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Poppourri 
December 2017 

December Preaching at a Glance 

JESUS IS COMING TO BRING HOPE, PEACE, LOVE AND JOY! 

 
 

 

 
 

Advent is a time of waiting and preparation for the birth of our Lord. The com-
ing of the Messiah will bring hope, peace, love, and joy into our hearts and the 
world. The world needed a Savior, and God gave us that wonderful gift on 
Christmas Day. God sent Jesus to the world in order for him to be in relation-
ship with us. Now we have the Prince of Peace, the Emmanuel, God with us.  
 

There is still darkness in the world, and we still need a Savior. The seasons of 
Advent and Christmas gives us the promise of Light in the world. As we wait 
for the coming of the Savior of the world, let’s pay attention to the places and 
signs of Light around us. May we wait for the Christ Child’s birth with expectant 
joy! 
 

This year, our preparation during Advent will be very special at Prince of 
Peace. It will put us in a happy Spirit as we await for Christ’s birthday. Advent Season 

ADVENT IV: Brings Joy – Sunday, December 24 –  
9:30am - Christmas Eve Morning Worship with 
Candlelighting 
Sermon Title: “Do Not Be Afraid” 
Text: Luke 1:26-38 
10:45am Advent Study: “Faithful – Christmas through 
the Eyes of Joseph” by Adam Hamilton. 
Week Four: “The Journey to Bethlehem” 
 

10pm – Christmas Eve Service with Candlelighting 
and Holy Communion 
Sermon Title: “The Greatest Gift of All” 
Text: Luke 2:1-20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, December 31, First Sunday After Christmas 
Day – Stories and Carols 
Testimony Time! We will share our favorite Christmas 
stories and sing carols joyfully. Come and enjoy the 
power of sharing our personal stories and sing carols 
together with our music leaders; Judy Gulbransen and 
Brian Tredup.        
                  

ADVENT I: Brings Hope - Sunday, December 3, 
Global Migration Sunday, Holy Communion 
The United Methodist Council of Bishops, proposed a 
Global Migration Sunday, to remember the “65 million 
people displaced in the world.” Jesus and his parents 
(Joseph and Mary) themselves were refugees to a     
foreign land.  
Sermon Title: “Go, Take the Child” 
Text: Matthew 2:13-23 
10:45am Advent Study: “Faithful – Christmas through 
the Eyes of Joseph” by Adam Hamilton. 
Week One: “A Carpenter Named Joseph” 
 

ADVENT II: Brings Peace – Sunday, December 10, 
Christmas Pageant 
The children and the youth will share with us their 
witness through the Christmas Pageant called; “The 
Christmas Story: Jesus Christ is the Same--Yesterday, 
Today, and Forever” by Kendra Smiley. Come and invite 
your family and neighbors to this inspirational worship 
as we celebrate Jesus’ birth through a play. May God’s 
peace be upon us as we worship together as one big 
family of God. 
10:45am Advent Study: “Faithful – Christmas through 
the Eyes of Joseph” by Adam Hamilton. 
Week Two: “Whose Child Is This?” 

 

ADVENT III: Brings Love – Sunday, December 17, 
Christmas Musical Presentation  
You don’t want to miss this exciting event as the 
members of the Chancel Choir and popAlive Band 
proclaim the coming of the Messiah through music.  
Special Offering: My Birthday Gift to Jesus 
10:45am Advent Study: “Faithful – Christmas through 
the Eyes of Joseph” by Adam Hamilton. 
Week Three: “Raising a Child Not Your Own” 
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                                    “Glory to God in heaven, and on earth peace….” 
                                            Luke 2:14 Common English Bible (CEB) 

 
The angel’s message of Jesus’ birth declares God’s promise of peace. Jesus came to bring peace and love to all 
people. God’s promise of peace provides us comfort and hope in times of need. As the well known and loved 
hymn; “Silent Night, Holy Night” says, “All is calm…sleep in heavenly peace.”  
 
The birth of Christ does not guarantee perfection in the world. Poverty, homelessness, illness, racism, 
violence, war, and hatred will still be here. But in spite of the sad and painful realities in the world, God still 
choses to come and be born to us. We are recipients of God’s love. Our task is to receive the Christ Child in 
our lives, and let him be known in the world through our love. 
 
During the season of Advent, we see indications everywhere of love and peace being spread around. People 
are sharing the joy of giving with others. Some people spend time with their families. Others provide 
monetary support to help the needy. People, churches, and other organizations are passing God’s love and 
peace to others.  
 
Jesus’ mission is to bring peace, healing, justice and hope to all. Let us glorify God for Jesus manifested in the 
way we love and promote peace in the world. We are summoned to proclaim God’s promise of peace and 
love in our homes and where we works, in schools and in the communities where we live, and all the places 
we go.  
 
Peace and love are given to us, and so, part of the peace promise is in us. That is Christmas. It is in you and 
me. It is in your family and in the world. Wherever it is, it brings peace, it heals, and it overcomes.  
 
May the Light of God’s love and peace shine in your life brightly these seasons of Advent and Christmas and 
every day. May you find peace and comfort in the blessings of Advent and Christmas.  
 

“A child is born to us, a son is given to us, 
    and authority will be on his shoulders. 

    He will be named 
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.” 
Isaiah 9:6  

Common English Bible (CEB) 
 

Merry Christmas!  
  

 
 
 

Pastor Cerna 
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During Advent and Christmas seasons, why not invite your family and friends 
to worship and enjoy various events with you at Prince of Peace? 
 
 
  Prince of Peace UMC Mission Statement 
   Serve God and Transform Lives 
 
  Prince of Peace UMC Welcome Statement  
 

   Believing in God’s inclusive love, we welcome all into full participation 

in the congregation, regardless of age, ability, race, ethnicity, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, faith background, family configuration, or socioeconomic status. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The next Lydia Circle meeting will be held on Thursday, December 14th at Prince 
of Peace at 2:00 P.M.  
 

All women are welcome.  
 

We will be wrapping gifts for our Adopt-A-Family. Please bring scissors and 
wrapping paper. 
 
This is our annual Cookie Exchange and we ask you to bring 3 dozen cookies to 
share and also a container so that you may bring cookies  home for your family or 
to give to those who are unable to attend. Also, please bring your Stocking 
Money for Missions. 
 
Lydia Circle gives grateful thanks to Jane Kefer, a longtime member of Prince of 
Peace and Lydia Circle. Jane has donated $1,000.00 to Lydia Circle in memory 
of Fran Crone and has requested that it be donated to the New Doors Fund.  
 
Please call Betty Brown, 847-437-2536 or Doris Lawson, 847-437-2542 if you 
have questions and to respond to this invitation.    

Lydia Circle 

 

ECO-TIP OF THE MONTH 
 

Brought to you by  
the POP Social Act!on Team 

 
In decorating for the upcoming 
Christmas holiday, you may find 
Christmas lights that no longer 
work.  If you live in Elk Grove, you 
can recycle them at the first floor of 
the Elk Grove Village Hall until 
March 31.  The strands are 
separated, bailed, and sent away to 
be chopped or shredded and sold as 
a commodity to foundries and mills 
across the U.S.  Most importantly, 
they are kept out of the landfills!  If 
you live in another community, you 
may drop them off at POP for 
recycling if your community does 
not recycle them. 
 
 

Thank you to everyone for supporting our gift card fundraiser.  We raised over 
$230 for the youth summer mission trip! 
 

Coming up next is our annual youth fundraiser dinner on February 3rd.  It will be 
an evening full of entertainment and food.  Come join us for the Mardi Gras party! 
(See our cool invitation on page 4! Thank you, Judy Pohlman for putting that to-
gether for us.) 

 

If you are interested in performing, please contact Judy Gulbransen (jgmf@sbcglobal.net) or Brian Tredup 
(btredupmusic@yahoo.com).  Tickets will be on sale beginning in January. 
 

Dates:     Dec 10 - Christmas Pageant   Dec 13 - Holiday Party 
 

Thanks, 
Connie & Mike Wysocki 

mailto:jgmf@sbcglobal.net
mailto:btredupmusic@yahoo.com
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2018 
Tickets will be on sale beginning in January 

Adults  $25 
Children 5-12 yrs  $10 
Children under 5  free 

Proceeds to benefit to the Youth Summer Mission Trip 
 

 
 

Interested in performing?   
 Contact Judy Gulbransen or Brian Tredup  
 
Other Information?   
 Contact Mike & Connie Wysocki (847) 891-2069  
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CHAMPIONS FOR CHILDREN 2017 
 

To see the face of a child living in poverty, you need to look no further than Elk Grove Township. Sadly 
childhood poverty continues to escalate in all communities in our nation – urban, rural and suburban. 
This harsh reality was the catalyst for Tom and I volunteering to become the Champions for Children 
at Prince of Peace. An initiative of the Northern Illinois Conference of the United Methodist Church, 
Champions for Children provides passionate Christian leadership that cultivates an holistic approach 
to ministry with children and families.       
 

2017 proved to be another amazing year of giving, thanks to the unbelievable generosity of the true 
champions for children at Prince of Peace, our church family. From January through December, your 
No Small Change donations will have made a visible difference in the lives of children in both our 
church and community: 
 

JANUARY   $91.98   Funded trail mix and cookies for The Night Ministry which connects with 
Chicago’s vulnerable youth and adults through their street outreach, youth shelter, and supportive 
services.  
 

FEBRUARY   $125.00 (included $21.00 surplus from The Night Ministry)   Sponsored a celebration for 
the Sunshine Club (Pastor Cerna’s grief ministry) at Byrd Elementary School in Elk Grove Village. 
 

MARCH   $120.00 (included the remaining $21.00 surplus from The Night Ministry)   Supported the 
outreach ministry of Prince of Peace’s Confirmation Class when the children worked a shift at Feed My 
Starving Children in Schaumburg. 
 
APRIL   $143.22 (included $30.92 surplus from the Sunshine Club)   Supplemented our underwear 
collection for the Community Cares Closet at Ridge School in Elk Grove Village. 
 

MAY   No collection this month as Champions for Children, Social Action and Mission & Outreach 
began strategizing about a Weekend Backpack Program (food for 25 children and their families living 
below the poverty line) at Byrd Elementary School in Elk Grove Village. 
 

JUNE, JULY AND AUGUST   $213.25   Food for the Weekend Backpack Program Kick-Off. 
 

SEPTEMBER   $254.96 (included a $40.00 surplus from the summer donations)   Food for the 
Weekend Backpack Program. 
 

OCTOBER   $62.86   Food for the Weekend Backpack Program. 
 

NOVEMBER & DECEMBER   The No Small Change donation box will be available every Sunday 
during our worship service. All contributions will be earmarked for the Weekend Backpack Program. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Champions for Children will return in January, partnering once again with Social Action and Mission & 
Outreach, to provide cookies for the Night Ministry. Through the end of the school year, all No Small 
Change donations will be used to fund the Weekend Backpack Program. We will continue to partner 
with our community to help empower our community. A winning combination!! 
 

As a result of our successful partnership with Social Action and Mission & Outreach this past year, 
Champions for Children will align with Mission & Outreach in January. Continuing to make ministry 
with children our priority, Tom and I will strive to remain open to new approaches to serving the 
youngest members of God’s family as they are our most valuable - and vulnerable - resource. 
 
Kathy Pratt-Holden & Tom Holden / Champions for Children  
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Update from POP Social ACT!ON Committee 

Helping to make the world a better place 

 

Featured in the lobby Library-On-A-Shelf during December is a book called Refugee by Alan Gratz. It is 

geared toward youth but is a compelling story for adults also. A book on refugees was chosen because 

Sunday December 3rd is Global Migration Sunday.  There are 65 million people displaced in the world 

today, more than at any time since World War II.  United Methodists have a long history of walking 

alongside people impacted by war, violence, economic hardship, persecution, and political unrest. 

 

Don’t Forget!  Get you reusable water bottles, now in green.  Reusable bottles are 

better for the environment than disposable water bottles and the imprint indicates 

that “We Welcome All.”  Get yours for only $5 and show, as you use it around town, 

that Prince of Peace cares about people and the Earth.  Just ask Marci Evans, 

Pastor Cerna, or members of the Social Action Committee for your bottle.   

 

Be sure to have a Prince of Peace water bottle and bring to church now and 

especially when Bishop Sally Dyck visits us on Earth Sunday, April 22, 2018.  Prior to 

the Bishop’s visit, Pastor Cerna will lead a Lenten study on the Bishop’s book A 

Hopeful Earth: Faith, Science, and the Message of Jesus.  A copy is available in the 

Social Action Lending Library in the lobby. 

 

Thanks to your diligent recycling, over 1500 items, such as crayons and buttons, 

have been donated to Scarce this year, keeping items out of the landfill while 

helping children, their parents, and their teachers.  In addition, 312 books and 

National Geographic magazines were donated.  Hundreds of batteries have been properly recycled and 

thousands of pop tabs were donated to the Ronald McDonald House.  Recycling of ink cartridges has 

yielded over $500 in fund raising.  And hundreds of unrecyclables such as empty toothpaste, deodorant, 

and cosmetic containers, as well as #6 cups have been kept out of the landfill through Terracycle 

collections.   Keep up the good work in 2018! 

 

On Sunday January 14, 2018, we will honor Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service by preparing bags of 

cookies for distribution to the homeless through The Night Ministry. Cookies will be available, but if you 

would like to contribute store-bought cookies, please bring them on January 7th and place them in the box 

in the lobby.  Any flavor without nuts is welcome, but chocolate chip, sugar, and oatmeal cookies are the 

most popular.   The Night Ministry serves youth and adults struggling with poverty or homelessness through 

provision of housing, health care, and human connection.  And don’t forget there are many ways to 

volunteer in our community, such as at Wings or Feed My Starving Children.  Or volunteer at Prince of 

Peace--teach Sunday School, sing in the choir or band, bring refreshments for the fellowship time after 

church, or help straighten up the sanctuary after worship.   

 

Many thanks for all you do for Prince of Peace, the wider community, and Creation! 

  

 
Please EMAIL content for  the 2018 newsletter   
 
by 11:00am on Wednesday, December 27 to communications@popumc.com and office@popumc.com.   

The Lay Leadership Committee is throwing a party, and all church committee 
members are invited! We are thankful for your faithful service to POP—the party 
is an Appreciation Meal in your honor! Come for pizza, salad, and dessert at 6pm on 
Tuesday, December 12th, (Church Council will meet at 7:15pm.) Email 
(office@popumc.com) or call (847-439-0668) the church office by 10am on the 12th and 
let our secretary know if you’ll be coming to the dinner. We want to be sure everyone 
has enough food, so your RSVP will help us plan. 

mailto:communications@popumc.com
mailto:office@popumc.com
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Social Action Spotlight 

 
Shining a Light on Local, National, and Global Issues 

 

GLOBAL DISPLACED PERSONS 
 

There are 65 million people displaced in the world today, more than at any time since World War II.  Of 

these, 21 million are refugees, more than half of whom are under the age of 18.  Displaced persons have 

been impacted by war, violence, natural disasters, human trafficking, extreme economic deprivation, 

persecution, and political unrest. As if these forces were not enough, migrants also face other 

problems, including hazardous travel, cultural barriers and the 

physical and emotional costs of arriving in strange lands where they 

are not always welcome and often persecuted. 

 

Bishop Bruce Ough, President of the Council of Bishops, writes “For 

most of these migrants, the decision to flee their homeland comes as 

a last resort effort to live. We are reminded of Joseph and Mary as 

they sought to save their lives and especially the life of the Christ Child 

by fleeing to Africa to escape the wrath of King Herod who felt 

threatened by the birth of Jesus and ordered the massacre of the 

children (Matthew 2:13-14).“ 

 

As stated in the Methodist Book of Resolutions “Throughout the history 

of the United States, the most recently arrived group of migrants has often 

been a target of racism, marginalization, and violence. We regret any and all violence committed against 

migrants in the past and we resolve, as followers of Jesus, to work to eliminate racism and violence 

directed toward newly arriving migrants to the United States.” 

 

The responses of the church, according to Book of Resolutions #6028, include 

 providing support for refugees,  

 advocating ways to overcome poverty, war and other causes leading to the displacement and 

marginalization of people,  

 educating church members and the community about the causes and realities of migration, 

 building bridges between diverse races, ethnicities, religions, and cultures, opposing violence against 

and abuse of migrants, and 

 denouncing xenophobic, Islamophobic, and racist reactions against newcomers. 

 
Marty Vela, of the Elk Grove 
Village Community Service 
Office, sent the following “thank 
you” note on November 13th. 
 

On behalf of the Community 
Service Office and the 

recipients of your generous holiday gift, I would like 
to extend a very heartfelt THANK YOU. Because of 
your efforts and those of many others within the 
community, we are able to provide for those less 
fortunate. The outpouring of caring and giving is 
heartwarming. Elk Grove is, indeed, a good place to 
live. 

 

A very special thank you to 
all our friends at Prince of 

Peace for your prayers, 
concern, and good wishes for 

Jim during his surgery and 
recovery. Also, thanks to 

Pastor Cerna for her ministry 
and visits and to Lydia Circle for the lovely 

warm prayer shawl.  
 

We appreciate everything you have done and 
are blessed to be a part of Prince of Peace. 

 
Jim and Peg Abbott 
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Christmas Shopping on Amazon? 

Please remember that Amazon donates 0.5% of the 

price of eligible purchases to charities through their 

AmazonSmile program. 

 

Prince of Peace is registered through AmazonSmile, 

so before you click “place my order,” make sure that 

you are shopping on smile.amazon.com!   

 

Prince of Peace also has a direct link through the 

program: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-

2688935.   

 

Finally, a direct link to our AmazonSmile page is 

also available on our website, popumc.com, as well 

as our Facebook and Twitter pages.   

 

Delivery to your door and a donation to Prince of 

Peace for no additional cost?  Sold! 

 

Matthew McGregor 

Stewardship Chair 

 

 
Refreshments Needed  

Sundays after Worship  
December 2017—June 2018 

 
Participate in a ministry of hospitality to one 
another and our visitors by bringing cookies, 
donut holes, pastries, fruit, or perhaps even 
veggies, and juice or another beverage that will 
work for folks who don’t drink coffee. Sign up 
in the lobby or call the office (847-439-0668.)  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

February 3       Youth Mission Trip   

                         Fundraiser Dinner 
 

April 22   Earth Sunday 

                         Bishop Sally Dyck here 

 

July 16-19         Vacation Bible School 
 

July 22-27         Youth Mission Trip 
 

September 30   Prince of Peace Fundraiser Dinner 

                         at Belvedere Banquets 

Save these dates  

in 2018 

 

POP In Prayer 
Every Wednesday, 11:00-11:30 am 

POP Sanctuary  
 

Prayer is an opportunity to spend time with God. 
To understand the heart of God, you need to pray. 
In John 15:15, Jesus says “He no longer calls us his 
servants, but calls us His friends.” Talking with 
God develops a deeper relationship with Him.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Come and talk with God amidst Prince of Peace  
members and friends.  

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2688935
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2688935
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POPPOURRI—DECEMBER 2017 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Prince of Peace 
United Methodist Church 
1400 Arlington Heights Rd. 
Elk Grove Village, IL  60007-3893 

 

 
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 
9:30 AM - Worship Service 
 
Rev. Cerna Castro Rand, Pastor 
Cerna@popumc.com 
847.439.0668 
popumc.com 


