Poppourri
October 2018
OCTOBER 2018 PREACHING AT A GLANCE
October is Pumpkin Patch and Stewardship Campaign Month at POP
Sunday, October 7 – 20th Sunday After Pentecost (World Communion Sunday)
Extended Celebration of International Peace Day
Message: Yasmina Blackbur n, an Elk Gr ove Village r esident who is a Muslim, will be our speaker .
She will share with us her personal story, the core beliefs of Islam, and some similarities between her faith
and Christianity, as well as some misconceptions about Islam and Muslims. Following the worship service,
Yasmina will facilitate a Q & A opportunity. Come join us this Sunday and learn from our speaker.
Scripture Reading: Luke 10:25-37
Sunday, October 14 – 21st Sunday After Pentecost
Mayor Craig Johnson of Elk Grove Village will speak at the beginning of our Worship Service about
Elk Grove Village Cares: Taking on the Disease of Opioid Addiction with Commitment and Compassion.
Sermon: “Wesley’s Simple Rules for Money: ‘We Don’t Need More Money; We Need Wisdom’”
Scripture Readings: Pr over bs 1:7; 2:6; 3:3-5; 3:13-14; 9:10; Matthew 25:26-30; Luke 15:13
After Worship, at 10:45am in the Lounge, join the Adult Small Group Study on “Living Faithfully –
Human Sexuality and The United Methodist Church.” Come join Pastor Cerna at the Lounge. The book is
free. Call the Church Office for your copy.

Sunday, October 21, will be our 1st Sunday of the annual Stewardship Campaign. Throughout
our Stewardship Campaign, Pastor Cerna will be using the book “Earn. Save. Give. Wesley’s
Simple Rules for Money” by James A. Harnish as one resource to support her in developing
her sermons. Rev. Harnish is an acclaimed pastor, teacher, and author who served Hyde Park
United Methodist Church in Tampa, Florida for twenty-two years.
Pastor Cerna will explore John Wesley’s faith and his theology of money, the biblical
teachings about material wealth, personal stories of various people and how their faith has
impacted their use of money. Our aim during the Stewardship Campaign will be to refocus on
learning how we can be good stewards of God’s resources which have been entrusted to us,
being inspired to give faithfully and generously to our church, and ways and means of sharing
our blessings with others.
Sunday, October 21 – 22nd Sunday After Pentecost (1st Stewardship Sunday)
Sermon: “Wesley’s Simple Rules for Money: ‘Earn All You Can’”
Scripture Readings: Pr over bs 23:4; Luke 12:13-21;
After Worship, at 10:45am in the Lounge, join the Adult Small Group Study on “Living Faithfully –
Human Sexuality and The United Methodist Church.” Come join Pastor Cerna at the Lounge. The book is
free. Call the Church Office for your copy.
Continued on page 2
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OCTOBER 2018 PREACHING AT A GLANCE
Sunday, October 28 – 23rd Sunday After Pentecost (2nd Stewardship Sunday)
Sermon: “Wesley’s Simple Rules for Money: ‘Save All You Can’”
Scripture Readings: Pr over bs 13:11; Matthew 6:19-21
After Worship, at 10:45am in the Lounge, join the Adult Small Group Study on “Living Faithfully –
Human Sexuality and The United Methodist Church.” Come join Pastor Cerna at the Lounge. The book is
free. Call the Church Office for your copy.

Update from your POP Social ACT!ON Committee
Helping to make the world a better place

On Sunday, October 7, Yasmina Blackburn will speak during the service
about Islam. Yasmina's father is a Muslim from Bulgaria and her mother
is a Croatian Catholic. She is a Muslim American blogger, freelance
writer, and activist who promotes interfaith dialogue and seeks to break
down stereotypes about Islam and Muslim people. Yasmina has lived in
Elk Grove Village for 19 years. She is married to a Christian man and is
the mom of 2 teenagers who attend Conant High School. She will share
with us her personal story, the core beliefs of Islam, and some similarities
between it and Christianity. She will also address some common
misconceptions about Islam and Muslim people.
After the service we will break for refreshments with a Middle East and Eastern European theme.
There will be dates, grapes, hummus, pita bread, and Baklava. Muslims believe that fruits and
vegetables come from God, not only for nourishment, but also as a sign of His blessing. And, of
course, there will be coffee, which was invented by Muslims. We’ll then resume with a Q&A time,
so have your questions about Islam ready! Yasmina states that she is “thrilled to meet the
congregation of Prince of Peace Church and to share stories.”
If you want to learn more about the Council of Bishops decision about a
Way Forward and what will be presented at the Special General
Conference in February 2019, please attend the NIC listening session
November 10 at 9:00 am at the Barrington United Methodist Church. To
read the Way Forward Commission’s final report click here to go to the website with the PDF document.
Are you curious about how each of the Way Forward proposals are likely to affect
the pensions of clergy and lay employees? If so, Wespath Benefits and Investments,
formerly known as The United Methodist Church General Board of Pensions and Health
Benefits, has a new Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) listing on its website to
explain the potential pension impacts of the Commission's three proposals to the
2019 Special General Conference. Click here or copy and paste or type this URL into
your Internet browser address line to visit the FAQs: https://www.wespath.org/
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A NOTE OF GRATITUDE FROM PASTOR CERNA…
Our 2018 IMAGINE Banquet, our fourth biennial fundraiser, held on Sunday, September 30, at Belvedere
Banquets and Events in Elk Grove Village was absolutely beautiful and a HUGE SUCCESS! Thanks be to God!
Over 200 people enjoyed the night of great fellowship, music, food, dance, door prizes, and silent auction. It was
an event to remember with thanks!
We could have not done it without the hard work of the Banquet Committee, seminary interns, our music codirectors (Judy Gulbransen & Brian Tredup), the jazz band and the POP Alive Band, our invited musicians (Eric
Brink & Steve Hart), our DJ (Pearl Bacerra Jones), our brilliant Masters of Ceremonies (Allie Cline & Phil
Loveall), the support of many people who came to the event, people who donated financially towards our
fundraiser, individuals and families who purchased advertisements in our Souvenir Book, people and businesses
who donated to our Silent Auction and Door Prizes, the Jarosch Bakery and Gina & Allie Cline who provided
the delicious desserts, Jaimie Roberts-Duarte’s Bella Floral & Décor that donated the gorgeous floral
arrangements and centerpieces for the banquet hall, Melody Canak for leading the Silent Auction, Karen Briskey
and Myrtle Klauer for managing the ticket table, Betsy Boswell for creating the program agenda, Judy Pohlman
for designing the Souvenir Book, First United Methodist Church in Arlington Heights for printing the book,
Carole Davenport for putting together the master list of tickets and ads sold, Mark Demizien for setting up the
sound system, the awesome staff of Belvedere Banquets led by Taylor Walsh, and everyone who prayed for us
until and on the evening of the event.
Plenty of generosity and hospitality were poured out during the preparations and on the day by members of the
church, friends, and other supporters of Prince of Peace. Without everyone’s support and kindness we would not
have been there that night, enjoying the splendid celebration. To God be the glory!
When everybody on the team works together we accomplish great things. Thank you, everyone, for a fantastic
fundraiser and to the Banquet Committee for an awesome job:
Betsy Boswell
Karen Briskey
Melody Canak
Dave Carlson

LaVerne Carlson
Allie Cline
Gina Cline
Nancy Clothier

Carole Davenport
Mark Demzien
Judy Gulbransen
Cheri Hartsfield*

Myrtle Klauer
Judy Pohlman
Jaimie Roberts-Duarte
Hannah Wehmeyer*
*Seminary Interns

In closing, I am sharing a sampling of the comments I heard about the banquet.
Grace and peace,

We enjoyed everything.

The flowers are gorgeous.
Thanks for inviting us!
God bless Prince of Peace!
847.439.0668
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ECO-TIP of the Month

More from

brought to you by the

POP Social ACT!ON Committee

If you have ever wondered what to do with
empty pill bottles, the Social Action
Committee is now collecting them for Matthew
25 Ministries, which helps distribute them to
poor countries where medicines are often
dispensed into hands, pockets, or leaves. Just
place your clean empty prescription or overthe-counter medicine bottles with their caps in
the bin on the shelf in the lobby. Please
remove the label and as much of the sticky
residue as you can before you donate your
bottles. Thank you!
As always, we appreciate your continued
donations of:
 ink cartridges for rebates, pop tabs for the
Ronald McDonald House, and
 hotel and sample size personal care items
for PADS, and
 books, National Geographic magazines,
buttons, crayons, pens, pencils, and Altoid
tins for Scarce, and
 empty oral care and personal care
containers, as well as pump and trigger
sprays bottles with their tops intact, and
#6 plastic cups for Terracyle
With every donation you are helping
people while caring for the earth!

Can you guess what these items have in common?
Musical Instruments
Brita & PUR Water Filters & Accessories
LP Records
Keys (household, luggage, car)
The answer is SCARCE.
Yes, in addition to the items you already know
about, SCARCE is collecting these items. You don’t
know about SCARCE? Go to scarce.org to get a
complete list of items that they reuse, repurpose,
or recycle.

Watch for Gift Cards for Sale
Starting in mid-October and continuing through
November the Youth Group will be selling Scrip
(Gift) cards to raise funds for their 2019 Summer
Mission trip to Redbird Mission
in Kentucky. A percentage of
the value of each card sold will
be donated to the youth group.
More information to come.

INTRODUCING THE POP “BUDDY” PROGRAM!
It’s not easy being the new kid on any block. With that in mind, Pastor Cerna and I
launched the Buddy Program at Prince of Peace in September.
In a nutshell, members of our congregation will be partnered with our new members
to help make them feel even more welcomed and connected to our church family.
In the months to come, if we ask you to “buddy up”, just remember
how it felt when you were that new kid.
Gina Cline, Susan Rizzo and Mary Ann and Phil Loveall did – and
said yes!!
Kathy Pratt / New Member Coordinator

847.439.0668

popumc.com

Page 4

NO SMALL CHANGE UPDATE
For a starving child, hope is impossible without a reliable source of food. Continuing to
make “ministry with all children” a priority, our church family in partnership with Feed
My Starving Children in Schaumburg, will be turning hunger into hope for 5 children in
developing countries for one year. Because of your very generous donations to No Small
Change this summer, totaling $400.00, you will be helping to feed the most vulnerable of
God’s children who are hungry in both body and spirit. And that is no small change!
As POP UMC members and friends did earlier this year, volunteers
at FMSC will turn our monetary donation into hand-packed bags of
rice, soy, dried vegetables, and a nutritionally complete blend of
vitamins and minerals. The bags will then be sealed, boxed, placed
on pallets and shipped to FMSC’s partners who reach the neediest
children.
On Sunday, September 16th, during the worship service, Tom
presented your donation to Stacey Hartman, the Development
Advisor for Feed My Starving Children, and she, in turn, thanked the
church for generously supporting their ministry. of their program.
Kathy Pratt-Holden and Tom Holden,
Co-Chairs of Champions for Children

Rally Day/Homecoming Sunday Worship Highlights
September 16, 2018

Pastor Cerna, Pastor Cheri & Pastor Hannah
blessing Prince of Peace students’ backpacks
847.439.0668
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Rally Day/Homecoming Sunday Worship Highlights

Don Claypool reading scripture.

Pastor Cheri Hartsfield leads new
members Sam & Jaimie RobertsDuarte in making their commitment to
Prince of Peace.
Their Buddy, Gina Cline, is mostly
hidden behind Jaimie.

New members pictured from left to right: Debbie Buttles, Joyce Demetros
and Bill Demetros. In the background from left to right, their Buddies Susan
Rizzo, Mary Ann Loveall (mostly hidden), and Phil Loveall. Pastor Cerna
welcomes the new members to Prince of Peace.
Pastor Cerna gives the Benediction
before the picnic begins.
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Rally Day/Homecoming Picnic Highlights
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Help Wanted in the Pumpkin Patch!
Your help is needed! To make our fundraiser Pumpkin Patch a success and support our missions and
ministries, please sign up for one or more shifts on the sign-up sheet in the Lobby at church.
If you would serve as a Sale Captain for one week, please contact George Evans to get more
information about that role and let him know if you’ll fill it. Two are needed each week.

James “Jim” Shoffner’s Life & Achievements Lifted Up as a History Maker
in the Lincoln University Alumni July, 2018, Spotlight
Organic chemist James “Jim” Shoffner was born on January 14, 1928 and raised
on a rural plantation in New Madrid, Missouri. Shoffner's segregated school was
open only five months a year; the rest of the time was reserved for growing
cotton. He transferred to a boarding school in Kansas City, Missouri where he
was first introduced to chemistry and biology. However, Shoffner still had to help
in the cotton fields and school for him did not begin until late November. He
attended Lincoln University for a year before joining the United States Army,
where he earned tuition benefits through the G.I. Bill. After completing his
military service, Shoffner returned to college and received his B.S. degree in
chemistry from Lincoln University in 1951.

Following graduation, Shoffner worked at the United States Post Office before
returning to school and earning his M.S. degree in organic chemistry from
DePaul University. Shoffner worked at a local paint company before being hired
as a carbohydrate researcher at Corn Products International. After six years,
Shoffner returned to graduate school to pursue his doctoral degree in organic chemistry at the University of Illinois,
Chicago. After receiving his Ph.D. degree in 1965, Shoffner joined Universal Oil Products Company (UOP) where he
would spend the next thirty-six years working in petroleum chemistry, specifically studying NMR spectroscopy and
additives for plastics.
Shoffner started a second career with the American Chemical Society (ACS) becoming active in the Division of
Petroleum Chemistry. He held a series of positions in ACS' Chicago Section including serving as a board member and
co-chair of Project SEED, a program to help disadvantaged students pursue a career in chemistry. He became a
councilor of the ACS in 1974. In 1993, Shoffner retired from Universal Oil Products and joined Columbia College in
Chicago as a science professor and science education consultant. In 2006, Shoffner organized the American Chemical
Society conference honoring the famed chemist, Percy L. Julian. He was also instrumental in the development and
served as a consultant for the 2007 PBS NOVA program ,Forgotten Genius , about the life of Percy L. Julian.
James Shoffner has been active with the American Chemical Society for over forty years and received his thirty-year
councilor plaque in 2005. Shoffner was awarded the ACS Award for Encouraging Disadvantaged Students into Careers
in the Chemical Sciences and the Henry Hill Award. Shoffner lives in Elk Grove, Illinois.

Congratulations, Jim, on your long and successful career in chemistry and as a person
who encourages others to pursue degrees and careers in the chemical sciences!

847.439.0668
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Adult Small Group Study

A Note from Ann Robert

To all of our friends at Prince of Peace:
We arrived safely with our U-Haul on September 8th. We
first stopped to unload baby things that friends and relatives
had given to Dana. Then we went to our condo and unloaded
the things we brought with us that we thought we would
need. That very day, Dana received a phone call saying that
after a three month wait, the inspectors from the city were
coming to certify that her home was indeed safe. We
thought we would have a baby by the first week in October.
However, her caseworker visited to tell her that, while she
had passed the "Baltimore finger print test," they did not
have the results from the Federal test, which she took in
May. Apparently the person who works with the machine
that reads the finger prints is unable to access them. This
bureaucratic delay affects many more people than
Dana. While there is a great demand for people to foster
children, bureaucracy is making it a challenge.
We love having a condo on the harbor and are able to walk
most places including Dana's home. Often Dana and I walk
our dogs together. Even Finn has made friends riding in the
elevator. We will discount the fact that it has rained most
everyday since we have arrived. We send our warmest
thoughts to each of you and pray for the continued success
of your ministry.

Ann, David and Finn
Ann and Dave Robert’s
address until May, 2019 is:

You can still join Pastor Cerna’s
small group book study.
Sessions are on Sundays,
October 14, 21, & 28 at 10:45am
after worship.

The book, Living Faithfully:
Human Sexuality and The
United Methodist Church, has
background on the Bible,
Christian theology, history,
stories, and info about UMC
structure/practice. It’s aim is to help you explore
answers to four questions:
 Is the practice of homosexuality incompatible
with Christian teaching?
 Is same-gender marriage compatible with
Christian teaching?
 Is ordaining practicing homosexuals compatible
with Christian teaching?
 Where are we now?
To enroll/get a copy of the free book, call the
office at 847-439-0668 or sign up in the Lobby.
On Labor Day, the Shinnyo-en Chicago Buddhist
Temple hosted their Annual Picnic.
Several POP members went to the picnic and
enjoyed tasty
food, good
fellowship and
fine
entertainment.

2702 Lighthouse Point East, #712
Baltimore, MD 21224

Submit November Poppourri
articles & photos by 11 am
Friday, October 25
If you’re emailing your submissions, please email
to both the church office at office@popumc.com
and the Communications Committee at
communications@popumc.com.
The same deadline applies for submitting one or
more hard copy item/s to the church office.

847.439.0668

Then, on September 23rd we celebrated
International Peace Day here at POP and
welcomed the Shinnyo-en Drummers to our
worship service. They were soul-stirring!
We look forward to working more closely with this
congregation on ministry concerns in Elk Grove
Village.
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Thanksgiving Pies

Beautiful Embroidered Towels for Sale

Beginning Sunday,
October 14th, Lydia Circle
will have samples and be
taking orders for
embroidered dish towels
and hand towels.
The towels
will make
great gifts or decorative items
in your home. They will be
ready before the 2018 holiday
season begins. Be sure to check them out!

Volunteers Needed






Teach Sunday School and/or be a Nursery
Caregiver. Call the Church Office about
joining the Children’s Ministry team.
Provide light refreshments and juice after
worship one or more Sundays. Sign up in the
Lobby, or call the Church Office with your
dates.
Serve as a worship attendant (usher). Email
or call the church office if you want to
participate in this ministry of hospitality.
Provide transportation for POP members
going to medical appointments on occasion.
If you are willing, call or email the church to
get on the Drivers’ List. Thanks!

What would Thanksgiving be without
pumpkin pie? Or apple? Thanksgiving is
just around the corner, and Community
Services and the food pantry are seeking our assistance again
this year to provide pies for our neighbors.
Mission Outreach is collecting donations of $8.00 to
purchase two frozen pies for our food pantry neighbors. Just
make your check out to “Prince of Peace” and write
“Thanksgiving Pies” on the memo line. You may also leave
cash donations in the offering plate—just be sure to place it
in an envelope and designate that it is for pies.
Since the pies will be delivered on November 15 (the
Thursday before Thanksgiving), we appreciate your making
your donations before that date.
We give thanks to all of you who help make Thanksgiving a
little brighter for our neighbors.

Coming Soon!
Please put these dates on your calendar now.
November 4...All Saints Sunday. By October 28, please submit to the
church office, via email or hard copy, the photos, names, birth and
death date, and your relationship to the people you want
remembered during our All Saints Sunday worship service. We will
remember people at your request, even if you have no photo to share.
November 18...Commitment & Thanksgiving Sunday with lunch at Prince of Peace catered by
Rocco Vino’s Restaurant.
December 2...Annual Church Conference after worship. Continental Breakfast will be served
during the meeting. Everyone is welcome to meet our District Superintendent Darneather
Murph-Heath and learn about our plans and accomplishments!
January 13, 2019...Disability Awareness Sunday. Rev. Dr. Bonnie Beckonchrist will be
preaching during the worship service.
February 3, 2019...World-famous pianist Rev. Huntley Brown will bring special music to our
worship service.
847.439.0668
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Brought to our community by YWCA Metropolitan Chicago and
School District 59, serving portions of Elk Grove Village, Arlington Heights,
Des Plaines, and Mt Prospect. Please share with family and friends!
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From Elk Grove Presbyterian
Church Food Pantry
(Established in 1988. Serving 57
households with 150 people.)
thank you for

delivered

7 bags of food

June 21

Cash $30

June 21

4 lbs/chicken

June 28

8 bags of food

July 12

Cash $30

July 12

10 bags of food

July 26

Cash $30

July 26

847.439.0668
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Prince of Peace
United Methodist Church
1400 Arlington Heights Rd.
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007-3893

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
9:30 AM
PASTOR
Rev. Cerna Castro Rand
CONTACT INFORMATION
office@popumc.com
847.439.0668
popumc.com
847.439.0668

Pumpkins for sale at
Prince of Peace
October 8th - October 31st.
popumc.com
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