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Poppourri 
February 2018 

FEBRUARY PREACHING AT A GLANCE 
 

“February is Black History Month and celebrates the historical contributions of 
Africa Americans to the worship life, mission and ministry of the church.”   
— From the Northern Illinois Conference Website. 
 

“If you can’t fly then run, if you can’t run then walk, if you can’t walk then 
crawl, but whatever you do you have to keep moving forward.”  
— Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 

Sunday, February 4 – Fifth Sunday After the Epiphany and Communion Sunday 
Preacher: Rev. Ivan Hartsfield, Bishop of Faith Community Fellowship Ministry (FCFM) of Elk Grove 
Village. (See Bishop Hartsfield’s biography on page 2.) 
Sermon Title: “The Gospel of Inclusivity” 
Scripture Reading: Acts 8:26-40 
Music: Chancel Choir and POP Alive Band 
Dance: FCFM Interpretive Dance Group 
 

Sunday, February 11 – Transfiguration Sunday and Scouting Sunday 
Sermon Title: “At the Foot of the Mountain” 
Scripture Reading: Matthew 17:1-9 
Sermon Synopsis: We cannot keep God and his radiance on the mountaintop. We have to bring it down the 
mountain to the world below. We are to take the message of Transfiguration to our homes, community, 
workplaces, and into the world. If we follow God’s command, our Lord will be glorified, his radiance will 
be revealed, and people will come to know him through our witness. As we approach the season of Lent, 
may we take the opportunity to reflect on God’s dazzling greatness, listen to him, and follow his vision for 
our lives. May we be courageous enough to let God’s love and light radiate through us so others can hear 
God’s voice, see his glory, and enjoy his company here at the foot of the mountain. God said, “Listen to 
Jesus, my beloved Son.” Amen.  
 

Wednesday, February 14 – Ash Wednesday (Holy Communion 
and Imposition of Ashes) 
6:00pm All-Church Potluck 
7:00pm Worship Service 
Sermon Title: “What are Your Lenten Disciplines?” 
Scripture Reading: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent. During the Lenten season we are reminded of who we are 
and who God is. It is a time of self-examination, reflection, meditation, Bible study, and responding to 
God’s call. Lent reminds us to deepen our walk with God, relationship with our neighbors, and God’s 
creation. In the business of life, it seems hard to find a quiet moment to be with God each day. We are 
always on the go, doing more and more things that keep us busier than ever before. We admit our need of 
the Lord. During Lent we have an opportunity to return to God, grow in faith, and be energized to go out 
into the world with God’s light. Fasting, prayer, and almsgiving are spiritual practices that many people 
observe as a way to renew their commitment with God and passion for ministry. Prayer, fasting, and giving 
alms strengthens our relationship with God and others. Prayer, fasting, and almsgiving are also means of 
grace. When we know God personally, it moves us to put our faith in action.  

(continued on page 2) 
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                   Prince of Peace UMC Mission Statement 
   

                                   Serve God and Transform Lives. 
 

                   Prince of Peace UMC Welcome Statement  
 

  Believing in God’s inclusive love, we welcome all into full participation in the   
  congregation, regardless of age, ability, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation,  
  gender identity, faith background, family configuration, or socioeconomic status. 

Bishop Ivan L. Hartsfield Bio 
 

Born and raised on the Southside of Chicago in the Englewood community, Bishop Ivan was 
ordained to the gospel ministry in 1996 by the Churches of God in Christ. He is the founder and 
overseer of Faith Covenant Fellowship Ministries (FCFM,) a small fellowship of non-
denominational churches. As overseer, he is responsible for casting vision, spiritual direction, 
financial oversight, and leadership development. As a minister, he is passionate about living and 
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom of God in power and equipping like minded servant-
leaders to do the same. Bishop Ivan also has extensive experience as an information technology 
and business consultant. As an adjunct professor, he has taught theology at the undergraduate 
level, as well as provided graduate level leadership and business courses.  
 

Bishop Ivan holds a BS degree in Computer Science from Winthrop University, Rock Hill, South Carolina; an MBA 

from Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois; and a Masters of Divinity degree from Northern Theological 

Seminary in Lombard, Illinois. He is currently a PhD student and Waybright Scholar at Trinity Evangelical Divinity 

School in Deerfield, Illinois, where he is doing work in systematic theology. His dissertation interests are the 

criteriology and epistemology for the work of the Holy Spirit, as he strives for scholarship in the academy that 

empowers the church.  He and his wife Cheri, a pastor in her own right, are in the process of launching Thrive, a 

Christian ministry designed to catapult people towards their God given destiny through effective stewardship for 

abundant living and the glory of God. In his spare time, Bishop Ivan enjoys health and fitness, reading, and travel. He 

and his wife have 5 children and live in the Northwest suburbs of Chicago.  

FEBRUARY PREACHING AT A GLANCE  
(continued from page 1) 

 

Sunday, February 18 – First Sunday in Lent 
Speaker: Erlene Collins-Browning 
Sermon Title: “Me and My Black History” 
Scripture Readings: Psalm 23; Psalm 139:1-14; Zachariah 7:9 
10:45am – Lenten Study led by Pastor Cerna called: “A Hopeful Earth – Faith, Science and the Message of 
Jesus” by Bishop Sally Dyck and Sarah Erhman. 
 

Sunday, February 25 – Second Sunday in Lent  
Theme: Make a Joyful Noise Unto the Lord! Sing Spiritual Songs! 
Scripture Reading: Psalm 100:1-5 
Children’s Message by the Sunday School Children – “The Lord’s Prayer” 
10:45am – Lenten Study led by Pastor Cerna called: “A Hopeful Earth – Faith, 
Science and the Message of Jesus” by Bishop Sally Dyck and Sarah Erhman. 

 

May God bless our 2018 
Church Leaders as they follow 
Jesus and do ministry within our 
congregation and beyond over 
the next year. These volunteers 
were installed during the 
worship service on January 
28th. We also celebrate with 
thanksgiving the work done by 
our 2017 leaders.  
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Thank you, Prince of Peace, for allowing me to use my vacation on December 25-31, 2017 and Renewal Leave on 
January 1-21, 2018 to be away from work. IT WAS A MARVELOUS GIFT. THANK YOU SO MUCH! My family and I 
spent Christmas with our family in St. Augustine Beach, Florida. We had a wonderful time with Mark’s parents (Sandy 
& Owen), his sister (Maureen) and brother-in-law (Mike) and niece (Madeline) who live in Maryland. Mike and 
Maureen own a very nice condominium in St. Augustine, a few blocks away from the beautiful ocean. They invited us 
to their place for Christmas. Madeline, a thirteen-year-old, adores Jamer, and Jamer loves her. They had the best time 
being together. They were inseparable. When we left, Jamer cried, and he said; “I will miss you, ‘Ate.’” (‘Ate’ means 
‘older cousin’ in the Tagalog, the language of the Philippines.) 
 

On December 31st, we left St. Augustine Beach and drove to Orlando. We stayed there through January 
4th.  During our time in Florida, it rained every day except for one day. That day was lovely with a blue 
sky and bright sunshine and a temperature of 68 degrees. It was heavenly, and we stayed at the pool for 
many hours. After that day the temperature fell and stayed below 50 degrees. At one point, the 
temperature was 39 degrees, and people we met were so depressed about it. Mark made a comment, 
“Thirty-nine degrees is the best winter weather in Chicago.” The weather did not bother us; we were 
so grateful being away from work and spending quality time with our family. We praised God for the 
opportunity to let our work go on without us. 
 

During my Renewal Leave I planned to do things like catch up with some rest, including taking my naps; spend time 
with Jamer; go to the gym; read; prepare my income tax return; see movies; box up my books to ship to the 
Philippines: go shopping; and clean my house. Some of those goals were unrealistic! Just to put away our Christmas 

decorations and organize our pantry took me few days to accomplish. I found canned goods and 
cereal dated from 2011. Yikes!! But I have to tell you that spending time with family was all that 
mattered to me. Those things that I was not able to do will get done later. I was thankful to have time 
off from work at the church, but my body was also uncomfortable from not working. Before my 
Renewal Leave, I was on the go and in control daily. During this time, however, I let my son be in 
control of what he wanted to do with me until he returned to school on January 8th. We saw some 
movies, read books, and played games. We had so much fun! 
 

I enjoyed my much needed time off, and I appreciate your generosity. I want to thank the following  
people who took care of important ministries while I was away for  vacation and renewal leave: 
 The clergy who covered for pastoral emergencies: Rev. Robert Butler, Rev. Megan Dean, Rev. Romir Esguerra 

and Rev. David Lagos-Fonseca. 
 Pastor Betsy Evans Ingstrup for leading the Worship Services with our guest preachers and for providing  
      additional pastoral care.  
 Rev. William Obalil, our preacher and leader at the worship service on January 7th. 
 Sally Mydill, our speaker, on January 14th, our Mission and Outreach Sunday. 
 Marci Evans and the Social Action, Mission and Outreach, and Champions for Children Committees for organizing 

our Night Ministry Cookies project on January 14th. 
 Judy Pohlman, our preacher and creator the order of worship on January 21st. 
 Carole Davenport for making sure that everything was running smoothly in the church, attending to pastoral needs, 

producing Sunday bulletins, and taking care of other important responsibilities. 
 George Evans, co-chair of Board of Trustees, for making sure that the building and other physical needs were 

under control. 
 Judy Gulbransen and Brian Tredup for providing and coordinating the music for the worship services. 
 Mark Demzien and Judy Pohlman for providing worship supports and coordinated the visuals. 
 

Because of the support of everyone on our team, I had the peace of mind to go away and relax. Everyone listed above 
did an excellent job! Thanks again everyone!  
 

I look forward to working with you in 2018. See you at church where God is present, where wonderful things happen 
for the glory of God.  

 
God bless you all richly!  

 
                                                                                                                              
 

 

WORDS OF GRATITUDE AND APPRECIATION FROM PASTOR CERNA 

A cold Floridian! 
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Update from your POP Social ACT!ON Committee 

Helping to make the world a better place 

 

 Thanks to your generosity with your time and donations on Faith in Action 

Sunday, January 14th, 225 baggies of cookies (675 cookies!) were delivered 

to The Night Ministry, which serves youth and adults struggling with 

homelessness and poverty.  And you also generously donated $330 to this 

Rainbow Covenant organization!  In addition, containers of 6 cookies each will be in the 26 

backpacks of low-income children at Byrd School as part of the long-weekend food 

project which POP initiated and supports each month.  POP and the Mission Outreach/

Champions for Children and Social Action Committees thank you for your generosity and 

support of these programs which help the most vulnerable of our communities.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Judy Pohlman 

and Betsy 

Boswell  

delivering 

cookies to The 

Night Ministry in 

Chicago. 

(continued on page 5) 
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Update from your POP Social ACT!ON Committee (continued from page 4) 

 

 For Black History Month Pastor Cerna has invited Bishop Ivan Hartsfield of Faith Covenant 

Fellowship Ministry to speak on Sunday, February 4th, and our very own Erlene Collins-

Browning to speak on February 18th.  Enjoy and learn from books on the African American 

experience from the POP lending library. 
 

 Plastic #6 cups are now accepted by Terracycle.  These are Solo-type cups of any brand, 

size, or color. Just place your empty rinsed cups in the Terracycle bin, along with your other 

unrecyclables such as empty toothpaste, deodorant, and cosmetic containers. 
 

 Get you reusable water bottles, now in green.  Reusable bottles are better for the 

environment than disposable bottles and the imprint indicates that “We Welcome All.”  

Get yours for only $5 and show that Prince of Peace cares about people and the Earth.  

Just ask Marci Evans, Pastor Cerna, or members of the Social Action Committee for your 

bottle.   We particularly want to bring them on March 18th, the third anniversary of 

becoming a Reconciling Congregation, and April 22, 2018 when Bishop Sally Dyck visits for 

Earth Sunday.  
 

 A member of the Social Action Committee, Betsy Boswell, attended the NIC Reconciling 

United Methodists Winter Warming meeting January 13th at First UMC Arlington Heights.  

There she learned that the Commission on a Way Forward continues its work examining 

and possibly revising paragraphs in the Book of Discipline concerning human sexuality/

LGBTQ inclusion, and exploring options for the unity of the church.  The Commission has 

provided three options, each model based on one or more core values.  To learn more 

about the options, see http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/bishops-uphold-values-of-

mission-unity-space-contextuality-in-interim-repor  The Council of Bishops also has met 

regularly and a final report will be reviewed at its May meeting in preparation for the 

February 2019 Special General Conference.  Pastor Cerna and the Social Action 

Committee will provide more information as it becomes available. 
 

 To celebrate the 3rd anniversary of becoming a Reconciling Congregation, Anna 

Voinovich will speak on March 18th.   Anna is a student at Garrett Evangelical Seminary 

and is currently serving as a Licensed Local Pastor at Barrington UMC, First UMC of West 

Dundee, and El Mesias UMC.  She is past co-chair of Sacred Worth, the LGBTQ organization 

at Garret.   
 

 Bishop Sally Dyck visits us on Earth Sunday, April 22, 2018.  Prior to the Bishop’s visit, Pastor 

Cerna will lead a Lenten study on the Bishop’s book A Hopeful Earth: Faith, Science, and 

the Message of Jesus.  A copy is available in the Social Action Lending Library in the lobby. 

ECO-TIP of the Month 
brought to you by the POP Social ACT!ON Committee 
 

Use hydrogen peroxide instead of bleach when you wash a load of whites. Hydrogen 
peroxide is just as effective for whitening your clothes but has none of the harmful 
environmental effects of bleach.  Add a cup of 3 percent hydrogen peroxide to your 

wash as an inexpensive and color-safe alternative to bleach. 
 

Bleach is toxic to marine life and creates a by-product called dioxin which is a 
known carcinogen and has been linked to birth defects.   

http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/bishops-uphold-values-of-mission-unity-space-contextuality-in-interim-repor
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/bishops-uphold-values-of-mission-unity-space-contextuality-in-interim-repor
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Missions and Outreach is proud to report the final amount of food donations made by Prince of Peace in 2017 
 
Food donations:      $6,714.00 
Easter Hams:                       400.00 
Thanksgiving Pies:              474.00 
Cash contributions:              520.00            
Zaycon meat contributions:       788.00 
 

                        Total:            $8,896.00 
 

Thanks to everyone who supports this important ministry! 
 

Please remember that we are collecting cans of soup for “souper bowl” on Sunday, 
February 4th, for our local food pantries. Tomato soup is always needed!    

Prince of Peace UMC of Elk Grove Receives United Methodist Grant 

By Betsy Boswell 

Members of Prince of Peace UMC traveled to The Chicago Temple on January 17, 2018 for the United 

Methodist Foundation grant celebration. Prince of Peace was one of 15 organizations to receive a grant 

to assist with a local ministry. 

Pastor Cerna Castro Rand applied for the grant to assist with the 

Food for Kids outreach program the church initiated in Septem-

ber, 2017. Each month during the school year there is a long week-

end or break period when the students are not in school to receive 

a free breakfast and lunch. For these long weekends and breaks, 

Prince of Peace provides a backpack full of food for families whose 

students come from low income families and attend the local pub-

lic school. The students return the empty backpacks when they re-

turn to school after the break so they are ready to be filled again 

the following month. 

The United Methodist Foundation awarded a 

$1500 grant to help Prince pf Peace sustain and 

grow this program. The Food for Kids program 

has touched the lives of the students, their fam-

ilies and the volunteers who coordinate the 

purchasing of food and the filling of the back-

packs. 

This article appeared in the Arlington Heights Post on January 24th, 2018. The presentation photo did not 
accompany the article, but the larger group photo was published with the text. Good news on two counts, 
receiving the generous grant for the Food for Kids backpack program and being in the spotlight for a day! 
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The Lydia Circle will not meet in 
February.  

 
Watch for a March meeting 

announcement coming soon.. 

Lydia 
Circle 

     

   
Save the Date! 
 

 

Pop Annual Peapod Dinner 
Saturday, March 24th, 6:00pm 

 

Meet at Peapod Chinese Restaurant  
  84 Biesterfield Rd, Elk Grove Village 

 

Enjoy a time of fellowship and good food. 
 

Order whatever you prefer from the 
menu. The restaurant 
will provide separate checks. 

 

All are welcome! 
Make your reservations with Betty or Orville 

Brown at 847-437-2536 

 
 
 

January 2018 
 

Dear Members of Prince of Peace United 

Methodist Church, 
 

You have my thanks for your many prayers 

and cards during my illness. Your prayers 

worked miracles and saved me from 

undergoing dialysis. I felt your love and 

appreciate all of you. 
 

Have missed you! 

Myrtle Klauer. 

 

January 2018 
  

I would like to extend my thanks for all the cards re-
ceived for my 90th birthday. The 
many words expressed were very 
special to me. 
 

Orville (Brown) 

note dated thank you for 

December 29, 2017 A check for $376 and 3 bags of food. 

A Thank You note has come from  

Elk Grove Township Food Pantry  
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February Poppourri articles & photos are due  
11:00am  Friday, February 23, 2018. 

 

If you’re emailing your submissions, please send to both: 
 POP Communications Committee at communications@popumc.com and  
 The church office at office@popumc.com.   
If you have hard copy to bring in, please observe the same deadline. Thanks! 

Important Youth Dates & Activities 
 

February 2:      Dinner set up 6:00-7:00pm 
 

February 3:      Dinner setup starts at 12:30pm 

        Dinner served at 6pm 

        Clean-up after dinner till done 

 

February 14:    Ash Wednesday Service at 7pm 
 

February 28:    Confirmation Lesson  
Coming soon: 

At 6:00-7:30pm on an April date to be announced soon, the Youth will be 
working at FMSC, and invite adult POP members to participate, too.  

“FMSC” stands for “Feed My Starving Children.®” It is a non-profit Christian 
organization committed to feeding God’s starving children hungry in body and 
spirit. The approach is simple: children and adults hand-pack meals specifically 
formulated for malnourished children, and FMSC ships these meals to 
distribution partners around the world. 

   Seeking a person(s) who want to stay in touch with 

young people--very young people.  Children's 

Ministries would like to add two more bright, fun-

loving, and interesting individuals to guide and teach 

our young people. There is an opening in the 

Nursery and another in the Sunday School.   

   For the Nursery you must have loving arms, and be 

good with cars, trains, and other toys that require a 

minimal degree of manual dexterity.  It would also 

help if you had a few tricks up your sleeve to 

captivate the "young ones."   

   As for Sunday School, the curriculum is especially 

good for those with dramatic experience (reading 

poems,) arts and crafts (many projects to choose 

from,) and quick fingers for looking up Bible verses.  

   I know my phone (847) 385-8514 may get very 

busy, so please hold for the next available 

representative.  

Appreciatively yours,  
Ann Robert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   We need YOU!  Ever thought about being a 

Worship Attendant or Worship Assistant 

(youth)? We currently need more volunteers 

to serve in this role. Time commitment is 

once every four to six weeks, arriving early 

and staying after Worship to straighten up. 

We provide the Instructions and a great 

team of people to serve with you. You 

provide the welcoming hospitality to all 

those who Worship here! Contact Pastor 

Betsy Evans Ingstrup at 

bme.betsy@gmail.com or 847-312-9566.  

mailto:communications@popumc.com
mailto:office@popumc.com
tel:(847)%20385-8514
mailto:bme.betsy@gmail.com
tel:(847)%20312-9566
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Mission & Outreach: Easter Hams for Those in Need 
The Mission & Outreach Committee is requesting donations for Easter baskets going to 60 
families in the community, who sometimes get over looked.  Community Services have 
asked if Prince of Peace members could donate money to provide hams costing about $8-
$10 each for Easter meals. Please give money by placing it in the offering plate.  Checks 
should be made out to Prince of Peace UMC with a notation saying Easter Hams.  See or 

call Gloria Burzynski (847-895-3083) for any questions. Donations are due by March 11th to allow ample 
time for purchasing the hams and delivering them. The last few years we showed great generosity and we 

Don’t Miss ChildServ’s Legacy Banquet at Avalon Banquets,                 
1905 E Higgins Rd, Elk Grove Village. 

Sunday before Ash Wednesday: February 11, 2018, 2:00-4:00pm. 

The keynote speaker is Rev. Dr. Janet Wolf, Children’s Defense Fund, Director of Nonviolent Organizing & 
the Alex Haley Farm. She will speak about being “Dislocated by Grace: Listening to Children.”  Dr. Wolf is 
a nationally recognized poverty rights organizer and United Methodist pastor; college/seminary professor; 
learner/teacher/animator with think tanks inside prisons. She is engaged in public theology and nonviolent 
direct action organizing, and is currently working with the Children’s Defense Fund to disrupt, dismantle the 
cradle to prison pipeline.   

Pastor Cerna and her son James will attend. Three scholarships are available from POP. Contact Pastor Cerna 
if you want to attend, and she will register you. 

 
 

 

 

Thank You for 2017 Apportionment Giving 

"It is because of our wonderful churches continuing their support for The United Methodist Church, that the 
Northern Illinois Conference (NIC) was able to pay 90% of our apportionments to the general Church," said 
NIC Treasurer Lonnie Chafin. "We value and treasure not only our 100% churches, but all of our churches 
who work year-round to raise funds to support the mission. We thank you, and we look forward to a blessed 
2018." 
 
Prince of Peace United Methodist Church was one of 189 NIC churches that paid 100% of our apportion-
ment for 2017! 

Looking Ahead… 
 

Prince of Peace Banquet Fundraiser  
Sunday, September 30th - 4:00pm 
at Belvedere Banquets.  
Tickets are: 
  $50 for adults 
 $15 for children 

 This is our biggest fundraiser of the year! Watch for detailed information to come soon. 
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LENTEN STUDY 
Sunday, February 18, 25, March 4, 11, 18 & 25 

At 10:45am in the Lounge 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“The environment is God's creation and Christians should be at the front of the crowd when it comes to 
taking care of it. Yet we find ourselves in a creation crisis.    
 
“A Hopeful Earth draws together the Christian faith of Bishop Sally Dyck and the scientific world of her 
niece, Sarah Ehrman, to address this crisis. As these two dialogue, readers will find that these sometimes 
differing worldviews are both crucial to making lasting changes. They'll also discover how the church can 
reach out to the younger generation by joining them in the race to save the planet.    
 
“A Hopeful Earth will bridge the gap between Jesus and the environment and guide readers in understand-
ing that living as good stewards of God's creation is a significant component of what it means to follow Je-
sus.” (from Cokesbury’s description of the book “A Hopeful Earth. Faith, Science, and the Message of Jesus)  

 
Come Join Pastor Cerna during Lent to increase our knowledge and understanding about 
the environment and our call to care for God’s creation. Books are free or by donation. 

 
There will be a signup sheet in the Lobby on February 3rd. 

 

Good news! Bishop Sally Dyck will be our speaker on Earth Day, April 22, at the 9:30am 
Worship Service, and she’ll be speaking about her book: “A Hopeful Earth. Faith Science, 
and the Message of Jesus.”  
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Prince of Peace 
United Methodist Church 
1400 Arlington Heights Rd. 
Elk Grove Village, IL  60007-3893 

 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
9:30 AM - Worship Service 
 
Rev. Cerna Castro Rand 
Cerna@popumc.com 
847.439.0668 
popumc.com 


