God has been good to us, and our appropriate respond is to acknowledge his goodness. We have to 
remember the giver of good gifts and give thanks. Showing our gratitude to the giver must be 
automatic and engrained in our hearts. This is the spirit of thankfulness that we need to live inside 
us because God loves us. No earthly condition can block our appreciation to God because he has 
the power to make earthly circumstance not matter in the long run. 

 

I cannot comprehend how much suffering the ten lepers went through in their lives. Their situation 
was unbearable. But they had tremendous courage and hope to overcome their situation. They did 
not give up. They had no other help except Jesus. They held on to their faith tightly that someday 
they would receive healing from the Lord. Jesus saw their need and rescued them from death and 
gave them new life. When the ten lepers were suffering from their illness, I don’t know if they even 
thought of the word “thanks.”  

 

When things are great and running smoothly it is easier to be grateful. But when things are not 
working for us it is easier to complain and become ungrateful. In First Thessalonians we are 
reminded to “give thanks in all circumstances” (I Thessalonians 5:8). There may be times in our 
lives that it is hard to do that, but like the people of Thessalonica, we are urged to be appreciative in 
everything. When we go through painful experiences in life—issues of health, a death in a family, 
going through tough times with our relationships, losing a job, struggling financially—we are 
reminded that God is there to help us overcome in the situation. Somehow God has his own way of 
leading us through any difficult conditions because he cares for us.  

 

Our prayers must be filled with gratitude. We have to live our faith by practicing our gratefulness to 
God. This is what we are called to do: to thank God for our lives, homes, family, friends, 
opportunities we have to be in ministry to serve others, and even the challenges that comes our 
way.   

 

Thankfulness comes from the heart. We all have trials in life, but we are truly 
blessed beyond measure. We all have good reasons to turn to the Giver of perfect 
gifts. As we thank God for his goodness to us let us not forget the needs of the 
world (near and far). Let us not forget to name those things that we are grateful 
for. Most importantly, in a spirit of thanksgiving, let us share what we have with 
other people.  

 

Every day give thanks to God from a full and loving heart. I appreciate you, and I 
am thankful for each one of you.  

 

Thank you, Prince of Peace! May God bless you all abundantly! Happy 
Thanksgiving! 

 

Grace and peace,   
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Hey, Church! 
 

It’s a new year for our 

confirmands, and we are off 

and running. This is always a 

busy time of year for us with 

school, sports, and 

confirmation classes and 

activities.  
 

This is the final year for AJ, 

Hailey, and Isaac. They will be 

confirmed in May and become 

full members of Prince of 

Peace. On their journey to that 

day they will learn more about 

their faith, both as part of the 

church and their personal walk 

with Jesus. They will do class 

time and mission in the church 

and community. We have 

already had our first class and have worked the Pumpkin Patch. They look forward to 

being a part of the weekly service and the upcoming Children’s Pageant in December. 
 

On another note, we have reserved 15 spots for Red Bird Mission next summer for our 

annual Youth Mission Trip. This is a favorite place of the youth to go to because of its 

beauty, community, and the work opportunity it gives them. If you remember, the last 

time we were there we removed and built a new deck on a home. This had such an 

impact on our youth, and they’re hoping to do more of the same this time around. The 

community around the mission is in great need and people are very warm and 

friendly. Bell County, where Red Bird is located, is one of the poorest counties in 

Kentucky. It once had a booming coal industry, but now many of the mines have 

closed, and there are very few jobs available. That is why there is such great need in 

that area, and we are given the chance to make a HUGE difference in the lives of its 

residents.  
 

We will be doing few fundraisers this year such as gift cards (see an article on page 5), 

some restaurant nights, and our Youth Dinner. Your support of our youth has been 

AMAZING over  the past 14 years! In supporting them , YOU have helped 

them to be the hands and feet of Jesus to so many communities. We truly appreciate 

all that Prince of Peace does for us. 
 

BE STRONG IN YOUR FAITH, AND LET YOUR FAITH BE YOUR 

STRENGTH!!! 
 

In His love, 

Mike Wysocki 
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Upcoming Meetings of the Confirmation Class at Prince of Peace:  
November 14th and 28th, 6:00-7:30pm 
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Buy Your Gift Cards From our Youth 

In November the Youth continue to sell Scrip (Gift) cards from many different 

merchants. A percentage of the value of each card they sell will be donated to the 

youth group.   

Pick up an order form from the Lobby. Give the completed form and your check payable to “Prince 

of Peace” (memo line: “Gift Cards”) to Aidan, Connie, Isaac, or Mike Wysocki.  Or, if you can’t find 

one of them, leave the order and payment in the church office in the Youth mail bin.  

Thank you! 

Getting the Pumpkin Patch Ready for Business 
October 7, 2018 

 

Thank you to everyone who 
unloaded the truck, set up the tent, 
organized the pumpkins, and sold 
pumpkins all month long!  
A special thank you to Mark 
Demzien and George Evans 
again this year. 
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Update from your POP Social ACT!ON Committee 
Helping to make the world a better place 

 

On Sunday, October 7, 
Yasmina Blackburn spoke to 
us about her Muslim faith 
and the similarities and 
differences between it and 
Christianity.  Yasmina later 
posted on Facebook how 
honored she was to speak 
and how welcomed she felt 
by the congregation. 
 
On Sunday, October 21, 
Betsy Boswell took part in  a 
panel discussion at 

Kingswood United Methodist Church regarding their journey 
toward reconciliation.  Prince of Peace and 60 other 
reconciling communities in Illinois have led the way toward 
full inclusiveness. 

Want to learn more about  
the future of  

the United Methodist Church?   
 

  Please attend a listening meeting at 
Barrington UMC, 98 Algonquin Road in 
Barrington on Saturday November 10th at 9:00 
am. During the meeting, the Northern Illinois 
Conference delegates to the February Special 
General Conference will explain the One 
Church solution recommended by the Council 
of Bishops and listen to our comments.   
     In the One Church solution, prohibitive 
language about same-sex marriage and 
ordination of LGBTQ individuals will be 
removed from the Book of Discipline, and 
language added to protect churches and 
pastors who choose not to conduct same-
gender marriage.  Other plans also can be 
submitted at the Special General Conference in 
St. Louis February 23 -26, 2019, and the votes 
will influence the future direction of the UMC.   
      Please continue praying for the Special 
General Conference!  
  If you have questions, please contact Pastor 
Cerna, Betsy Boswell, or Marci Evans.   

Thank you, Church,  
from the Social ACT!ON  Committee 

 

We appreciate your continued donations of: 
 Ink cartridges for rebates,  
 Pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald 

House, 
 Empty pill bottles for Matthew 25 

Ministries,  
 Hotel and sample size personal care 

items for PADS 
 Books, National Geographic magazines, 

buttons, crayons, pens, pencils, Altoid 
tins and more for SCARCE. 

 Empty oral care and personal care 
containers, pump and trigger sprays and 
#6 plastic cups.  

  
This is an important ministry! As you care for 
the environment, so you are helping people!  

              ECO-TIP of the Month 

                 brought to you by the   

           POP Social ACT!ON Committee 
 

            Fill Your Freezer! 
 

Did you know that your 
refrigerator and freezer are 
responsible for about one sixth 
of the energy use in your 
home? 
 

You can help your freezer run 
more efficiently by keeping it 
full.  The more items that are in your freezer, the less 
space there is to trap warm air when the door is 
opened.  You don’t want to stock up on frozen items?  
Instead, fill a few plastic jugs with water (not all the 
way) and store them in your freezer.  The frozen 
masses will help the freezer run more efficiently when 
the door is opened. 
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Coming Soon! 
 

November 11 at 6pm...Joint 

Cluster Thanksgiving Worship 

Service at Roselle United 

Methodist Church at 206 S. Rush Street. 

November 18...2019 Pledge Commitment & 

Thanksgiving Sunday with brunch at Prince of 

Peace catered by Rocco Vino’s. Sign up in the Lobby. 

December 2...Annual Church Conference & 

Worship Service at 9:30am. Continental Breakfast 

will be served during the meeting. Everyone is 

welcome! District Superintendent Darneather 

Murph-Heath will preside and preach. 

January 13, 2019...Disability Awareness Sunday. 

Rev. Dr. Bonnie Beckonchrist will preach. 

February 3, 2019...World-famous pianist Rev. 

Huntley Brown will bring special music to our 

worship service. 

 

 
 

 

Email or bring to the office your articles and 
photos for the  

December newsletter  
by 11:00am, Tuesday, November 27 

 

Email to office@popumc.com  
and  

communications@popumc.com  

Poppourri  

Thanksgiving Pies for Our Neighbors 
 
What would Thanksgiving be 
without pumpkin pie?  Or 
apple?  Thanksgiving is just 
around the corner and 

Community Services and the food pantry are 
seeing our assistance again this year to provide 
pies for our neighbors. 
 
Mission Outreach is collecting donations of 
$8.00 to purchase two frozen pies for our food 
pantry neighbors.   Just make your check out to 
Prince of Peace with the notation that it is for 
Thanksgiving Pies.  You may also leave cash 
donations in the offering plate—just be sure to 
place it in an envelope and designate that it is 
for pies. 
 
Because the pies will be delivered on 
November 15 (the Thursday before 
Thanksgiving), we appreciate your 
making your donations by Sunday, 
November 11th.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This year our Christmas gifts will go to ChildServ 
to serve children who are in the Extended Family 
Support Program.   
 

ChildServ provides a variety of social services to 
children and families.  The children we are 
supporting are living with relatives who are 
seeking guardianship.  The relatives are provided 
limited support during the guardianship process 
so they are able to meet the essential needs of the 
children.  The children’s parents are unable to 
take care of them due to mental health, substance 
abuse, domestic violence, or poverty issues.   
 

ChildServ is one of the programs in the United 
Methodist Church Rainbow Covenant that POP 
has supported for many years.   
 

By taking a tag from the Giving Tree in the lobby, 
you can play a big part in making a child happy at 
Christmas.  

   Meetings at  
Prince of Peace 
        2:00pm 
 

+ November 8 
 

+ December 13  

Lydia 

Circle  
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A Thank You Note... 
 

The Night Ministry  

Holiday 
Celebration 2018 
 

We want to share 
the magic of the 
holidays with all 
who are served by The Night 
Ministry. Throughout December 
we’ll host holiday parties across 
our programs. The gatherings will 
include music, food, cookies, hot 
chocolate, gifts, and stockings.  
 

Check out here some of the ways 
you can support our Holiday 
Celebration at our website  
www.the nightministry.org or email  
andrew@thenightministry.org for 
what’s needed, how to drop off 
donations, and dates. 
If you want to volunteer with The 
Night Ministry, email 
volunteering@thenightministry.org  
 

 
 
 

 
 

The Elk Grove Presbyterian 
Church Food Pantry sent a thank 
you note to Prince of Peace for 
our donation of seven bags of 
food on August 16th and nine 
bags of food on August 30th. 
Barbara Singelmann, the food 
pantry coordinator said, “Your 
support of the pantry is very 
much appreciated.” This food 
pantry supports 57 households 
totaling nearly 150 people. Of 
those residents, more than 45% 
are children under the age of 18. 
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From the Elk Grove Township Newsletter 
October, 2018 

Bob Lawson Living and Giving Garden  
 

The garden is closed for the season!  
 

 
 
 

From the 
Living and 

Giving Garden  
of Elk Grove 

Facebook page: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Thank you to everyone who helped us clean up the 
Living and Giving Garden to end another 
successful year! We pulled the vegetation, stacked 
and stored cages and trellises, dug the beds up and 
added amendments and harvested our last batch of 
potatoes!!  Thank you, Community Garden 
Volunteers “ 

A Thank You Note  
from Pastor Cerna! 

 

My heart is filled with so much 
thankfulness when I look at the many wonderful things 
that we at Prince of Peace have accomplished this year 
with God’s grace. Our successful IMAGINE Banquet 
Fundraiser Dinner on Sunday, September 30, at Belvedere 
Banquets in Elk Grove Village is included in my list of our 
blessings. 
 

To date, the Banquet has brought us a net income of 
$10,302.70 from the dinner, advertisements, silent 
auction, and donations. The amount we raised supports 
the Annual Budget (the operating fund) of the church.  
 

We could have not done it without the hard work of the 
2018 Banquet Committee, the church members’ support, 
the generous contributions of friends and businesses in 
Elk Grove, and gifts from many other places. God is truly 
amazing!   
 

Thank you, Church. I can’t thank you enough for your 
support of our Banquet and our work together to 
transform the world. To God be the glory! 
 

Grace and peace, 
 
 

P.S. Enjoy some great banquet photos on pages 11 & 12. 
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Ups for DownS 
Healthy Living Garden Club 

Did you know that tomatoes contain lycopene, lemon thyme makes a great shortbread 
cookie, coriander seed comes from the cilantro plant and that Clark’s favorite vegetable is 
broccoli? 
 

You would be privy to these facts had you joined the Healthy Living Garden Club! 
Sincerest thanks extended to George Evans, Pastor Rand, the POP congregation and the 
Lawson Living and Giving Community Garden for welcoming the group into the church and 
supporting the mission of Ups For DownS.  
 

Ups For DownS is a non for profit organization in Schaumburg supporting families and 
friends in the community who love and care about people with Down Syndrome. The 
mission of the group is to “inspire community acceptance by sharing with others the 
presence, potential and abilities of people with Down syndrome”. 

  

The club met weekly in the church May through September to learn 

about heathier food choices and getting hands-on experience in the 

Lawson garden, growing, tending, and harvesting vegetables and 

herbs. Nutrition sessions, led by POP member and AMITA Health 

dietitian Susan Rizzo, RDN, CDE and colleagues Kathy Stanislawski, 

RDN, CDE, (AMITA Health St Alexius dietitian), Kimberly Jurkowski RD, 

(Elk Grove Pavilion dietitian and fitness instructor) and garden 

enthusiast dietitian, Becky Gradl, RD, MPH provided nutrition 

information, cooking tips, menu ideas and guidance in the garden. The 

group grew several varieties of tomatoes and peppers, Japanese 

eggplant, basil, celery, broccoli, zucchini spearmint and cucumbers.  
 

In addition to learning about healthier food choices, a lot of fun was 

had as participants worked side by side watering and tending the 

garden. A special thanks to Michelle Pohlman for her expertise, Aidan 

Wysocki for sharing his info on the Pollinator Garden, and the 

community garden members for their support and knowledge. The 

group is excited to continue next season and welcomes the POP 

community to join the fun. 

 

 



 

  847.439.0668 popumc.com Page 10 

 

Throughout the month of November, Elk Grove Township and Community Consolidated School 
District 59 (CCSD59) are partnering for the third annual Snow Angels campaign. The program 
collects donated snow boots and pants, which benefit in-need children attending CCSD59 schools. 
 
Prince of Peace will also have a drop off box in our church lobby throughout November. Donations 
you make will give under-resourced children the ability to go outside for recess when snow is on 
the ground. Snow pants and boots are required by the school district for a child to be able to 
participate. 
 
They are asking for donations new and/or gently used snow pants  
and boots for girls and boys. Please consider your giving to this  
worthwhile program. 
 

Volunteers Needed  
Please consider volunteering to serve in one of these ministries within the life of Prince 
of Peace UMC. We are currently looking for people to: 
 

 Teach Sunday School  

 Be a Nursery Caregiver.  

 Provide and serve light refreshments and juice after Sunday worship.  

 Serve as an attendant (usher) during Sunday worship.  

 Provide occasional transportation for POP members going to medical appointments. 
 

Call the church office at 947-439-0668 to volunteer. Thank you! 

Saturday, November 3rd — Sunday, November 4th 
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Beautiful Centerpieces 

Registration Table with Myrtle Klauer and Karen Briskey welcoming 
Tammy and Clark Miller  

Barbara Moore looking over the Silent Auction Table  

Remembering... 
 

Prince of Peace UMC Imagine Banquet 

 

Sweets for the Sweet 

September 30, 2018 

4:00 to 8:30pm 

Belvedere Banquets 

Elk Grove Village 
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POP Alive Band:  Mark Rand, Guitar; Steve Hart, Guitar; Brian Tredup, 
Guitar; Judy Gulbransen, Keyboard; Gina Cline, Susan Rizzo, Myrtle 
Klauer, and Mike Wysocki, Singers 

Children choosing Door Prizes 

Sandy Kinnard - Silent Auction Top Bidder 

Remembering... 
 

Prince of Peace UMC Imagine Banquet 

 

Pastor Cerna calling up the winner of the big door prizes as emcees 
Allie Cline and Phil Loveall, and organizer Melody Canak look on. 

Dancing the Night Away! 
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Prince of Peace 
United Methodist Church 
1400 Arlington Heights Rd. 
Elk Grove Village, IL  60007-3893 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 
9:30 AM  
PASTOR 
Rev. Cerna Castro Rand 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
office@popumc.com 
847.439.0668 
popumc.com 


