Poppourri
September 2017
Welcome Back to Prince of Peace!
I can’t believe summer is almost gone, and our children are back to school. At Prince of
Peace this means that we also are preparing for our Homecoming Sunday (a.k.a. Rally Day)
on Sunday, September 10, at our 9:30am worship service and, after worship, a boat load of
enjoyable activities.
My family and I had a great summer. In July, we took some time to be away from work
and enjoyed a laidback family vacation. Mark and I had a fantastic time traveling with our son
(Jamer) and our dog (Oreo) by car to Wisconsin Dells; Dubuque, Iowa; Prairie Du Chien,
Wisconsin and Winona, Minnesota. We saw beautiful parks and enjoyed God’s creation.
I trust that you had a blessed summer filled with wonderful events and experiences with
your family and friends. I hope you had opportunities to relax, bask in the sun, enjoy the
beauty of nature and have some quiet time to care for yourself. Throughout the summertime
we at church prayed for you and your family.
We will be celebrating your return to church on September 10th. Homecoming is always
full of anticipation and excitement. It is a good way to mark the end of our summer
happenings and start a new season at POP. We will begin our regular schedule of events in
the church with a fresh energy and gusto!
I hope that you are looking forward to coming back to church because we have tons of
great things planned on September 10. It will be exciting to see all of you and hope you’ll be
excited, too! I look forward to welcoming all of you back to church with open arms as we
celebrate the special day together and kick-off our regular programs.
On September 10, parents will register their child(ren) into the Nursery (ages 1 day-old to
3 years-old), and Sunday School (ages 3 to 5th grade.) Nursery is available every Sunday,
and Sunday school will start on Sunday, September 17. Our Confirmation Class (6 th grade to
12th grade) will resume on Wednesday, September 13, at 6pm. The popAlive Band and
Chancel Choir will also resume their regular schedules. Our Backpack Meal Program with
the students of Byrd will start the weekend of Labor Day. The women’s group, Lydia Circle,
will also begin meeting again. From October 1, for 4 weeks at 10:45am, I will lead an Adult
Study called “Unity of the Church and Human Sexuality: Toward a Faithful United Methodist
Witness.” Our Wednesday POP In Prayer at 11am will continue. Our annual Pumpkin Patch
will start on Saturday, October 7.
Are you looking forward to be involved in our church programs this year? Are you ready
to have fun, to grow with one another, to be friends, to live in harmony with your brothers and
sisters in the Lord, and most of all to serve God together? I hope so, because with God’s
help we the staff, the leaders and volunteers are excited to begin this new church year.
Come on in, everyone! Come to church to worship God together on Homecoming Sunday
and enjoy the delicious picnic afterwards with fun games and releasing live butterflies
donated by the Groat family. After worship remember to bring your pets to our lawn to be
blessed by your pastor.
When we are gathered as a faith community, assembled for prayer, worship, study,
group meetings and involved in mission we experience the presence of God in one another.
There is power when we are gathered in God’s name. Let’s celebrate the strength and the
gifts of being part of a community.
Life is better because we have each other to share our joys, struggles and challenges in
life. We come to church because we find strength and courage when we are with other
believers. We can be joyful because we provide comfort and support for each other.
Our community matters. Our joy of being together matters. Let us unite and stand
together in our beautiful faith community. All of us form one sacred and joyous body of
Christ. We are all important parts of our fellowship. Let’s rejoice with renewed energy as we
come back to our “home church” to praise God. Let’s experience God’s wonder and beauty
as we come home.
See you on Sunday, September 10th at church!
Grace and peace,
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Prince of Peace
Mission Statement

Serve God and
Transform Lives

Prince of Peace
Welcome Statement
Believing in God’s
inclusive love, we
welcome all into full
participation in the
congregation,
regardless of age,
ability, race,
ethnicity, sexual
orientation, gender
identity, faith
background, family
configuration, or
socioeconomic status.
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September Preaching at a Glance
Sunday, September 3 – Thirteenth Sunday After
Pentecost
(Holy Communion & Labor Day
Sunday)
Speaker: Lisa Menich, Elk Grove
Township Director of General
Assistance and Community
Outreach
Texts: Deuteronomy 15:7-11; First
Corinthians 10:31; Colossians 3:23
Music: popAlive Band
Communion Music: Judy Gulbransen and Brian
Tredup
Sunday, September 10 – Homecoming and
Grandparents Sunday – Regular Programs
Kickoff – All Church Picnic – Blessings of Pets –
Butterflies Released – Fun Games
following the Worship Service. Join
us for worship, food, fellowship and
fun as we welcome everyone back to
church. Invite your family,
neighbors and friends for this wonderful
celebration. All are welcome.
Baptism: Hailey Jean Kauffman
Grandparents’ Testimonies: Jody Fields, Phil &
Mary Ann Loveall, Clark & Tammy Miller.
Sermon Title: “Walking in Love and Light”
Text: Romans 13:8-14
Sermon Synopsis: What does it mean to walk in
love and light? If we really have to love our
neighbors, what would we do? When we share
God’s love we have fulfilled the law according to
the scripture. If we do not love a brother or a
sister, then we owe that person God’s love. The
greatest commandments are before us. What are
we going to do with them?
Music: popAlive Band, Chancel Choir and a duet
by Jody Fields and Diana Scarpulla.

“Just as your body needs sleep, your soul needs time to
rest in God.” (Craig Groeschel)

Sunday, September 17 – Fifteenth Sunday After
Pentecost
Celebration of Pastor Cerna’s Reappointment at
POP
Receive Special Offering for the Weekend
Backpack Food Program at Byrd Elementary
Sermon Title: “Forgiven People of God”
Text: Matthew 18:21-35
Sermon Synopsis: As forgiven people of God, may
we witness in the same way.
We have to be instruments of
God’s mercy through gracious
forgiveness to others. We are
taught to forgive, so we must forgive our brothers
and sisters in Christ just us we have received that
same gift from God. May our lives be a witness to
God’s unconditional love and grace. Who is God
expecting you to forgive today? You have the
cleansing power now to rise to total unconditional
forgiveness in Jesus name.
Music: popAlive and Chancel Choir
Sunday, September 24 – Sixteenth Sunday After
Pentecost (International Peace Sunday)
Peace Pole Dedication and
Installation- Donated by the
Community Character Coalition of
Elk Grove Village
Invite an International Friend to
Church
Sermon Title: “Brought Together as
One”
Text: Ephesians 2:11-22
Sermon Synopsis: In God there are
no foreigners and strangers. God’s children all are
citizens. God’s people are brought together as one to
live together in harmony. We are called to bring
down the walls that create division and separate us
from one another. Together we belong in the
household of God. We are one in the Lord. We are
members of God’s family, each created in the same
Spirit to bring Christ’s peace to a world that
desperately needs it.
Music: popAlive Band and Chancel Choir

Like food and water, worship is a necessary part of
human existence. It’s easy to think that we can exist
without it because we still exhibit all the outwards
signs of life, but that’s not the existence we were
created to have. We were created to flourish.
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Please email content for the October Poppourri to communications@popumc.com
and office@popumc.com by noon on Friday, September 22. Thank you!

Stewardship Update
POPUMC is getting a facelift!
Two long-awaited projects, replacement of the carpet and entry doors, are beginning soon.
While it is indeed true that the best things in life are free, unfortunately the second
best things such as carpet and doors are not.
The Stewardship Committee is undertaking a 12-month fundraising campaign to help offset
the cost of these capital projects through the sale of carpet squares at $25 each. Please consider pledging to purchase a carpet square or two (or twelve.) Beginning Sunday, September
3rd, there will be a pledge card insert in your bulletin, and there will be some pledge cars in
the Lobby, too. If you want a pledge card but can’t make it to church, call the office at 847439-0668 and ask Carole to mail you o
Let's all help to bring that fundraising thermometer in the Lobby to 100%! If you have any
questions about the projects or the campaign, please contact me
at stewardship@popumc.com .
Thank you for your generosity!
Matthew McGregor
Stewardship Chair

Lydia
Circle

The next Lydia Circle
meeting will be held on
Thursday, September 14th
at Prince of Peace at
2:00 P.M.

Refreshments Contributions Needed for
Sundays after Worship
September through
December 2017

All women are
invited to attend.

Support our hospitality
ministry to each other and
our visitors and guests.
Please volunteer to bring
cookies, donut holes,
pastries, fruit, or perhaps
even veggies, and juice or
another beverage that will
work for folks who don’t drink coffee.

Please RSVP to Doris
Lawson , 847-437-2542 or
Betty Brown, 847-437-2536.
This will be a planning meeting. Please bring
suggestions and ideas for programs, activities for
this year and offers to be Hostess and co-Hostess
each month.

See you on the 14th!

847.439.0668

Sign up in the lobby or call the church office
(847-439-0668) Tuesday-Friday mornings.
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Update from POP Social ACT!ON Committee
Helping the world be a better place
In honor of International Day of Peace, the Social Action Committee is
displaying books on peace. Feel free to browse or take home to read
and return. Peace Day, established in 1981 by unanimous United Nations
resolution, is observed around the world on September 21st and is a
globally shared date to commit to peace. In view of international and
national events, this is a very timely period to consider ways to reach
peace within and around the world. As part of the celebration, Prince of Peace will
install a Peace Pole on Sunday, September 24th.
Here’s an update on several organizations with which we work:
WINGS provides a pathway to independence for adults and children who are
escaping from domestic violence and abuse. The services for families are funded,
in part, by proceeds from three higher-end resale stores. The stores are in need of
purses, Halloween costumes and fall/holiday decorations. Clean out your closets
and drop off at the resale stores or Logistics Center here in Elk Grove Village at 1265 Oakton St.
The Night Ministry for which we prepared trail mix in January Faith in Action is
opening Phoenix Hall, a transitional residence located in North Lawndale area.
Eight students who would otherwise be homeless have a place to live and receive
tutoring and wellness services. This is the 5th such residence for the Night Ministry. If
you would like to help with housewarming gifts, view the opportunities at
https://www.thenightministry.org.
We continue to work closely with Scarce, an environmental education and advocacy
not for profit organization in Glen Ellyn which matches donated items with those in
need. Donated books, National Geographic magazines, and school supplies are
given to teachers. Buttons are given to local groups who sell jewelry made from them,
the proceeds of which support domestic abuse victims. Other buttons are shipped to
Africa where they are used to make clothing that is sold to support girls’ education. Donated
small or broken crayons are melted and reshaped for students needing larger or custom
designed crayons. Place your items in the book box or the bins in the lobby.

So far this year we’ve earned $24 from Terracycle for our shipments of items such as
empty toothpaste, hair gel, and lip balm tubes; mouthwash, shampoo, conditioner,
and soap bottles; and deodorant, hand lotion, dental floss and cosmetic
containers, as well as used toothbrushes, water filters/accessories, and spray triggers
from cleaning supplies. Simply place your donations in the box in the lobby.
Interested in getting out in nice fall weather while helping the environment?
Consider volunteering at the Forest Preserves, such as Deer Grove or Busse Woods.
http://fpdcc.com/volunteer/
Thank you for participating in the programs which protect the environment and help those in
need. Have a wonderful fall enjoying and protecting God’s Creation!

847.439.0668
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POP Missions, Social Action and Champions for Children Initiative
We are happy to report that the food backpack program for Admiral Byrd School
students which was introduced to you in the summer newsletter is becoming a reality.
Twenty-five needy students were chosen to participate in the program, which provides
food for the student's family over a long weekend each month of the school year. Your
No Small Change donations over the summer—see the article below—provided funds to
allow the program to begin. We are currently trying to interest other area faith
communities in this initiative.
Some may ask why there is a need for the program since there are multiple food pantries in the area. One
answer is transportation. Many of these families do not have the means of traveling to the pantries when
they are open. Another answer is that many immigrant families fear deportation, even if they are
documented, so they avoid going to food pantries, especially those with a tie to government. These same
families trust their local school and with the backpack program, there is no need for transportation, as
the student brings home the backpack of food on Friday and returns it empty on Monday to be reused
the next month.
Please consider supporting this program in one of the following ways:
 Purchase items of food (a specific list of items will be given to you if you contact Betsy Boswell,
Kathy Pratt, or Marci Evans;
 Make a donation (each backpack costs between $10-12);
 Volunteer to help pack the backpacks one day a month at Byrd School.
Any help you can give will be a blessing to these needy kids and their families.

NO SMALL CHANGE / FOOD BACKPACK PROGRAM
Thank you, Prince of Peace, for answering another urgent call
to action in our community – our church family certainly “loves
out loud”! Your “summertime” No Small Change donations
totaled $213.25 and are being used to kick off the new Food
Backpack Program at Byrd Elementary School in Elk Grove
Village.
Designed to assist 25 families living below the poverty level,
the program will run during the school year. Details are still being worked out with their staff,
but the preliminary plan is to send food-filled backpacks home with the children over long
weekends. Many of them rely on their school’s breakfasts and lunches for their most
nutritious meals of the day. Sadly, for some students, these are their only meals of the day.
All of these students and their families are then faced with a very real food crisis over the
weekend. The Food Backpack Program can be our way of helping to alleviate child hunger
in our neighborhood when other resources are not available.
Our committees are looking into partnering with local churches and organizations to help
defray the cost of the food. In the meantime, all your donations to No Small Change will
continue to be earmarked to purchase food for the backpacks. If you are interested in
learning how to become more involved, please see Kathy Pratt, Marci Evans or Betsy
Boswell for volunteer opportunities.
847.439.0668
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WITH THANKS!
2017 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
SUNDAY, JULY 9 THROUGH WEDNESDAY, JULY 12
AGES 3 THROUGH 5TH GRADES
THEME: HERO CENTRAL
DISCOVER YOUR STRENGTH IN GOD
Hero Verse: “Do Good Seek peace and go after it!” (Psalm 34:14b)
Sunday: God’s Heroes Have Courage Tuesday: God’s Heroes Have Hope
Monday: God’s Heroes Have Wisdom
Wednesday: God’s Heroes Have Power

OUR VBS WAS A HUGE SUCCESS!
WITH APPRECIATION TO ALL WHO HAVE HELPED!
THANK YOU SO MUCH VOLUNTEERS FOR YOUR AWESOME LEADERSHIP, AND FOR GIVING OF YOUR TIME, TALENTS AND SERVICE. THANK
YOU FOR YOUR HEROIC ACTS ON BEHALF OF THE CHILDREN. HEROES
ARE GOD’S GIFTS. WE PRAISE GOD FOR THE VBS TEACHERS, LEADERS
AND HELPERS…
DINNER CREW: Betsy Boswell, Orville & Betty Brown, Nancy Hartwig,
Sylvia Oehl, Marilyn Wilkerson
MUSIC TEACHERS - Ann Robert & Tammy Miller
BIBLE STORYTELLER - Malinda Larkin
CRAFTS LEADERS – Sandy Abbate & Janice Such
SNACKS & MISSION LEADER – Gina Rybinski
RECREATION LEADERS – Mike, Aidan & Isaac Wysocki, Heather Bodsiak &
Will Jasutis
SCIENCE LEADERS – Adella Canak & Abbey Casey
NURSERY CAREGIVERS – Allie Cline & Kylie Rybinski
VISUAL & SOUND BOARD – Mark Demzien
CRAFTS ORGANIZERS – Pastor Betsy Evans Ingstrup & Mike Evans
PHOTOGRAPHERS – Phil Loveall & Judy Pohlman
VBS BANNER/FLIERS/POSTCARDS – Judy Pohlman
YOUTH HELPERS: Jericho Flores, AJ & Max Hernandez, Jaden Jovan,
Haley Stapleton, Aidan & Isaac Wysocki
MEALs ORGANIZERS: Dave & Laverne Carlson
BANNER INSTALLATION OUTSIDE: Pete Barbanente, Matt McGregor & Steve Pohlman
TABLES & CHAIRS SET-UP/TAKE DOWN: George Evans, Clark Miller,
Matthew Mischeaux & Phil Loveall
FLOATERS: Keith Thomson & Wendy Gasser
Dinner Supplies Organizer: Mary Ann Loveall
Donors: Melody Canak and Trustmark Companies, where she works;
Christ United Methodist Church in Rockford
Thanks again, Heroes!
From Pastor Cerna – 2017 VBS Director
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Our four day Vacation Bible School in July was a




hit!

27 children participated
More than 40 adults and youth led and nurtured the children
Fun, fellowship, and food was shared as the children at Hero
Central learned about discovering their strengths in God!

Hero Codes
God’s Heroes have:





Courage
Wisdom
Hope
Power
Hero Verse

Do good! Seek peace
and go after it!
(Psalms 34:14b)

847.439.0668
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We have received many Thank You notes from Community Organizations over the
summer months. Know that your generosity is well appreciated in Elk Grove Village.

The Living & Giving Community Garden

OR

Prince of Peace United Methodist Church

to

847.439.0668

from

date

for

July 11

Produce from the Living & Giving
Community Garden.
A bag of fresh vegetables from the
Garden.
More fresh vegetables from the
Garden.
Two more bags of fresh vegetables
from the Garden.
Five boxes and 2 bags of school supplies from POP UMC.

July 21
July 28
August 8

August 14

July 26

June 22

Ten bags of food from POP UMC.

July 6

Nine bags of food and $15 from
POP UMC.
Eight bags of food and $20 from
POP UMC.
A large bag of fresh organic vegetables from the Living & Giving Community Garden.
Nine bags of miscellaneous food
items from POP UMC.

Jul 20
Elk Grove
Presbyterian
Church Food
Pantry

July 31
August 3

popumc.com

Ten bags of food items, paper products, cleaning products, personal hygiene items, and pet food from POP
UMC
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July was Bike/Walk/Carpool to Church Month
In July the Social Action Committee sponsored a
Bike-Walk-Carpool to Church Month. It was good
exercise, economical, reduced fuel usage, AND it was
good for the environment.
Nine people participated over the month: Marilyn,
Melody, Mary Ann, George, Marci, Gloria, Rich, Sally,
and Mike, and many who routinely carpool continued
to do so.

Bicyclers used the new bike rack, which was
donated by Friends of Cycling of Elk Grove (FCEG).
To learn more about FCEG, see their website
at http://www.egvbikes.org/.

As long as the weather
supports it, why not
continue to bicycle or walk
to church?
Thank you to everyone
who carpools on a regular
basis.
Is there someone you
could carpool with? Try it!

847.439.0668

popumc.com

Page 9

During July the Mission Outreach, Champions for Children, and Social Action
Committees sponsored a school supplies campaign for Elk Grove Township students
in need. Thanks to your efforts, 682 items were donated! The Township and the students are grateful for your generosity.
ECO-TIP of the Month
Brought to you by the POP Social ACT!ON Committee
Spending too much on printer ink? Here’s one way to save money and help the environment at the same time.
Change the setting on your printer! It’s estimated that 240 million printer cartridges end up in landfills each year.
You can extend the life of your printer cartridge by printing unimportant documents in draft mode, which uses less ink.
And, when your cartridges are empty, refill them or drop them off in the box in the lobby at POP.

New Members Orientation

This is a personal invitation from your pastor! I hope you’ll join me for this meeting to get to know your pastor and for
your pastor to know you. I understand that we all have a busy schedule, but if you can meet with me on Sunday,
September 17, that would be awesome.
Are there questions that you want to ask Pastor Cerna? This is your opportunity to meet with our pastor and ask her
questions about Prince of Peace and her ministry with the church or tell her anything that you would like her to know
about you. If you would like to know more about POP or are considering joining the church, we invite you to come to this
meeting (with a free lunch!) We will start the meeting at 10:45am in the Lobby and at 11:45 am go to RoccoVino’s Italian
Restaurant, 1085 Nerge Road, Elk Grove Village. If you are interested, please let Pastor Cerna know or call the church
office no later than Thursday, September 14, to RSVP.
Thank you so much, and I look forward to seeing you on September 17th.
God bless!

Hey Church!!!
Another successful mission trip in the books. We worked hard and had lots of fun
in Beverly, Kentucky. We put on a new porch and replaced a bathroom tub at the
home of Ernie Asher. He was an appreciative man for all that we did for him.
I want to thank ALL of you for your love and support that you have given to the
youth. Without you, these mission trips could not happen. You allow us to be the
hands and feet of Jesus and spread the word of God to those who are less fortunate than we are.
Summer is coming to an end and we are ready to jump right in to Confirmation. Pastor Cerna and I will be leading
the classes again this year. We are going to keep our same format where we have a lesson one week and mission
the next week. September dates are: 13th– Confirmation Kickoff/ Pizza Party & 27th – Confirmation Lesson.
We are excited for what the year will have in store for us. We have 3 youth: who are on their second year of three,
on their way to Confirmation:
 A.J. Hernandez
 Hailey Stapleton
 Isaac Wysocki
They are a great group that are eager to learn and serve.
We will see you at Prince of Peace UMC!!!!
“I’m gonna show you love in every language. I’m gonna speak the words that need no form. I’m gonna give you
what you never had before”. – Jars of Clay

Thanks,
Mike Wysocki
847.439.0668
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Our Youth Mission Team were in Beverly, Kentucky, to
work at the Red Bird Mission Site, July 30 — August 5

Accomplishments
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Safely there & back
Tore off & built a
new porch
Replaced an old
bathtub with a new
one
Had fun in God’s
service
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F I F T H S U N DAY, FA I T H I N A C T I O N
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Prince of Peace
United Methodist Church
1400 Arlington Heights Rd.
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007-3893

POPPOURRI—2017

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
9:30 AM - Worship Service
Rev. Cerna Castro Rand, Pastor
Cerna@popumc.com
847.439.0668
popumc.com
847.439.0668
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