Poppourri
April 2017

Sunday, April 2 – Fifth Sunday in Lent (Healing Service and Holy Communion)
Theme: Living Water
Text: John 4:1-42 (Dramatic Reading)
Sunday, April 9 – Palm Sunday
Children, Youth, popAlive Band and Chancel Choir will parade with
palms
Special Offering for Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary Field
Education Program
Sermon Topic: “Celebration and Praise”
Sermon Text: Matthew 21:1-11
Sermon Thought: The crowd followed, worshipped and celebrated Jesus’ triumphal entry to
Jerusalem enthusiastically with cut branches and hosannas. How can we shout our true and
lasting hosannas to the Lord today? Come celebrate with us on Palm Sunday and learn more
about Jesus’ victorious entrance to Jerusalem.
Music will be provided by the popAlive Band and Chancel Choir.

Prince of Peace
UMC mission
statement:

“Serve God
and
Transform
Lives”

Thursday, April 13 – Holy Thursday Service at 7:00 p.m. (Love Feast & Holy Communion)
Music will be provided by popAlive Band.
Friday, April 14 – Good Friday Service at 7:00 p.m. (The Seven Last Words of Jesus at the
Cross)
A Service of Readings, Silent Reflection, Candle Lighting, and Music by the Chancel Choir
Prayer Vigil at 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary – Each person or group can pray
silently or use the different stations of self-guided prayer that will be provided on that day.
April 16 – Easter Sunday (Holy Communion)
Easter Egg Hunt with Sunday school children to be led by Mike and
Connie Wysocki and the youth following the worship service.
Sermon Title: Easter Offers Hope
Sermon Text: John 20:1-18
Synopsis: The stone is rolled away. Christ is not in the tomb. He is not
dead. He is alive. The power of the resurrection gives us hope. Hope is
reborn. Easter brings hope and new life. Let’s celebrate the miracle of
Easter! Praise God for this life-transforming event. Alleluia!
Music will be provided by the popAlive Band and Chancel Choir.

Sunday, April 23 – Second Sunday of Easter (Celebrating P.O.P. Preschool)
Theme: “Jesus Loves the Little Children”
Text: Matthew 19:13-15
The P.O.P. Preschool Children will sing three songs, the staff will be recognized,
the graduates will be blessed and P.O.P. Preschool students and parents will give
their reflections. All are invited to the reception following the worship service at the lower
level of the building.
Sunday, April 30 – Third Sunday of Easter – Earth Day (Fifth Sunday of
the Month – Faith in Action - Des Plaines Methodist Camp Ground - Wear
Your POP Green T-Shirt)
No Worship at Prince of Peace building. We’ll have a brief worship at the Des
Plaines Methodist Camp Ground focusing on Earth Day and following the service we’ll paint
picnic tables. The Chancel Choir will sing: “Working with My Lord.”
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Prince of Peace UMC
Welcome Statement
Believing in God’s
inclusive love, we
welcome all into full
participation in the
congregation,
regardless of age,
ability, race,
ethnicity, sexual
orientation, gender
identity, faith
background, family
configuration, or
socioeconomic status.
Please submit all content
for the April Poppourri
by Friday, April 21st.
Email submissions to
communications@pop
umc.com for
distribution to the
Communications
Committee and the
church office.

Page 1

Words
from

Pastor Cerna

As I write this message, we’re approaching the Fourth Sunday
in Lent. How is your Lenten Journey going? I hope you’re
having a wonderful Lenten Journey and allowing yourselves to
have opportunities to grow in your relationship with God,
neighbors and God’s creation.
Almost two months ago, the Prince of Peace Preschool Board
sent a letter to the congregation informing you that our P.O.P.
Preschool is closing by the end of this school year. Here’s part
of that letter:
“Please know that this decision was made after careful and
prayerful consideration. The declining enrollment experienced
over the past few years combined with increasing costs forced
the Board to take this action. But along with the sadness comes
the joy of knowing all the wonderful children that have been a
part of this program. We celebrate all the children who
attended our program, the teachers and staff who cared for

The P.O.P. Preschool Board together with the Preschool director, Lynn Cooper, has chosen Sunday, April 23,
as Preschool Sunday, to celebrate the P.O.P. Preschool’s long outstanding history and many wonderful accomplishments. This celebration will honor the students, staff, teachers and church members. The theme for the celebration is: “Jesus Loves the Little Children” based from Matthew 19:13-15. The Preschool children will sing:
“Jesus Loves the Little Children,” “This Little Light of Mine,” and “He’s Got the Whole World.” There will be
a slide show to highlight the Preschool program. The staff will be recognized. The graduates will be blessed and
the Preschool students and parents will give their personal reflection about the program. Following the celebration at the sanctuary a reception will be offered at the lower level of the church building.
I invite all of you to come to this event and show our appreciation and sincere thanks to Lynn Cooper
(Preschool Director), Ellen Ragusin (Assistant Director) and the teachers (Ai Takahashi, Chris Stapleton and
Maggie Aparo) for their remarkable ministry with children and their families in Elk Grove and our neighboring
towns. My son went to the Preschool and the staff helped my son learn and enjoy going to Preschool. He still
misses attending this wonderful program. We are very grateful for the dedicated staff, and our presence on April
23 is an expression of our thanksgiving for their extraordinary work.
I wish to personally thank Lynn, Ellen, Ai, Chris and Maggie for their unceasing commitment to love and help
the children grow in God’s love and reach their potential for what God has created them to be. I also want to
thank the P.O.P Board: Melody Canak (Chairperson), Betsy Boswell, Marsha Hernandez, Judy Pohlman, and
Joan Witt for their devotion and hard work. Thank you, staff and the board. To God be the glory.
God bless and Happy Easter!
Grace and Peace,
Cerna
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Help Wanted
Preparing for Holy Week and
Easter Sunday
Holy (Maundy) Thursday Service:

We will gather as Christian community for a Love
Feast on Holy (Maundy) Thursday. The service
will include a communal meal, scripture, meditation
and the celebration of Holy Communion.

Many hands make light
work as we prepare for
the saddest and happiest
days of the church year!

Pre-Easter Clean Up
We are looking for volunteers to
clean up the church (inside) in
preparation for
Easter. Come to
church on Tuesday,
April 11th, from
10am to 12noon and
help organize, dust,
etc., the sanctuary and the lobby for
Holy Week and Easter services.

Volunteers are needed as Table hosts (10 hosts) to
provide a simple meal (finger foods) and/or
participate as a reader during the service.
Please contact Betsy Evans Ingstrup prior to April 3rd to volunteer or for
more information: 847-312-9566 or Ingstrup4@sbcglobal.net

Small Wrapped Candy Needed
for Sunday School Children’s Easter Egg Hunt
In preparation for the Sunday
School Children’s Easter Egg Hunt after worship
on Easter Sunday we need to collect candy to fill
the small plastic eggs.
Please donate miniature individually wrapped
candies that will fit in the eggs.
There is a basket in the lobby for your donations. Thank you!

Easter Egg Dying Project
Our Sunday School children will be giving each worshiper a dyed hard boiled
egg at the end of the Easter Sunday service. The children will be dying hard
boiled eggs with Pastor Cerna on Saturday, April 15, at 2:30pm at the
church. We need volunteers who will help Pastor Cerna with this project.
Call (847-439-0668) or email the church office to volunteer.
To enable this activity we will also need 12-14 dozen hard boiled eggs. If
you can donate hard boiled eggs, please call or email the church office to
say how many you will bring to church, or sign up in the lobby. On April 9th,
Palm Sunday, leave your donation in the refrigerator downstairs, or bring the
eggs with you to the egg coloring session on April 15th.
847.439.0668
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Finishing Our Lenten Preparations
Adult Lenten Studies Draw to a Close

Other Lent & Easter Actions

Book Study
on Sundays after Worship

Let’s Ham It Up for Easter!

The book is called, “Restored.
Finding Redemption in our
Mess” by Tom Berlin.

The Mission & Outreach
committee is requesting donations
for Easter baskets going to 56 singles
or families in the community who are
sometimes overlooked. Elk Grove Village
Community Services asked Prince of Peace
members to donate money to provide hams costing
about $8-$10 each for Easter meals. The last few
years we showed great generosity and were able to
help our neighbors, so let’s match it this year!

“Sometimes our lives are in
such disarray we can’t envision
a
way through to redemption. But
when we look at the mess
through the eyes of Christ, we
not only find redemption, we
can clearly see spiritual restoration. In Restored, author Tom Berlin encourages us to reflect and meditate through our own brokenness, showing us that it
is only when we focus on the cross as a place to surrender control that we can leave our mess and find
true redemption.
“This 6-week study uses Scripture, devotional tools,
and the writings of Ignatius of Loyola, John of the
Cross, St. Augustine, John Wesley, Evelyn Underhill.” (Cokesbury Synopsis)
The last 2 sessions will take place April 2nd and April
9t at 10:45am. Books are free. Sign-up is not necessary for these final sessions. Just come to the gathering after coffee and fellowship time.
Peace,
Pastor Cerna
Bible Study
on Thursday Evenings

The last session of the Lenten Bible
Study will be held on Thursday, April
6th. The April 2nd bulletin identified
the passages we will be exploring that
evening.
If you didn’t see that information in the
bulletin, you can come with your Bible
and a take a few minutes to read through them before the
session starts at 6:00pm or you can call or email me on my
cell phone at 605-645-0456 or via my email address Jordan.Louks@garrett.eduI
The sessions have been enlightening and fun! Don’t hesitate to join the last one! It has been a pleasure diving into
Scripture with all of you!
Grace and peace,
Jordan Louks, Seminary Intern
847.439.0668

Please give money by April 3rd by placing it in the
offering plate. Checks should be made out to
Prince of Peace UMC with a notation saying Easter
Hams. (If you have questions, please see or call
Gloria Burzynski at 847-895-3083.)

Elk Grove Village Food
Pantry Thanks and
New Requests
The food pantry asked and
you delivered! Thank you so
much for your generous response to the food pantry’s
request for one-dish meals
and pork and beans.
In addition to these items,
the pantry currently has
need of Kleenex, canned
fruit, and jelly. You may wish
to keep these items in mind
the next time you do your
shopping.
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APRIL 7
10am—12pm

Friday Morning
Preparing ourselves for the upcoming
Holy Week & Easter
All Women Are Invited to Attend
People often skip Holy Week and
go straight to Easter, but when we
do, we miss out on the true
significance of Easter. Only as we
contemplate Jesus’ suffering and
death, can we fully experience the
joy and hope to be found in His
resurrection on Easter Sunday.
Holy Week is no ordinary week.
Through the ages people have
found that that when they take time to worship and remember anew
the events of Holy Week that God somehow touches their lives in
ways they never anticipated. They find new life! Hope is restored, and
God becomes real to them once more. Take time to consider the
events of Holy Week. You will discover Holy Week can change your
life forever.
Facilitated by Judy Pohlman, pohlman.j@comcast.net

COMMUNITY CALL TO ACTION
During April, our Social Action, Mission Outreach and No Small Change Committees will once
again partner with our church family to make a difference in our community. The Community
Consolidated School District 59 has opened the Community Cares Closet (CCC) in Elk Grove
Village. Although housed at the Ridge Family Center for Learning, the CCC is open to all families in District
59 that need assistance with clothing. Each school’s social worker can make a confidential referral for
district families to utilize this much-needed service free of charge.
In anticipation of the end of the school year on May 25th, the CCC has a pressing need for new, packaged
underwear in any color and in sizes ranging from toddler to adult (many junior high age students wear
adult sizes.) If you would like to answer this call to action, please place your underwear donations in the
collection box conveniently located in the Prince of Peace lobby. Or you can throw some coins into the
mix…
To help supplement our donated items, April’s No Small Change will be used to purchase children’s
underwear for the CCC.

847.439.0668
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Itasca Food Pantry Needs
Every first Sunday of the month, the Food Collection will go to Itasca Food Pantry.
Here is a Wish List of items the Itasca Food Pantry provides to our clients because they
cannot purchase them with food stamps. Many have cats or dogs and need assistance
feeding them.



Canned and dry dog and cat food
Cat litter





















Disposable diapers and Pull-Ups
Baby wipes
Incontinence products
Feminine hygiene products
Toilet paper
Paper towels
Toothpaste and toothbrushes
Shampoo and conditioner
Laundry detergent
Cleaning products
Shower gel and bar soap
Liquid hand soap
Dishwashing detergent
Dishwasher detergent
Olive oil and cooking oils
Hamburger and Tuna Helper
Ketchup, mustard, and relish
Canned Manwich
Baked beans























Canned soups
Saltine crackers
Canned spaghetti
Macaroni and cheese
Flour
Sugar
Pudding
Jell-o
Juice
Cereal
Pasta
Pancake mix
Pancake syrup
Coffee
Instant potatoes
Rice
Salad dressing
Gravy
Canned fruit
Canned Vegetables
Canned tomatoes

Important Youth Activity Dates
April 6 - Feed My Starving Children 6-7:30pm
April 13 - Holy (Maundy) Thursday Service 7pm
April 14 - Good Friday Service 7 pm
Note: Confirmands required to attend service on either April 13 or 14
April 14 - Youth to stuff easter eggs, time TBD
Thanks to everyone for supporting our Portillo's fundraiser!

847.439.0668
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Graduate Sunday, June 11th
We will honor graduates at worship. Thus, we are
looking for graduates who are related to our church
ECO-TIP of the Month
family. They can be church members, children,
Brought to you by the POP Social ACT!ON Committee grandchildren, siblings, nieces, nephews—anyone
graduating this year.
Ever heard of vampire energy?
That is energy being used
when something is plugged
in but is turned “off.” Even
though something is “off,” it
is still using energy.
Unplug items such as these when not in use: cell
phone charger, printer, toaster, coffee pot.
It’s a simple way to save money on your energy bill.

Please call (847-439-0668) or email
(office@popumc.com) the church office by June 5th
with this information about each graduate: Name,
School, and Degree. Thank you!

HAVE YOU SUBMITTED YOUR 2017 COMMITMENT CARD?
Thanks to you who have returned your 2017 annual stewardship commitment card! It’s
still not too late to make your commitment to Prince of Peace. Your commitment and giving make possible the mission and ministry of Prince of Peace church.
To date we have received fifty three (53) commitment cards. Our average commitment so far is just over
$2,467.00 per year, per pledged unit. The average doesn’t tell the whole story – we have pledges that range from
$20 per month to over $850 per month. The aim is that your financial commitment reflects your means and your
commitment to Christ. Beginning in May, we hope to be able to provide online donations but we still are able to do
electronic fund transfer from individual’s banks as many of us pay our bills each month. We anticipate that this
number will rise to 65% in the next few years as fewer and fewer people use or carry checks and cash with them.

April Showers Bring May Flowers
April Showers also means more time indoors to sort out your rummage
sale contributions.
POP Rummage Sale
 Thursday, May 18, 6-8pm - $5 entry for First Picks
 Friday, May 19, 10am to 5pm
 Saturday, May 20, 9am to 4pm (1-4pm $5 Bag Sale)
Drop off days
 Monday-Thursday, May 8-11, 9a-3p
 Saturday, May 13, 9a-noon and 2-6p
 Sunday, May 14, 9a-noon
Ask your neighbors, ask your friends, ask your co-workers to contribute, too. We need LOTS of STUFF!
Volunteering opportunities are many, so set aside some time the week of May 15-20 to help make this sale
a HUGE success!
For more information, contact Karen Briskey, ksbnrjb@aol.com.
847.439.0668
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Update from POP Social ACT!ON Committee
In March we attended meetings presented by Faith in Place and by the NIC Elgin District to learn more
about greening our homes and church buildings. We will be implementing some of the ideas in the
future, because, as we learned, “we are missionaries to Earth.”
You’ll be happy to know that our recycling programs with SCARCE have played a big part in their
donations. Last year SCARCE donated 103,471 books, including 1170 from Prince of Peace, and 5565
super crayons, some made with our donations of 2215 crayons. Thank you for caring for creation
while caring for others! So keep those books, National Geographic magazines, buttons, and crayons
coming for another year of helping others. And don’t forget to bring your used ink cartridges and
empty personal care and cosmetic containers to spare the landfills and help raise funds for POP too!
NEW!! We also now are collecting spray bottle trigger heads and air freshener cartridges and plugs,
as these items are not recyclable through curbside programs because they are made of composite
plastics.
Upcoming Dates to Remember
April 19: Dr. Kelly Morgan speaks at the Trickster Art Gallery in Schaumburg on
current issues facing the Standing Rock reservation. Dr. Morgan holds a Ph.D. in
American Indian Studies from the University of Oklahoma and is from Standing
Rock. She has taught at several universities and currently works in archaeology,
protecting cultural and natural resources. For details, see: http://
www.trickstergallery.com/events/
April 22: Northern Illinois Conference Gathering on Immigration at Our Saviour’s UMC in
Schaumburg. There will be an overview of immigration in the US and the United Methodist Social
Principle on the topic, as well as information from immigrants, state representatives, and other
organizations working with immigrant communities and immigration reform. Visit the NIC website
for registration information, or ask Pastor Cerna for details.
April 22: Earth Day Recycling Event, 8am – 11 am, Elk Grove High School parking lot. Accepting motor
oil, anti-freeze, paint, fire extinguishers and more!
April 30: Prince of Peace celebrates Earth Day on Faith in Action Sunday. We will gather at the
Methodist Campground for a brief worship service centered on the beauty of the Earth, paint picnic
benches, and be outdoors in restorative nature.
Month of April: the Social Action Committee joins with Mission Outreach and
Champions for Children in sponsoring an underwear campaign for the District 59
Community Cares Closet. See separate article on page 5 of this newsletter.
June 25: Join us for Chicago Pride Parade. So far five have signed up. Please let
Pastor Cerna or Marci Evans know if you are interested in walking in the parade.

847.439.0668
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Annual Prayer Breakfast
Sponsored by the Interfaith Organization in Elk Grove Village
Thursday, May 4th
7-8:30am

Christus Victor Lutheran Church
1045 South Arlington Heights Road
Pastor Cerna has reserved ten tickets for members of Prince of Peace, and
tickets are $10 each. If you would like to go, please call the POP office
(847-439-0668) no later than 10am on Tuesday, May 2nd.
Looking Ahead to Annual Conference
The 178th Annual Conference will be held June 4-6 at the Pheasant Run Resort in St. Charles.
The theme is "Light Shines Through..." This year's Bishop's Appeal recipient is the Global AIDS fund. For
more Annual Conference information visit: www.umcnic.org/AC2017

Bishop’s Appeal to the June Annual Conference
The Bishop’s Appeal this year will be for the United Methodist Global AIDS Fund (UMGAF) which was
started in 2004. UMGAF provides grants to projects that provide education for prevention and/or care for those
who are infected with HIV or AIDS.
As of 2016, funding had been provided for 287 projects in 44 countries
and scores of Annual Conference AIDS projects. Young people and
particularly women are increasingly affected; nearly half of all AIDS
patients are women. And each day,700 babies are born HIV positive.
Mother-to-child transmission of HIV can be reduced to below 5% when
women have access to testing, counselling and treatment. But access is
often difficult.
The purpose of this fund is to support accessible programs that focus on
AIDS prevention, advocacy, testing, and counseling. Our annual
conference will retain 25% of the funds raised for local AIDS related
projects. The other 75% will be sent to the Advance office at the General
Board of Global Ministries for distribution to global projects..
At Prince of Peace we will have a Special Offering on Sunday, May 7th, to support the Bishop’s Appeal.
Possible Summer Jobs for High School Seniors and College Students
Northern Illinois Conference Camps Reynoldswood & Wesley Woods need Christian
Summer Associates to fill the following paid positions: Counselors, Lifeguards,
Waterfront Directors, Shift Cooks, Kitchen Assistants, and Maintenance Helpers.
We need committed Christians to share their faith, encourage youth and staff, and build
friendships. These are Summer JOBS, not vacations--candidates will be expected to
work all summer long, including holidays--June 1st through August 16th. If you’re
interested, apply online at www.niccamp.org/employment/

847.439.0668
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On behalf of James Dow, from the Shoffner Family
We wish to thank everyone for the many cards, calls, prayers and personal
greetings which helped us to memorialize the passing of our Beloved
Brother, Uncle and Brother-in-Law, James Dow.
Jimmy was a kind, wonderful and generous man, much loved by all in the
small community of Elliston, Va. Although not formally a member of the
First Baptist Church in Elliston, he always contributed as much he could
financially and otherwise in helping out with church projects and programs. He was raised there, was
buried from there and was a regular financial contributor throughout his life. His final resting place is in
the cemetery on the First Baptist-Grounds; right behind the church building. (For those who don’t know
where Elliston is located, it is found between Roanoke and Blacksburg, VA; think VPI – Virginia Polytech
Institute.)

From Rev. Edgar Hiestand to NIC Congregations:
You know how valuable our Northern Illinois Conference relationship with CIOGC and neighbor
Muslims in during these times. The 12th Annual Dinner takes place Wednesday April 19th (see
information below).
YOU ARE RECEIVING THIS INVITATION TO REGISTER NOW BECAUSE this is an opportunity for United Methodists who have an understanding of relating across boundaries to
express the welcome that is so important among neighbors. The Mosque is conveniently
located near the intersection of Route 83 and 91st street. I hope you can come.

REGISTER ON THIS EVITE LINK:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/12th-annual-methodist-muslim-interfaith-dinner-tickets33026974570
SPONSORED: by The Northern Illinois Conference of the United Methodist Church (Bishop Sally Dyck)
and The Council of Islamic Organizations of Greater Chicago (CIOGC chairperson Dr. Bassam Osman.)

847.439.0668
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Prince of Peace
United Methodist Church
1400 Arlington Heights Rd.
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007-3893

POPPOURRI- - APRIL, 2017

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE
9:30 AM - Worship Service
Rev. Cerna Castro Rand, Pastor
Cerna@popumc.com
847.439.0668
popumc.com
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