
 

  847.439.0668 popumc.com Page 1 

Poppourri 
October 2017 

Mission Statement 
Serve God and Transform Lives 
 
Welcome Statement  
 

Believing in God’s inclusive love, we welcome all into full 

participation in the congregation, regardless of age, ability, race, 

ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, faith background, 

family configuration, or socioeconomic status.  

O c t o b e r  P r e a c h i n g  a t  a  G l a n c e  ( P u m p k i n  P a t c h  M o n t h )  
 

 

Sunday, October 1 – Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost - World Communion Sunday 
Sermon Title: God is Always with Us 
Text: Exodus 17:1-7 
Synopsis: The Israelites were blaming Moses for bringing them to the wilderness and having no water to drink. They 
were questioning him and God. They were wondering if God knows their situation and even doubted that God was with 
them. They asked Moses if God is for them or not. God assured them that he is with them, and he will not abandon 
them in their situation. God told them that he would walk before them and provide for their needs. God provides and is 
always with us. Do you remember a time in your life that you felt God was with you? 
Music: popAlive Band 
Special Music: Mark Rayski 
Communion Music: Marlea Smith (Flute) and Brian O’Hern (Piano) 
 

Sunday, October 8 – Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost and Unity Sunday 
Sermon Title: “Press on Toward the Prize”  
Text: Philippians 3:4b-14.  
Synopsis: We are not after credentials. We are about doing compassionate acts for others because it is good and the 
right thing to do. We are following Christ, but not to earn our salvation or to reserve the best spot in heaven. We do not 
have to worry about that part because it already has been prepared for us. Our duty is to faithfully follow our Lord and 
to show the world who God is in our daily lives. Everything we do for God is great in God’s eyes. We are all striving for 
the greatest prize in the universe every time we do God’s will or contribute to God’s work. We have to live as children 
of the Almighty, straining ahead and forgetting what lies behind so that we can reach the finish line, which is to be in 
communion with Christ and one another. 
Music: popAlive Band and Chancel Choir 
 

Sunday, October 15 – Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost  
The Rev. Chris Walters, president of the United Methodist Foundation of the Northern Illinois Conference will be our 
preacher. 
Music: popAlive Band and Chancel Choir 
 

Our Annual Stewardship Campaign begins on Sunday, October 22, and it culminates on Sunday, November 19, as our 
Commitment and Thanksgiving Sunday when we bring our 2018 Pledge Cards and celebrate our gratitude and 
generosity with a Potluck following the worship service.  
Stewardship Campaign Theme: “Gratitude and Generosity” 
Gratitude and generosity go hand in hand together. Our God is an abundant God and he is generous. Giving our money 
to the church is our response to God's goodness in our lives.                             (continued on page 7) 
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A PASTORAL LETTER TO PRINCE OF PEACE FROM PASTOR CERNA 
 

Warm Christian Greetings! 
 

I’m humbled to let you know that we have had wonderful worship services throughout this past summer. 
Praise the Lord! There are many people involved in planning for a creative worship service each Sunday. Our 
Worship Committee Team and many individuals whose names are listed in the bulletin each week are 
contributors and participants. At our weekly Pop In Prayer meeting on Wednesday mornings, we pray for the 
worship services and leaders. Worship is our adoration of an awesome God who is worthy of our praise and 
thanks. The next time you come to church for worship, take a look at the worship bulletin and see how many 
people are working with your pastor that week, planning for our praise and worship to our holy God, and pray, 
too, for your pastor and weekly worship team as they lead worship on Sunday. 
 

Our Homecoming (Rally Day) Sunday was on September 10, and it was a huge success. The worship service 
was filled with amazing music from our popAlive Band and Chancel Choir. The baptism of Hailey Jean 
Kauffman, beloved daughter of Andrew & Sarah Kauffman, beloved sister of Leah Kauffman, beloved 
granddaughter of Rick & Bonnie Kauffman and Chuck & Joan Witt (members of Prince of Peace) was very 
beautiful, and the presence of the children surrounding the Baptismal Font during Hailey’s baptism was very 
meaningful. The Grandparents Testimonies from Phil & Mary Ann Loveall and Clark & Tammy Miller were 
down to earth, funny and very relatable.  
 

Many of you told me that the worship service was remarkable, and the All-Church Picnic following the 
worship service was fantastic. More than seventy people came to our All-Church Picnic! The array of food 
was very delicious. I wish to thank the Family Life Committee and the chair of the committee, Patti Aparo, for 
their generosity and hard work. A shout out goes to the grillers: George Laudermith and Mark Rand. Also, 
thanks to George Evans and everyone who helped with the set-up and clean-up for the picnic. Without the 
generosity and hard work of the Family Life Committee, Board of Trustees, and volunteers, it would not be 
possible to organize such a successful event. Thanks again, picnic organizers and volunteers! 
 

Everyone at the picnic had a blast and enjoyed the yummy food, warm fellowship, and fun games. The 
children’s activities were entertaining, especially the Butterfly Release, with butterflies donated by Jack Groat 
and his family, was a hit. Even the adults were excited to release their own butterflies and make their own 
wishes. It was also wonderful for the pets to be blessed by your pastor during the picnic.  
 

We had ninety-six people at the Homecoming worship service, and there were seven children (below the age 
of three) in the Nursery. That was an all-time high attendance in our Nursery program, and we almost ran out 
of space! Thanks to Ursula Carlson and Heather Knoll Bodziak for running the Nursery on that day. We very 
much need more Nursery caregivers each week. Please sign up and support this program with your time on 
Sunday from 8:45am-10:45am.  
 

Below my signature I have shared with you our Worship Attendance this summer. I’m appreciative of your 
faithful leadership and presence in all that we do for the honor and glory of our loving God. I look forward to 
seeing you regularly at church as we worship God together. 
 

Grace and Peace, 

 

  

Pastor Cerna 

 
 

July     August     September 
02 = 82     06 = 88    03 = 76 
09 = 75    13 = 78    10 = 96 (Homecoming Sunday) 
16 = 70    20 = 97    17 = 92 
23 = 65    27 = 78    24 = 112 (International Peace 
                  Sunday) 

Worship Attendance 
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Homecoming (Rally Day) 

Sunday, September  10 
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Lydia Circle Donating to the 
Purchase and Installation of 
New Entry Doors 
 

Our Circle wants to provide a 
gift to help our church replace 
the unsightly entrance doors. 
Fran Crone (pictured here) was 

a loyal member of Prince of Peace for 18 years, and 
she was very generous in her donations. She gave 
funds to install the chair lift on the stairway to the 
lower level. In her will, she bequeathed $1,000 to 
the Circle to be used in good causes. Our wish is to 
honor Fran’s memory and donate that sum to the 
church toward new doors. 

Doris Lawson & Betty Brown 

 (continued from page 1) 
 

Out of our gratefulness to God's generous gifts and faithfulness, we give generously. Thanks be to God for the 
opportunity to give. 
 

Sunday, October 22 – Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost (1st Sunday of Stewardship Campaign) 
Stewardship Testimony: Clark & Tammy Miller 
Sermon Title: Gratitude and Generosity 
Texts: Psalm 24; John 1:1-5 
Synopsis: It is good to be reminded that God created the earth, and everything in it belongs to him. Since God is the 
source of everything that we have, therefore we are not owners of the planet earth. Rather, we are the caretakers of 
God’s creation. This includes even our possessions. What we have is God’s, and these things are entrusted to us to take 
care of.  We are stewards of God’s resources. 
 

Therefore, our giving is the fruit of our gratitude for all that God has given to us to manage. God deserves our thanks, 
and we translate our thankfulness into concrete acts of generosity. We are being challenged to give liberally  to others 
what belongs to God. Our lavish gifts are instruments of God’s blessings to others. Every day is a perfect opportunity to 
give thanks and give abundantly. What are you thankful for? How do you translate God’s generosity? Let’s express the 
goodness of God into our giving. May our whole beings be filled with gratitude and generosity. May our joy of giving 
point to the God who created the world. May our hearts continue to meditate upon the favor of the Lord and move us 
to be generous in every way. 
Music: popAlive Band and Chancel Choir 
 

Sunday, October 29 – Twenty-first Sunday After Pentecost  (2nd Sunday of Stewardship Campaign) 
(Fifth Sunday of the Month – Regular Worship Service—Special Offering for Food Backpack)  
Pastor Betsy Evans Ingstrup Preaching 
Stewardship Testimony: Erlene Collins-Browning 
Installation of the Nursery Caregivers and Sunday School Teachers  
Music: popAlive Band  
Offertory Music: Pete Barbanente 

 

Please email content for the November Poppourri by noon Thursday, October 26 to 
communications@popumc.com and office@popumc.com   Thank you! 

 

The next Lydia Circle meeting will 
be held on Thursday, October 12th 
at Prince of Peace at 2:00 P.M. 
Our speaker will be Betsy Boswell 
on the topic of Community 
Character Coalition of Elk Grove. 
 

All women are invited to attend.  
 

Please call Doris Lawson, 847-437-2542 or 
Betty Brown, 847-437-2536 to let us know if 
you will be there.  
 

Lydia  
Circle 

mailto:communications@popumc.com
mailto:office@popumc.com
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 Stewardship Update 
 
We are well on our way to seeing two great improvements at POPUMC!  The carpet will be 
replaced very soon, followed by new entry doors.   
 
Our fundraising campaign for these capital projects is off to an excellent start due to your 
amazing generosity.  To date, we have received over $5,500 in donations with an additional 
$2,600 pledged!   
 
We are only a few weeks into our fundraising campaign, so please consider purchasing carpet 
squares at $25 each to help us reach our goal of $32,000 to fully fund these projects.  There is 
a pledge sheet below, and there are pledge cards available in the Lobby. Place your pledge in 
the offering basket during the worship service or mail it to the church. Additionally, we have 
online donations set up on our website, popumc.com, if you prefer the electronic route.  
  
Let’s all help to continue to bring these projects to 100% funded!  If you have any questions 
about the projects or the campaign, please contact me at stewardship@popumc.com. 
 
Thank you for your continued generosity! 
 
Matthew McGregor 

Stewardship Chair 

My Commitment to Prince of Peace UMC  

Church Doors and Carpet Replacement 
 

Please place your completed Pledge in the offering plate or mail it to the church office. 
 
 

I/we commit to give $  per   and/or   carpet squares @ 
$25 each.  (Time Period)  (Quantity) 

 
 

 My Total Pledge Is $  , and I will pay it by  . 
          (A date between 9/3/2017-9/3/2018) 

 
 

  Name_______________________________________________Phone #______________________ 
 

 

  Email address  
 

  Submitted by/Signature________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

  Date Signed___________________________ 
 

Thank you for pledging your support. 
 

Please note that you may change your commitment at any time by notifying the Financial Secretary, Charlie Waite. 

mailto:stewardship@popumc.com
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An update on the POP food backpack program from your 
Missions, Champions for Children & Social Action Teams.... 
 

The POP “Food for Kids” food backpack program 
began at Byrd School this month with the first 
distribution of 25 backpacks to needy families over 
Labor Day weekend. The program's goal is to help 
feed these needy families over extended 

weekends when the students are not receiving free 
breakfast and lunch at school. Our first distribution filled 
each backpack with: a box of pancake mix, 2 cans of 
vegetables, a pound of spaghetti pasta, a can of spaghetti 
sauce and a large can of chicken.  
 

Our next backpack distribution will take place on October 4 
prior to a 5-day weekend due to conferences and Columbus 
Day. We will be packing on October 3 at 3:45 at the school. If 
you are interesting in helping with the packing, please call 
Betsy Boswell at 847-840-5233. 
 

The Missions, Champions for Children and Social Action 
Teams wish to thank everyone who participated in the 
special offering on September 17 to help fund this important 
program. To enable us to continue the 
program throughout the 2017/18 school year, 
please continue to drop your loose change in 
the No Small Change box each Sunday. 
Together we are making “no small change” to the lives of 
our local children in need! 

 

Refreshments Needed for Sundays after 
Worship October through December 2017 
 

Support our hospitality ministry to each other 
and our visitors and guests. Please volunteer to 
bring cookies, donut holes, pastries, fruit, or 
perhaps even veggies, and juice or another 
beverage that will work for folks who don’t 
drink coffee.  
 

Sign up in the lobby or call the church office 
(847-439-0668) Tuesday-Friday mornings. 
 
 

 

 

 

Subject: AmazonSmile @ POPUMC 

As if there aren’t enough reasons to love Amazon, here’s one 
more.  Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases 
to charities through a special program called AmazonSmile.   
 

Prince of Peace is now registered through AmazonSmile, so 
before you click “place my order,” make sure that you are 

shopping on smile.amazon.com!   
 

Prince of Peace also has a direct link through the program: 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2688935.  A direct link to our 
AmazonSmile page is also available on our website, 
popumc.com, as well as our Facebook and Twitter pages.  
Delivery to your door and a donation to Prince of Peace for no 
additional cost?  Sold! 

 
Matthew McGregor 

Stewardship Chair 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Looking ahead to All Saints Sunday 
on November 5, 2017 

 

It has been a tradition at Prince of Peace to 
remember our 'saints' as we celebrate 'All Saints 
Sunday' each November. If your loved one has 
passed away during the past 12 months and you 
would like to have a picture of that person shown 
on the screen during worship on Sunday, 
November 5th, please send us your photograph 
and the saint’s name, date of death, and 
relationship to you.  

You may send your photo as a JPG file attached 
to an email to office@popumc.com. Or you may 
bring your photo to the church office Tuesday 
through Friday mornings or on any Sunday 
during October. Finally, you may send your 
photo to the church via the U.S. Postal Service.  

The deadline for submitting photos is Sunday, 
October 29th.  

 

October 1—31, 2017 

Please sign up to cover a few 

sales shifts. See the sign-up 

sheets in the Lobby for dates and 

time frames and where you fit in! 

Thank you! 

tel:847-840-5233
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2688935
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    At the start     Packing  

 
POP Food Backpack Program    

August 31, 2017 
Packing the first 25 backpacks  

for the students of 
Byrd Elementary School 

 

All done! 
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Update from POP Social ACT!ON Committee 

Helping to make the world a better place 

 

New!  Terracycle is now accepting rigid plastic cups that have a number 6 in the middle of the 

recycling triangle mark.  These are cups like Solo® colored, opaque, and clear cups and 

tumblers (and other brands).  Please place your empty, rinsed, dry cups in the Terracycle box. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Terracycle collection is in addition to the ongoing acceptance by Terracycle of empty 

toothpaste, hair gel, and lip balm tubes; mouthwash, shampoo, conditioner, and soap bottles; 

and deodorant, hand lotion, dental floss and cosmetic containers, as well as used toothbrushes, 

water filters/accessories, and trigger sprayers from cleaning supply bottles.  Terracycle recycles 

the unrecyclable. The items are sorted, shredded, melted, and remolded into new products, 

rather than ending up in the landfill.  Another way to protect creation!  So far Terracyle has paid 

us $24 for the items we’ve sent. 

 

In honor of October Energy Action Month, please place your used Compact Florescent Lights 

(CFL) in the box in the lobby.  No tubes please. 

 

New to the Social Action Committee Lending Library, is the book Cleared for Takeoff, A Pilot's 

Story of Challenges and Triumphs by William R. Norwood, the first African 

American pilot for United Airlines.  "Although he encountered pitfalls 

along the way, Bill credits God and the love and support of many 

people--known and unknown - for the success he had in life.”   Among 

many awards, Captain Norwood is a Lincoln Laureate, the highest honor 

a civilian can receive in Illinois.  And he's a former member of Prince of 

Peace UMC, as he wrote on page 89!  Feel free to take home the copy 

to read and return for others to enjoy.   

 

October brings pumpkins, pumpkins, pumpkins everywhere.  But don’t 

throw them away after Halloween.  Instead, on November 4th take them 

to Scare, an environmental organization in Glen Ellyn, or to other sites that will be 

listed on the Scarce website.  The pumpkins will be composted, returning nutrients 

to the soil. Just remove the contaminants such as candles, stickers, and other sorts 

of decorations.  To date Scarce has helped divert 93 tons from landfills, so help 

make this a banner year. 
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 New Member 
 

Malinda Larkin 
recently joined Prince 
of Peace. Pictured 
here with her husband 
Will and their children 
Ella and James. 
Malinda has already 
become a POP 
volunteer in our 
Children’s Ministries  
program and has 
joined LaVerne 
Carlson in providing 

edits and feedback on our worship bulletins. 
Welcome, Malinda, Will, Ella and James. We’re 
happy you’ve joined us! 

 New Music Directors  
 

Judy Gulbransen is our new Choir Director (and 
continues as our pianist/organist, too.)   
 

Brian Tredup is our new popAlive Band Leader. 
 

Congratulations to Judy and Brian!! 

    
 

ECO-TIP of the Month 
 

Brought to you by the POP Social ACT!ON Committee 
 

Are You an Idler? 
 

Idling for more than 10 seconds wastes more gas than 
restarting your car. Two minutes spent idling is equal to 
one mile of driving. Save gas and stop pollution at the 
same time. 

 

 

Administrative Assistant Taking a Vacation 
 

Our church administrative 
assistant, Carole Davenport, is 
taking vacation time in October. 
She will be on a road trip 
through six states!  Please pray 
for her while she is away. 
 
Pastor Cerna has made arrangements for 
administrative assistant substitutes in the church 
office while Carole is away: 

 October 3-6 – Myrtle Klauer 

 October 10-13 – Carol Emmons 

 October 17-20 – Carol Emmons 
 
The office hours will be the same as always: 
Tuesday through Friday, 9:00am to 12:30pm.  
 
Don’t hesitate to call or email if you need help from 
the office! 

Baker Square Pie Fundraiser Coming up 
Gina Cline will soon be making Baker Square pie order forms available after worship 
services for those who want to order pies for their Thanksgiving and/or Christmas 
holiday.   
 

As in past years, fruit filled pies are $12 (POP earns $3.50/each) and 
cream pies are $14 (POP earns $4.00/each).  Pick-up arrangements will also be the 
same as in past years with pick-up available all day the Tuesday  before Thanksgiving in 
the parking lot of Christus Victor church. If you have ordered a pie or pies, on pickup 
day simply pull your car up to the Baker Square tent, give them your name, and they 
will hand you your pies!  This is an easy (and tasty!) fundraising effort for POP! 
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Elk Grove Food Pantry Needs 
 

As you do your shopping this week, keep in mind that the Elk Grove food pantry is in need of the fol-
lowing items:  Jell-o, Pop-tarts, instant potatoes, jelly, and microwave popcorn. 
 

                     

Itasca Food Pantry Needs 

On the first Sunday of each month, the members of Prince of Peace bring food and other supplies for 
the Itasca Food Pantry. At this time we are in dire need of the following items: 

Pull-Ups (All sizes) 
Disposable Diapers (All sizes except size 2) 
Baby Wipes 
Feminine Hygiene Products (Tampax, Kotex, Panty Liners, Light Days, etc.) 
Incontinence Products for Women and Men (Briefs and pads) 

Any assistance you can provide in securing these items for our clients is greatly appreciated. 

from date for 

 September 
5th  

A box  and two bags of produce 

from the Living & Giving Communi-

ty Garden. 
 A check in the amount of $150.00 

from Prince of Peace. 

 Two bags of school supplies from 

Prince of Peace to the School Blast 

Off. 
  
 September 

3rd 
Seven bags of food items, paper 

products, cleaning products, person-

al hygiene items, and pet food to 

help our clients.  
 September 

19th 

Seven bags of food items, paper 

products, cleaning products, person-

al hygiene items, and pet food to 

help our clients.  

Thank You notes have come from Elk Grove Township and  
the Itasca food pantry to Prince of Peace  

& the Living & Giving Community Garden in September.  
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Good news!  
Prince of Peace’s UMCOR special offering in 

response to Hurricane Harvey totaled 

The youth have kicked off their confirmation season this year.  In 
October, they will be unloading and selling pumpkins, and will also 
be involved with Sunday worship as acolytes and assisting with 
Sunday School and the Nursery. 
  
New this year, the youth will be selling gift cards as a fundraiser for 

the summer mission trip.  Please see the link at http://popumc.com/?p=2191 for a list of vendors called 
“Family Order Form.”  We will be taking orders after church during October, with delivery of cards in 
November. These are a perfect gift for the holidays to give to others or even to use yourself and benefit 
Prince of Peace youth at the same time.   
 
The  youth group will receive a percentage of the value of the gift card as noted on the order form.  For 
example, if you purchase a Fuddruckers $25 gift card, we will get to keep 8% or $2. The list of vendors is a 
long one, and there are many opportunities with this program. 
  
We have set the theme for the next Youth Dinner tentatively scheduled for February 3rd:  JAZZ!!!  
  
Upcoming dates: 
Oct 11 Confirmation Lesson 6-7:30 
Oct 25 Pumpkin Patch 5-7 
 

Thanks for all your support of the youth, 
Connie & Mike 

Dear Church Family: 
 

Thank you to everyone that found the time to pray for me while I was going through 
boot camp.  It was really hard at times and I would think about everyone back home 
praying for me and that would help motivate me and push me through those times 
that gave boot camp the nick name “13 weeks of hell.”   
 

I’m sorry I couldn’t find the time to come and personally thank everyone during 
church, but I was constantly running around from the minute I got back from boot 
camp. Thankfully I had the training for it!! 
 

Blessings to all of you, 
Pvt. Bradley W. Pohlman, USMC 

Did you know that financial fraud in local churches is on the 
rise? Sadly, financial fraud occurs in Northern Illinois 
Conference (NIC) churches, and it is widely underreported.  
While this is troubling, the good news is that financial fraud is 
preventable through accountability, transparency and internal 

controls.  “Protecting the Cookie Jar!”—a workshop put on by the 
NIC Board of Trustees and CCFA where you can learn best 
practices to protect your church and its cash assets (and 
credibility)— will be 9:30am to noon on Saturday, October 21 at 
Rochelle UMC and streamed across the NIC. SAVE THE 
DATE! Details coming soon. 

Itasca Food Pantry  
Saturday Volunteer Opportunities 

If you are looking to volunteer to 
help the less fortunate, call Myrtle 
Klauer at 630-386-7858 to 
discover what you can do for the 

Itasca Food Pantry on Saturdays. Volunteers 
begin at 8:30 a.m. to prepare for the clients 
and continue through 11:00 a.m. when the 
pantry closes. Duties include stocking 
shelves, helping our more frail clients shop, 
processing incoming stock, working at the 
meat counter, and helping clients take their 
groceries to their cars. Your “job” will be 
tailored to your abilities and interests. 

http://popumc.com/?p=2191
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Pop In Prayer 
Every Wednesday, 11:00-11:30 am 

POP Sanctuary  
 

Prayer is an opportunity to spend time with God. To 
understand the heart of God, you need to pray. In John 
15:15, Jesus says “He no longer calls us his servants, but 
calls us His friends.” Talking with God develops a deeper 
friendship with Him.  
 

Come and talk with God amidst Prince of Peace  
members and friends. We have been praying for you 
all along long. Join us in praying for others! 

Peace Pole Dedicated and Installed 

On Sunday, September 24, Prince of Peace observed International Peace Sunday (the first Sunday after 
International Peace Day on September 21st.) Nanci Vanderweel, Vice President of Community Character  
Coalition (CCC) of Elk Grove, joined us in worship, and we installed and dedicated the Peace Pole that CCC 
donated to Prince of Peace. We had an amazing worship service that day. There were 112 people in 
attendance. The worship was loaded with great messages and music, and people were very appreciative 
of the service. Praise the Lord! Some pictures from International Peace Sunday are below and on page 
16. 
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Prince of Peace 
United Methodist Church 
1400 Arlington Heights Rd. 
Elk Grove Village, IL  60007-3893 

 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 
9:30 AM - Worship Service 
 
Rev. Cerna Castro Rand, Pastor 
Cerna@popumc.com 
847.439.0668 
popumc.com 


