Poppourri
March 2018
Mission Statement: Serve God and Transform Lives.

March Preaching at a Glance
(March is Reconciling Month)

Sunday, March 4 – 3rd Sunday in Lent (Holy Communion)
Sermon: “Three Simple Rules - A Wesleyan Way of Living: Do No Harm” by Bishop P. Rueben Job
Texts: Exodus 20:1-17; Mark 12:29-31
Synopsis: “Do No Harm” sounds simple, but it’s a challenging rule. What does it mean to do no harm? Bishop
Job writes: “To do no harm is a proactive response to all that is evil – all that is damaging and destructive to
humankind and God’s good creation, and therefore ultimately destructive to us. To adopt this first simple rule as
our own is a giant step toward transforming the world in which we live.” (“Three Simple Rules,” page 30.)
Following Jesus faithfully is living our lives the way he lived, rising to the challenge to do no harm to anyone
and God’s creation. Come, let us explore and deepen our understanding of this “Simple Rule: Do No Harm.”

Sunday, March 11 – 4th Sunday in Lent (United Methodist Committee on Relief
[UMCOR] Sunday, formerly One Great Hour of Sharing; Special
Offering for UMCOR)
Recognition of Girl Scouts (Chris Stapleton – Girl Scout Cookies)
Sermon: “Three Simple Rules - A Wesleyan Way of Living: Do Good” by Bishop P. Rueben Job
Texts: Micah 6:6-8; Matthew 22:37-40; Luke 6:27-28; 3 John 11b; Acts 10:38
Synopsis: Bishop Job writes: “To do good is a serious challenge from Wesley and a direct command from
Jesus. Doing good, like doing no harm, is a proactive way of living.” (“Three Simple Rules,” pages 36- 37.)
Come, let us explore and deepen our understanding of this “Simple Rule: Do Good.”
Sunday, March 18 – 5th Sunday in Lent (3rd Anniversary as a Reconciling Congregation)
Speaker: Pastor Anna Voinovich
Sermon: “No Unity Without Inclusion”
Text: I Corinthians 12:12-26
Welcome Statement: Believing in God’s inclusive love, we welcome all into full
participation in the congregation, regardless of age, ability, race, ethnicity, sexual
orientation, gender identity, faith background, family configuration, or
socioeconomic status.
(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)

March Preaching at a Glance (continued)

Sunday, March 25 – Palm Sunday
Procession of Palms by the Chancel Choir, POP Alive Band, and Sunday School Children
Sermon: “Three Simple Rules - A Wesleyan Way of Living: Stay in Love with
God” by Bishop P. Rueben Job
Texts: Psalm 105:4; Colossians 2:6-7; Matthew 22:34-40
Synopsis: What does it mean to stay in love with God? How are you staying in
love with God? Bishop Job writes: “Holy living will not be discovered, achieved,
continued, and sustained without staying in love with God. And while staying in
love with God involves prayer, worship, study, and the Lords Supper, it also
involves feeding the lambs, tending the sheep, and providing for the needs of
others (John 21:15-16). Spiritual disciplines not only include practices that bind us to God every day but
they also include actions that heal the pain, injustice, and inequality of our world. It is impossible to stay in
love with God and not desire to see God’s goodness and grace shared with the entire world.” (Three Simple
Rules, pages 58-59.) Come, let us explore and deepen our understanding of this “Simple Rule: Stay in Love
with God.” Let us celebrate the jubilant entrance of the Lord into the city, waving our palm branches and
sing our loud hosannas.
Maundy/Holy Thursday, March 29
Holy Communion - Holy Meal - Foot Washing
7pm Worship
Scripture: John 13:1-15
Music: POP Alive Band; Chancel Choir; Steve Hart (Bass Violin)
Good Friday, March 30
6am-7pm Prayer Vigil in the Sanctuary
(Come as an individual or as a group for a silent prayer and meditation.)
7pm Worship – (Scripture Readings, Reflections on Jesus’ Seven Last Words on the
Cross, Candle Lighting, Silent Reflection, and Music by the Chancel Choir).
Speakers: Don Claypool, Myrtle Klauer, Judy Pohlman, Mike Wysocki, Pastor Cerna

Mission & Outreach: Easter Hams for Those in Need
The Mission & Outreach Committee is requesting donations for Easter baskets
going to 60 families in the community, who sometimes get over looked. Community
Services have asked if Prince of Peace members could donate money to provide
hams costing about $8-$10 each for Easter meals. Please give money by placing it
in the offering plate. Checks should be made out to Prince of Peace UMC with a
notation saying Easter Hams. See or call Gloria Burzynski (847-895-3083) for any questions.
Donations are due by March 11th to allow ample time for purchasing the hams and delivering
them. The last few years we showed great generosity and we were able to help our neighbors so
let’s match it this year!
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Pastor Cerna’s Corner
Warm Christian Greetings to You!
You may have wondered: what does Pastor Cerna do on her day off? Well, wonder no
more!
Five weeks ago I enrolled my son in a Taekwando class that meets at the Bethany
Community Center in Itasca (formerly Bethany United Methodist Church). On the first
day of my son’s class, as I waited for him, I watched him and the others do their
exercises, and it looked like they were having fun. I noticed that there was a mother in
the class with her daughter (and, of course, that parent was way younger than I am)!
After the class was over I went up to the teacher
and asked if I could enroll myself for the class,
and he said gladly, “Of course! I will give you the
forms to fill out.” The next week I was a new
student with my son.
In my first class, we were divided into three
groups. My son was assigned to the second
group, and I was assigned to the third group.
During our class we were doing difficult
exercises, and my son came up to me and
asked, “Mom, are you struggling?” I said, “Yes,
I’m too old for this.” He replied, “You have to be
flexible.”
Sometimes in life we have to be flexible. But I also told the teacher that I was having
difficulty doing the exercises because I’m too old to be doing Taekwando. The teacher
replied, “I will give three choices every week—easy, medium and hard—and you can
choose which works for you.” I felt great after he said that.

Every Monday night on my day off I joined my son for a Taekwando class, and I
remember his words; “Mom, you have to be flexible.”
As you continue your spiritual disciplines and practices this season of Lent, I hope you’ll
learn to be flexible in order to enjoy your activities of growing your faith and relationships
with God, your neighbors, and God’s beautiful creation around you.
God bless your Lenten journey.
Grace and Peace,
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Hey Church!
First and foremost, Connie and I would like to thank EVERYONE for your
support of our youth by being a part of our fundraiser dinner. Whether you
attended, help with set-up, helped with cooking, entertainment, or made a
donation, you made another year of our summer mission trip possible.

Thanks to all of you we made a $2,160 profit on the dinner! That money, along with whatever we
raise from our other fundraisers, ensures that we are definitely able to go be the hands and feet of
Jesus in the Milwaukee metro area.
Confirmation class is rolling along. We are into our last 3 months of this year and are still learning
about our relationship with Jesus.
We are planning a date, probably the evening of April 18th, at Feed My Starving Children in
Schaumburg that will be open to the ENTIRE congregation. After we confirm the date, we will let
you know the details. We hope that ALL of you will join us as this is an awesome opportunity to help
children all over the world by providing them with a meal that has all of the essential vitamins and
minerals that support a healthy life.
Speaking of food, I have been asked for the recipes for the Jambalaya and Cornbread Casserole, and
they are printed on the next page of this newsletter.
Thanks for the love and support,
Mike Wysocki
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Jambalaya

Cornbread Casserole

6 boneless, skinless chicken thighs
1 lb. smoked sausage
1 large onion chopped
2 bell peppers chopped (I used 1
green and 1 yellow for Mardi Gras
colors)
1 28oz. can whole tomatoes with juice
2/3 cup tomato paste
1 cup beef stock
1 tsp. dry oregano
1 tsp. dry basil
1 tbsp. hot sauce

15 oz. can corn drained
15 oz. can cream corn
1 stick butter
1 cup sour cream
2 tbsp. sugar
2 eggs
1 box Jiffy Cornbread mix
1 tbsp. hot sauce
Mix all ingredients together.
Pour into 8x8 greased pan.
Bake 350˚ for 45 minutes or
until firm.

Combine all ingredients in a crock
pot or slow cooker. Cook on low for
5 hours. Serve with rice.

Youth

March 14 - Wednesday - Confirmation Class
March 29 - Maundy Thursday service
March 30 - Good Friday service

Update
POP UMC has received a $6.48 donation from the AmazonSmile Foundation as a result of our
AmazonSmile program activity between October 1 and December 31, 2017. (Amazon donates 0.5% of
the price of eligible purchases to us through this program.)
To make your contribution(s), shop at smile.amazon website, not amazon.com. Prince of Peace also
has a direct link through to the program at http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2688935.
Also, a direct link to our AmazonSmile page is available on our website, popumc.com, as well as our
Facebook and Twitter pages.
Delivery
to your door and a donation to Prince of Peace for no additional cost? Sold!

April Poppourri articles & photos are due
Wednesday, March 28, 11:00am.
If you’re emailing your submissions, please send to both:
 POP Communications Committee at communications@popumc.com and
 The church office at office@popumc.com.
If you have hard copy to bring in, please observe the same deadline. Thanks!
847.439.0668
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February 22, 2018, Headline and Excerpts from the Daily Herald…
“Suburban students walk out of school to demand stricter gun control
“Thousands of suburban high school students joined their peers across the country Wednesday in a national walkout
to demand stricter gun control after the killing of 17 people last week at a Florida high school.
“An estimated 1,200 Schaumburg High School students, many carrying signs and chanting messages in support of
tighter gun measures, paraded in front of the school then rallied on its front steps. The event ended with 17 minutes
of silence in honor of the 14 students and three staff members slain at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in
Parkland, Florida.
“Similar protests were held at Elk Grove, Hoffman Estates, Wheaton North, Neuqua Valley and Batavia high schools,
among others.
“Schaumburg High senior Jenna Whalen was among five students who organized her classmates' walkout. ‘For me, it
was the realization that angry was too tame a word for how I am feeling today,’ she said. ‘Students here are so
powerful, and we know the power of our words.’
“She and fellow organizers Mina Mazeikis, Ryan Sorge, Aidan Wysocki and Zahra Kahn met Wednesday morning with
Palatine-Schaumburg High School District 211 officials to set parameters for the protest. As part of the negotiations,
students agreed they would return to classes after one period.
“Wysocki said adm inistrators' support -- which extended to not marking any student truant during the noon
class period -- probably erased the concerns of students who wanted to take part but were worried about getting into
trouble.
“The protest falls on the one-week anniversary of the school shooting in Florida. Similar walkouts are planned for the
one-month anniversary on March 14 as well as the 19th anniversary of the Columbine High School shooting on April
20.
“Among the students' requests are stricter background checks and a longer waiting period for gun purchases.
“Whalen said it shouldn't be unreasonable to keep a military-grade assault rifle out of the hands of a 19-year-old, or
that all sales be properly monitored and recorded.
“Wysocki noted that m any of the w eapons used in school shootings have been legally acquired under
current laws.
“A small group of adults stood outside the school Wednesday to support the students.”
Ctrl+Click here to read the article in its entirety on the Daily Herald website.
On the article home page, click on the arrow on this picture to activate a
short video clip in which Aidan Wysocki talks about what
students are thinking and what changes they want..

Our church has a young adult social activist--Aidan Wysocki--who
helped organize the walk out at Schaumburg High School! So
proud of the young people for speaking up, honoring Parkland, and

helping give a voice to the small children of Sandy Hook.

Marci Evans, Social Action Committee
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Save the Date!

Sadie Gil

Pop Annual peapod dinner
Saturday, March 24th, 6:00pm
Meet at Peapod Chinese Restaurant
84 Biesterfield Rd, Elk Grove Village
Enjoy a time of fellowship
and good food.
Order whatever you prefer
from the menu. We will
have separate checks.
All are welcome!
Make your reservations with Betty or Orville
Brown at 847-437-2536

Baptized and Joined POP UMC
by Profession of Faith
February 18, 2018
NO SMALL CHANGE
Just a friendly reminder…

Lydia
Circle

Lydia Circle will be meeting
on Thursday, March 8th at
Prince of Peace at 2:OOpm.

All women are invited to join
us for the afternoon. Cathy
Anderson will be presenting a
Book Review, "When We
Meet Again" by Kristen Harmel.
Please RSVP to Doris Lawson, 847-437-2542 or
Betty Brown, 847-437-2536. Hope to see you on
the 8th.
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All your donations to No Small
Change in February and March will be earmarked to
support the outreach ministry of Prince of Peace’s
Confirmation Class when our youth (and volunteers
from the congregation) work a shift at Feed My
Starving Children in Schaumburg on April 18th. 90%
of your donations will be spent directly on meal
production!
Kathy Pratt-Holden & Tom Holden
Champions for Children

Prince of Peace is in the process of becoming a
"green" church. After worship services, to preserve
God’s Creation, please drop bulletins and inserts that
you don't want into one of the blue recycling bins in
the lobby. Also put any empty #6 Solo-like cups into
the plastic container on the Terracycle bin.
Remember to Bring Your Own Mug (BYOM), for
your coffee or tea, and your reusable green or red
POP bottle if you’ll be drinking water.

popumc.com
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From January 18, 2018, Edition of the Elk Grove Township newsletter...

Community Character
Coalition (CCC) Carnival of
Character was held on
Saturday, February 24th, at
the Pavilion. Pastor Cerna and
lay members Tammy Miller,
Kathy Pratt-Holden, Tom
Holden, Betsy Boswell, and
James Rand of POP UMC had a
table. We gave more than 100
updated church brochures to
adults who came by, and over
100 children enjoyed our pig
race game and giveaway. A
good time was had by all!
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Thank you to everyone at Prince of Peace UMC of Elk Grove Village for sponsoring our 2017 Holiday Gift
Drive. We sincerely appreciate your commitment to ensuring the children and families in ChildServ’s care
experience the joy and happiness of the holidays.
Your support and generosity helped to make this year’s event the most successful in agency history,
providing toys, clothing and other gifts to more than 1,100 children.
As we continue our 124-year mission to protect, heal and educate at-risk children and families through
foster care and adoption, therapeutic, residential and early childhood learning programs, we know that our
impact would not be as great without the friendship of those in the United Methodist Church, who embrace
and practice the principles on which ChildServ was also founded.
Thank you again for partnering with us as we strive to help each of the 2,481
children, youth and families in our care to reach their potential, and have a
blessed New Year.
From all of us at ChildServ,
by Zulma Colon
Thank You notes from
Elk Grove Presbyterian Church Food Pantry
notes dated

thank you for

delivered on

January 18, 2018

16 pounds of Italian Sausage

December 7, 2017

10 bags of food

December 14

$20

December 14

10 bags of food

December 21

20 pounds if ground beef

December 21

$376 from the Thanksgiving offering

December 28

$20 from an individual

December 28

10 bags of groceries

January 11, 2018

8 bags of groceries

January 25

$40

January 25

Coming Up April 15, 10:45am-12:30pm: A Special Meeting about the Commission on a Way Forward
Pastor Cerna and the Social Action Committee are studying the Commission on a Way Forward,
which continues its work examining, and possibly revising, paragraphs in the Book of Discipline
concerning human sexuality/LGBTQ inclusion and exploring options for the future of the church. The
Commission was established to find a way forward from the church divisions over homosexuality and
LGBTQ inclusiveness.
The Book of Discipline prohibits marriage and the ordination of LGBTQ persons. Some call to remove
this language, while others want to retain the prohibitions. Still others think the divergent opinions
cannot be reconciled and call for the church to be sub-divided.
The Commission is made up of 32 clerical and lay members representing various global geographic
areas and positions on the issues. It submitted an interim report proposing three options aligned with
the three positions and continues its work to offer proposals to the Council of Bishops at its May
meeting. The Council of Bishops will decide which of those or other options to present at the February
2019 Special General Conference.
Pastor Cerna and the Social Action Committee are planning to update the congregation at the
April 15th. General Conference Delegate Elisa Gatz will facilitate.
The Northern Illinois Conference will hold listening meetings in the fall. There is a box in the lobby for
you to submit your questions or comments.
847.439.0668
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NEWS FROM STEW*
Happy St. Patrick’s Day to everyone, be you Irish or not. Several Irish sayings come to mind. The luck of the
Irish. Finding a pot of gold at the end of the rainbow. Winning the lottery. All wishful thinking.
Oh, so sad about the man who did win the lottery and used some of his winnings to finally see a doctor,
which he couldn’t do before since he couldn’t afford insurance. And then he found out that he had terminal
cancer and died 3 weeks later. I’m sure they gave him a very nice funeral and headstone.
Where was I going with this? Well, wouldn’t it be nice if a big, ole pot of gold were left at the front door of
Prince of Peace Church and we could do everything we would like to do to make our church bigger and
better? Dream on. It’s not happening.
So instead we are grateful for the blessings we do have at POP. #1 we have a great sense of community
here. People caring about people. #2 we are using our resources to reach out to our community. Sometimes it is just a can of soup for the Elk Grove Food Pantry or a small baggie of cookies for the
Night Ministry. Sometimes our resources are used here at POP, and we dream big and end up with new
carpeting and new doors.
The point is, and, yes, I was getting to the point: our church family, like our own family, needs our resources to function. Your fellow POP church attendees thank you for your contributions. Remember your
contributions, whether big or small, are important to building our church foundation.
So I end this month with an Irish blessing to you:
May the road rise up to meet you.
May the wind always be at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your face,
and rains fall soft upon your fields.
And until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of His hand.
Karen Cranmer-Briskey, Chair, *Stewardship Committee
ECO-TIP of the Month
from the POP Social ACT!ON Committee
Do you have gently worn shoes that you no
longer use? Consider donating them to
SHARE YOUR SOLES (shareyoursoles.org), a
non-profit organization that distributes shoes
across the U. S. and the world.
Drop your shoes off at New Balance, 685 E Golf Rd (east
of Portillo’s), in Schaumburg, Illinois

847.439.0668

Looking ahead to our
3rd anniversary of
becoming a Reconciling
Congregation
Anna Voinovich will speak
during worship on Sunday,
March 18th, our 3rd anniversary. Anna is a
student at Garrett-Evangelical Theological
Seminary (G-ETS) and is currently serving as a
Licensed Local Pastor at Barrington UMC,
First UMC of West Dundee, and El
Mesias UMC. She is past co-chair of Sacred
Worth, the LGBTQ organization at
Garrett. Recently the Board of Ordained
Ministry of Northern Illinois recommended her for
commissioning as an elder during the Annual
Conference session in June.
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Looking Ahead…
Prince of Peace Banquet Fundraiser
Sunday, September 30th - 4:00pm
at Belvedere Banquets.
Tickets are: $45 for adults $15 for children
This is our biggest fundraiser of the year!
Watch for detailed information to come soon.
Looking Back to Black History Month…
During February we celebrated Black History Month, a time in which Americans celebrate the achievements of black
people as well as the overall contributions of black Americans to our country. At Prince of Peace, we celebrated Black
History Month by welcoming notable people to lead and participate in worship.
On Sunday, February 4th Bishop Ivan Hartsfield of Faith Covenant Fellowship Ministries (FCFM) filled our pulpit,
bringing the message, “The Gospel of Inclusivity,” and was a co-celebrant at Holy Communion. That same Sunday, the
congregation also enjoyed the artistry of dance by several of the young girls from FCFM.

On February 18th we enjoyed hearing our own POP member, Erlene CollinsBrowning, tell her story of growing up on the Southside of Chicago and
experiences she had throughout her years of education. Her heartfelt words
helped us realize what it was like to be a woman of color during those times.

On February 25, we sang
several hymns from the African
American tradition, and Pastor
Cerna shared the stories behind them. It was enlightening to
learn where and why a particular hymn was written and it
created a bridge between the past and the present of black
sacred music.
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Update from your POP Social ACT!ON Committee
Helping to make the world a better place
Get your reusable water bottles, now in green. Reusable bottles are
better for the environment than disposable water bottles, and the
imprint indicates that “We Welcome All.” Get yours for only $5 and use it
often and everywhere to show that Prince of Peace cares about
people and the Earth. Just ask Marci Evans, Pastor Cerna, or members of the Social Action
Committee for your bottle. Please especially bring them on March 18th, as we celebrate the
third anniversary as a Reconciling Congregation, and April 22nd, 2018 when Bishop Sally Dyck
visits for Earth Sunday.
Do you have questions or comments about the Commission on a Way Forward? See the
handout and question box in the lobby. Also see the short article on page 9 which highlights
our upcoming all church meeting to learn about the Commission’s work so far.
The Community Garden, Aidan Wysocki, and the Social Action and the Mission Outreach
committees are teaming up to expand the garden and add a butterfly/
pollinator garden. This will be an Eagle Scout project for Aidan. It will
help pollinate the vegetable garden, thus increasing donations to the
food pantries, and it will provide protection to the habitat by giving
food and shelter for butterflies and bees. The Living Giving and Butterfly
garden helps to take care of God’s Creation. Come watch the
preparation and growth, and even volunteer if you can!
Good news! Plastic #6 cups are now accepted by Terracycle! These are Solo-type cups of any
brand, size, or color. Just place your empty rinsed cups in the Terracycle bin, along with your
other unrecyclables, such as empty toothpaste, deodorant, and cosmetic containers.

USHERS (a.k.a., WORSHIP ATTENDANTS)
We need YOU! Ever thought about being an usher
at a worship service? We need more volunteers,
adults and youth, to serve in this role. Time
commitment is once every four to six weeks, arriving
early and staying after Worship to straighten up. We
provide instructions and a great team of people to
serve with you. You provide the welcoming
hospitality to all those who worship here! Call Pastor
Betsy Evans Ingstrup at 847-312-9566 or email her
at bme.betsy@gmail.com to volunteer.
SUNDAY SCHOOL & NURSERY CAREGIVERS
Seeking a person(s) who want to stay in touch with
young people--very young people. Children's
Ministries would like to add two more bright, funloving, and interesting individuals to guide and teach
our young people. There is an opening in the Nursery
847.439.0668

and another in the Sunday School. For the Nursery
you must have loving arms, and be good with cars,
trains, and other toys that require a minimal degree
of manual dexterity. It would also help if you had a
few tricks up your sleeve to captivate the "young
ones." As for Sunday School, the curriculum is
especially good for those with dramatic experience
(reading poems,) arts and crafts (many projects to
choose from,) and quick fingers for looking up Bible
verses. I know my phone (847) 385-8514 may get
very busy, so please hold for the next available
representative.
Appreciatively yours,
Ann Robert
AFTER-WORSHIP HOSPITALITY MINISTRY
After most worship servicees, we greet and one another
and catch up. These short gatherings are even more
pleasant with a light snack and a drink. Please sign up to
provide light refreshments after one or more worship
services throughout 2018. The signup sheet is on the wall,
next to the bulletin board at the southwest (Devon
Avenue side) entrance of the Lobby. Thank you!
Carole Davenport, Church Office, 847-439-0668

popumc.com

Page 12

847.439.0668

popumc.com

Page 13

Prince of Peace
United Methodist Church
1400 Arlington Heights Rd.
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007-3893
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POPPOURRI

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES
9:30 AM - Worship Service
Rev. Cerna Castro Rand
Cerna@popumc.com
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